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City of Reynoldsburg Page 1 Updated 7/5/2019 3:14 PM  

PUBLIC SAFETY, LAW AND COURTS COMMITTEE MEETING 

1. CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee – Committee Meeting – June 24, 2019 

4. NEW LEGISLATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. ORDINANCE TO REPEAL REPLACE CHAPTER 505 Animal and Fowl PHASE 

ONE  

 

b. ORDINANCE TO REPEAL REPLACE CHAPTER 505 Animal and Fowl PHASE 

TWO  



MINUTES COMMITTEE MEETING 

REYNOLDSBURG PUBLIC SAFETY, LAW AND COURTS COMMITTEE 

June 24, 2019 

 

 

City of Reynoldsburg Page 1 Updated 6/25/2019 7:32 AM  

Chairman Mel Clemens called the meeting to order at 7:41 PM 

 

Call to Order - Roll Call 

PRESENT: Clemens, Baker, Bryant, Skinner, Joseph 

ABSENT:  

 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Minutes 

a. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee – Committee Meeting – June 10, 2019 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 

NEW LEGISLATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  REPEALING/REPLACING CHAPTER 505 ANIMALS AND FOWL 

--- Bryant. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 

RESULT: ITEM HELD Next: 7/8/2019 7:31 PM 

LEGISLATION FOR THIRD READING 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT FROM THE 

CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST. --- Clemens. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 6/24/2019 7:35 PM 

MOVER: Mel Clemens, Chairman 

SECONDER: Kristin Bryant, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Clemens, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FROM APPROPRIATED GENERAL FUND TO 

AN ACCOUNT IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. --- Clemens. Public Safety, Law and Courts 

Committee. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 6/24/2019 7:35 PM 

MOVER: Mel Clemens, Chairman 

SECONDER: Stacie Baker, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Clemens, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 
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City Council 
Kristin Bryant 

7232 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OH 43068 

614-893-2299 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  July 8, 2019 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 

THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  Repealing/Replacing 

Various Sections of Chapter 505 Animals and Fowl; Phase 1 

 

Approval: 

Pending 

Brad McCloud 

Pending 

Jed Hood 
Stephen Cicak 

 

See Attached. 
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505.40    INTERFERENCE WITH POLICE  DOG OR AN ASSISTANCE DOG. 

(a) No person shall recklessly do any of the following with respect to police dog: 

 

1. Taunt, torment, or strike a police dog; 

 

2. Throw an object or substance at a police dog; 

 

3. Interfere with or obstruct a police dog, or interfere with or obstruct a law 

enforcement officer who is being assisted by a police dog, in a manner that 

does any of the following: 

 

A. Inhibits or restricts the law enforcement officer’s control of the police 

dog; 

 

B. Deprives the law enforcement officer of control of the police dog; 

 

C. Releases the police dog from its area of control; 

 

D. Enters the area of control of the police dog without the consent of the 

law enforcement officer, including placing food or any other object or 

substance into that area; 

E. Inhibits or restricts the ability of the police dog to assist a law 

enforcement officer. 

 

(b) No person shall recklessly do any of the following with respect to an assistance 

dog: 

 

1. Taunt, torment, or strike an assistance dog; 

 

2. Throw an object or substance at an assistance dog; 

 

3. Interfere with or obstruct an assistance dog, or interfere with or obstruct a 

blind, deaf or hearing impaired, or mobility impaired person who is being 

assisted or served by an assistance dog, in a manner that does any of the 

following: 

 

A. Inhibits or restricts the assisted or served person’s control of the dog; 

 

B. Deprives the assisted or served person of control of the dog; 

 

C. Releases the dog from its area of control; 

 

D. Enters the area of control of the dog without the consent of the assisted 
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or served person, including placing food or any other object or 

substance into that area; 

 

E. Inhibits or restricts the ability of the dog to assist the assisted or served 

person. 

 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of harassing a police dog. Except 

as otherwise provided in this subsection, harassing a police dog is a misdemeanor of 

the second degree. If the violation results in the death of the police dog or if the 

violation results in serious physical harm to the police dog but does not result in its 

death, harassing a police dog is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate 

State law. If the violation results in physical harm to the police dog but does not 

result in its death or in serious physical harm to it, harassing a police dog is a 

misdemeanor of the first degree. 

 

(d) Whoever violates subsection (b) of this section is guilty of harassing an assistance 

dog. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, harassing an assistance dog is 

a misdemeanor of the second degree. If the violation results in the death of or 

serious physical harm to the assistance dog but does not result in its death, 

harassing an assistance dog is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate 

State law. If the violation results in physical harm to the assistance dog but does not 

result in its death or in serious physical harm to it, harassing an assistance dog is a 

misdemeanor of the first degree. 

