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Council President Leanora Jenkins called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

 

Honor Former Councilmember Clemens 

At this time I would like to add a moment of silence for our devoted Councilmember Mel 

Clemens who served our community since 1959. Mel served proudly over a population of 

600 people in 1960. At that time Mel voted nay on his first ordinance. And if you know a 

little bit about Mel, that sounds exactly like him. He also was a Truro Township Trustee in 

1976 to 1999. He was the Safety Service Director and he was also a grand marshal of one of 

our July 4th parades. At this time I would like to have a moment of silence for our devoted 

Public Servant, Mel Clemens.  

 

PRESENT:  Cotner (Remote), Baker (Remote), Bryant (Remote), Strickland (Remote), 

Salvati (Remote), Pyakurel (Remote), Lawson-Rowe (Remote), Jenkins (Remote) 

ABSENT:  

 

Approval of Agenda 

The agenda stands as approved. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

a. City Council – Regular Meeting – May 26, 2020 

The minutes are approved as submitted.  

RESULT: ACCEPTED 

 

Community Comments 

Auditor Cicak 
The images that we saw in Minnesota I think will go down in history as one of the worst 

episodes in human kind since I saw pictures in my history class of a police chief executing 

someone in Saigon during the Vietnam War. I have been deeply disturbed by this. I want to 

move forward, I want stand up, I don't want to be silent I want to be part of the solution. I 
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want to thank Councilmembers Pyakurel and Baker for putting together a press conference, I 

want to thank Pastor John Cotes for coming out from the Interdenominational Ministerial 

Alliance of Columbus and Vicinity. I wanted to do some research on anti-discrimination 

organizations around the world. One of the items I brought up was my research of the 

Charter of Fundamental Human Rights in the European Union. There is some additional 

areas of protection for people that we have not yet addressed. One of them Councilmember 

Cotner brought up, the cast system that is in so many different communities. This would 

eliminate that. An area that I saw that I thought was something we could all work on in 

America was Political and Other opinions. Learning how to live together in peace and having 

good communications and dialogues and intellectual humility to be able to listen to each 

other. This document I submitted to Council, may be not for right now, but in the future as 

this dialogue goes further. I would like to you to at least consider it. Thank you. 

 

The below was submitted by Auditor Cicak 

 

 

CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

Article 21 

Non-discrimination 

1.   Any discrimination based on any ground such as sex, race, color, ethnic or social origin, 

genetic features, language, religion or belief, political or any other opinion, membership of a 

national minority, property, birth, disability, age or sexual orientation shall be prohibited. 

 

2.   Within the scope of application of the Treaties and without prejudice to any of their 

specific provisions, any discrimination on grounds of nationality shall be prohibited.” 

Thank you. 

 

(There is also a copy of a portion of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 

Union that will be included with the final hard copy of the minutes. 
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Joshua Meek 

895 Millstream Drive, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 

 

Mayor Begeny, President Jenkins, and members of City Council,  

 

Recently, beloved Reynoldsburg resident and former councilman, Mel Clemens, passed 

away. I have a few words I would like to share about Mel’s legacy, his impact on my life, 

and on Reynoldsburg. I find there is no better way to honor him than speaking my peace for 

three minutes at a council meeting.  

 

Councilman Clemens touched the lives of many residents through his roughly 60 years of 

service to Reynoldsburg. Through decades of service on City Council, 11 years as the city's 

service director, 16 years on the Truro Township Board of Trustees, and as the 2017 grand 

marshal of the Fourth of July parade, he served this community to the best of his ability. 

During those years, many will remember him for always speaking his mind and looking out 

for the little guy.  In the City of Respect, he was a class act. One of the great privileges of my 

life was getting to talk to Mel whenever possible, for with every conversation he passed 

along a lifetime of wisdom and advice. It was these words that taught me how to be a leader. 

There is very few, if any, that match Councilman Clemens’ dedication to the city. When he 

began his years of public service, our city was still a village with a population of only 600; 

however, we have now grown to a city with a population of almost 40,000. As our 

community grew, our love for Mel grew twofold.  

 

And while our city has grown and changed through the years, it must not forget the people 

that made it possible. I believe it would be a great disservice to allow this moment to come 

and pass without recognizing Councilman Clemens’ contribution to Reynoldsburg. I would 

like to plead Mayor Begeny and the City Council to commemorate the life and legacy of 

Councilman Clemens. While I will leave the deliberation of such options to you all, let the 

commemoration be something of substance and grandeur. It is my hope that we can do 

something to teach future generations the story of Mel Clemens, a story of leadership, a story 

of community--the story of Reynoldsburg.  

 

Thank you all. 

 

President Jenkins thanks Mr. Meek for his kind words. 
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Councilmember Lawson-Rowe  
I would like to offer my deepest sympathies to Mr. Clemens family. He was a local celebrity 

and public servant and he left an immeasurable print in all of our lives and he will deeply and 

sadly missed. I would like to also congratulate our Clerk Ms. Prasher, she was nominated for 

OMCA Clerk of the Year and she is nominated from a fellow municipal clerk. I hold that in 

great honor and I congratulate her and the award should be shared in mid-July, so we will 

find out what to do to properly celebrate her. I would like to share two other things madam 

President. On Wednesday, June 3rd, many of us had the opportunity to participate in a 

peaceful protest march under the direction of many of our Reynoldsburg High School 

students. Led by the Tomato Festival Queen Dipisha Kckhatri. I do believe that she is a rising 

senior. It was a great honor that I was able to participate and see our City come together 

under such distress and I am quite humbled and grateful that these are being had number one. 