 

(e) This section only applies to an offender who knows or should reasonably know at 

the time of the violation that the police dog or horse or assistance dog that is the 

subject of a violation under this section is a police dog or assistance dog. 

 

(f) As used in this section: 

 

1. "Police dog" means a dog that has been trained, and may be used, to assist law 

enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties. 

 

2. "Assistance dog”, "blind", and "mobility impaired person" have the same 

meanings as in Ohio R.C. 955.011. 
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City Council 
Kristin Bryant 

7232 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OH 43068 

614-893-2299 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  July 8, 2019 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 

THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  Repealing/Replacing 

Various Sections Chapter 505 Animals and Fowl; Phase Two. 

 

Approval: 

Skipped 

Brad McCloud 

Skipped 

Jed Hood 
Stephen Cicak 

 

See attached. 
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505.03    ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE. 

(a) No person being the owner, as defined in Section 501.01(g), of an animal or animals 

shall permit them to run or traverse at large upon any public place, upon any unenclosed 

lands, or upon the premises of another without the consent of the owner of such property 

within the Municipality. 

(b) A dog shall not be considered to be running at large if under the reasonable control of 

some person The owner of every animal within the Municipality shall at all times keep such 

animal either confined upon the premises of the owner or under the reasonable control of an 

individual responsible for the animal. 

(c) The running at large of any such animal in or upon any of the places mentioned in this 

section is prima-facie evidence that it is running or traversing at large in violation of this 

section. 

(d) No owner of any dog, shall permit the animal to enter upon any property not that of his 

owner, when it is not securely leashed. or under direct control. The leash securing the 

animal shall not be longer than six feet in length. The leash shall be controlled by a person 

that is physically capable of preventing the animal from entering private property and/or 

making physical contact with another animal or person, so long as such contact is not 

initiated by another animal or person. 

(e) An animal may be confined by an underground fence, or any similar device. This is 

defined as a buried wire which gives a slight electrical charge when activated by a 

special collar worn by the animal which is to be confined. Such underground and shall 

not allow the animal to move closer than ten (10) feet from the sidewalk or property 

line. This section shall not apply to any owner who, at the time of the passage of this 

ordinance, has in place a non-conforming underground fence. 

(f) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of 

the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of violating this section, the 

offender is guilty of a misdemeanor or the fourth degree, and if the offender has two or 

more violations of this section within one year, the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor 

in the third degree. 

(Ord. 76-96. Passed 6-10-96; Ord. 72-03. Passed 9-8-03; Ord. 48-13. Passed 7-1-13.) 
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505.05 IMPOUNDING AND DISPOSITION; RECORDS. 

(c) A police officer or animal warden may impound every animal or dog within 

the Municipality found in violation of Section 505.03. Any dog or animal 

impounded shall not be released except upon the payment of reasonable expenses 

for its taking and keeping. Any dog or animal not redeemed within three days of 

the time it is seized or impounded may be sold or otherwise disposed of as 

provided by Ohio R.C. 955.16. 

(d) Impounded Dog. 

(1) If an impounded dog is not wearing a valid registration tag, the dog shall 

forthwith be turned over to an officer charged by law with the custody and disposal 

of such dogs. 

(2) If feasible, the dog should be checked for identification by means of a 

microchip. 

 (2) (3) If the dog is wearing a valid registration tag or the identity of the owner, 

keeper, or harborer is otherwise established, notice shall immediately be given to 

such owner, keeper, or harborer that the dog has been impounded. Notice may be 

by telephone or by ordinary mail to the last known address of such owner, keeper, 

or harborer. 

(3) (4) A record of all dogs impounded, the disposition of the same, the owner's 

name and address, if known, and a statement of any costs or receipts involving 

such dog shall be kept. 

 

(Ord. 76-96. Passed 6-10-96; Ord. 72-03. Passed 9-8-03.) 
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505.17 NUISANCE CONDITIONS PROHIBITED. 

(a) No person shall keep or harbor any animal or fowl within the Municipality so as to 

create noxious or offensive odors or unsanitary conditions which are a menace to the health, 

comfort or safety of the public. 

(b) Any animal which destroys or damages any lawn, tree, shrub, plant, building or other 

property other than property of its owner or person in charge or control of such animal by 

scratching, digging, running loose, defecating or urinating, or otherwise injures property of 

others as described above is hereby declared a nuisance. 

(c) Any person being the owner of or in charge or control of any animal shall immediately 

remove all feces deposited by such animal from another person's property, including public 

parks or other public property. The responsible person in charge or control of such animal 

shall immediately dispose of same in a sanitary manner. 

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor, however, if within 

one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of violating this section 

the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, and if the offender has two or 

more violations of this section within one year the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor in the 

third degree. 

(e) If the offender has two or more violations of this section within one year, the animal 

may be seized and removed from the City. 

(Ord. 76-96. Passed 6-10-96; Ord. 72-03. Passed 9-8-03.) 
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505.23 ANIMAL BITES; REPORTS AND QUARANTINE. 

(a) (1) Whenever any person is bitten by a dog or other animal, report of such bite shall 

be made to the applicable county Health Commissioner within twenty-four hours. The dog or 

other animal inflicting a bite shall immediately be examined by a qualified veterinarian and 

results of such examination shall be reported to the Health Commissioner within twenty-four 

hours. At the direction of the Health Commissioner, the dog or other animal shall either be 

confined by its owner or harborer to his premises away from the public at large, or be placed 

under supervision of a veterinarian at the owner's or harborer's expense. The isolation or 

observation period shall not be less than ten days from the date the person was bitten at which 

time a report of the condition of the animal shall be made to the Health Commissioner. 

(2) No person shall fail to comply with the requirements of this section or with any order 

of the Health Commissioner made pursuant thereto, nor fail to immediately report to the 

Health Commissioner any symptom or behavior suggestive of rabies. 

(b) No owner, keeper, or harborer of any dog, cat or ferret shall fail to have same animal 

vaccinated against rabies nor shall any animal impounded by the City be released until proof 

is shown that the animal has been vaccinated against rabies. 

(c) No owner, keeper or harborer of a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal, as 

defined in 505.01(b) shall fail to report any incident of dog or animal bite within one hour to 

the City animal control officer or the City Police Department or the County Board of Health. 

(d) Whoever  violates  divisions  (a)  or  (b)  is  guilty  of   a   minor   misdemeanor. 

Whoever violates division (c) is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

 

(Ord. 76-96. Passed 6-10-96; Ord. 72-03. Passed 9-8-03.) 
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505.31 MARKETING WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMALS. 

(a) No person shall market in any form wholesale or retail, any vicious, dangerous, wild, 

or exotic animals within the municipality. Exceptions to the above include pure domestic cats, 

pure domestic dogs (not hybrid), domestic rabbits, guinea pigs, chinchilla, mice, hamsters, 

gerbils, parrot-like birds, non-poisonous fish, non- poisonous reptiles and non-poisonous 

snakes under five feet in length, hedge hogs and ferrets. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. Each 

day such section is violated shall constitute a separate offense. 

(Ord. 76-96. Passed 6-10-96; Ord. 72-03. Passed 9-8-03.) 
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505.33 KEEPING WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMALS. 

(a) No person shall own or harbor any wild or exotic animal or animal within the 

municipality unless otherwise permitted under Ohio law. that is endangered within the 

municipality. 

   (b) Exceptions to division (a) herein are veterinarians for the purpose of medical treatment 

and educational facilities. 

   (c) Permission to temporarily keep and care for a native Ohio wild or exotic animal that is 

under the care of a licensed veterinarian shall be obtained from the Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources. 

   (d) Animals which may be owned or harbored within the municipality are: pure domestic 

cats, pure domestic dogs (not hybrid), domestic rabbits, guinea pigs, chinchillas, mice, 

hamsters, gerbils, parrot-like birds, non-poisonous fish, non- poisonous reptiles, and non-

poisonous snakes under five feet in length, hedge hogs, ferrets, and horses owned prior to the 

effective date of this ordinance. 

(e) (b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. Each 

day such violation occurs or continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

(Ord. 76-96. Passed 6-10-96; Ord. 72-03. Passed 9-8-03.) 
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505.39 REPORT OF ESCAPE OF EXOTIC OR DANGEROUS ANIMAL. 

   (a) The owner or keeper of any member of a species of the animal kingdom that 

escapes from his custody or control and that is not indigenous to this state or 

presents a risk of serious physical harm to persons or property, or both, shall, 

within one hour after he discovers or reasonably should have discovered the 

escape, report it to a law enforcement officer of the Municipality and the sheriff of 

the county where the escape occurred. 

   (b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(Ord. 76-96. Passed 6-10-96; Ord. 72-03. Passed 9-8-03.) 
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