Number two that this is a time of solidarity, that although the fight in front of us is Black 

Lives Matter but we cannot proceed without having all hands on the table. So I appreciate 

everyone standing in across color, religion, national origin for justice. Lastly, I would like to 

share, I had an opportunity to participate in a peaceful protest in Pickerington. Part of 

Fairfield County falls within Ward 4. A young woman by the name of Alex Roman, she is a 

2020 Pickerington North graduate, she organized that. Our future is very bright. I am just 

filled with gratitude that this is a time that, although we are face with the inequities, there is 

hope on the horizon. Thank you. 

 

President Jenkins 
Thank you. Yes, I was also part of some of the marches and protests that were organized in 

Reynoldsburg. I was happy to see that our youth were able to put those together and they 

were very well attended. We had several that were in Reynoldsburg. It was a joy to see the 

people in Reynoldsburg come together and to march with us. Thank you for bringing that to 

our attention, for those that did not know and those that were not able to attend those events.  

 

Councilmember Strickland 
I want to say thank you. I know on May 29th, I asked for our African American 

Councilmembers to come together and address what was going on down in Columbus and 

what was going on around the world. I want to personally say thank you to Councilmember 

Baker, Councilmember Lawson-Rowe and President Jenkins for attending. Thank you Mayor 

and thank you to Attorney Shook for coming together. It was very important for me to make 

sure that we get the African American leadership out to speak amongst what's going on with 

the Black Lives Matter movement and I am feeling hopeful today that we all can come 

together. As I tell people all the time, it’s just not black people that's going to be able to make 
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a change, it’s going to take all of us to stand up for what is right. And my new motto is "if 

you see something, say something" when it comes to racism. So I am asking individuals to 

stand with me as we continue this movement together. Thank you for that. Again, I 

participated in some of the marches, standing for justice over the weekend and here recently.  

There is hope, there is really hope there. Again, I just wanted to say thank you. I know this is 

the class of 2020 just graduated also. Shon Strickland, my son was in the class of 2020. 

Everything went well, just to have the opportunity to see our students walk across the stage. 

Thank you to Superintendent Brown and also everyone on the school board for making that 

possible. Again thank you. I appreciate the hard work it took to put that all together and also 

we have the virtual recognition too and I just enjoyed it, so thank you.  

 

Councilmember Bryant 
I want to thank the family of Mel Clemens and wish them peace and comfort in this difficult 

time. Councilmember Baker and I had the opportunity to serve with him for a couple years 

before he retired from Council. The one thing that I respected the most about him was that he 

didn't care about political parties. He wanted to do what was right for Reynoldsburg, what he 

believed in his heart was the best thing for Reynoldsburg. That was all he cared about, he 

didn't care that I was a democrat, he worked with me anyways. We had some great 

conversations and I learned a lot from him in the time we got to serve together. I think he will 

be greatly missed. The second thing I would like to mention tonight is that enlighten of 

recent events over the last couple of weeks I decided to do a ride-a-long with one of our K9 

units. Just a few short years ago we didn't have K9 units. Specifically, Raider was the dog I 

was out with the other night. Absolutely remarkable animal. Had the chance to see him in 

action. Had the chance to see him engage in some of those training exercises. Allowed me 

the opportunity to sit with one of our officers for the evening and he shared with me a story 

that he had from prior to becoming a police officer where he was stopped by law 

enforcement and treated rather unforgivingly. This is something that has to stop. We cannot 

have this anywhere. We can’t have it in Reynoldsburg, we can’t have it in Columbus. We 

have an opportunity to hire a new Police Chief very soon. This a decision that we will all be 

taking very seriously. And hoping to have a fresh start with a new Chief that will take all of 

these concerns into consideration when he is putting together all of his policies and 

procedures. When that new Chief takes office. We have an opportunity to get it right here 

and I am looking forward to that.  
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Councilmember Baker 
I would like to say condolences to the Clemens family. When I heard of Mel's passing, the 

very first thing that popped in my head was Frank Sinatra's, "I Did It My Way." I know Mel, 

he did it his way, he stayed true to himself and that's what I liked about Mel. Condolences to 

his family. I want to say thank you say to all of the Council members, administrative staff 

and elected officials for showing up last Tuesday for the equality and justice press conference 

that Councilmember Pyakurel and I put on. I think that all of us come together along with 

several religious leaders here in Reynoldsburg show great unity and I just want to say thank 

you to those who showed up.  

 

Councilmember Pyakurel 
I want to thank Councilman Mel Clemens for his service as a Councilmember. He told me 

several times when I was I was elected, remember people. That is the first thing to remember 

and don't care about anything else. And that has stayed very strong inside me even now. The 

things we have seen in the community, I am very appreciative that we all could come 

together and have a peaceful rally that was organized by a student. As Councilmember 

Lawson-Rowe stated, we have hope and there are a lot of possibilities being seen in 

Reynoldsburg. And I am hopeful we will be able to make changes the days to come.  

 

Mayor Begeny 

I share in everyone's condolences for former Councilmember Mel Clemens. There are so 

many things that can be said about him. He will be missed. I did speak with Josh Meek who 

sent in the submission earlier, about some sort of recognition for all of his accomplishments 

for his dedication to the City. I am going to be speaking with his family on their involvement 

and their take on a good idea and a good memoriam for Mel. You are right, there are images 

happening all over the United States and around the world when it comes to the loss of 

George Floyd's life. It hit home in Reynoldsburg. We have had a number of peaceful protest, 

we have had a number of conversations with people in the grass but one that has come up 

consistently is that this is no longer just about getting together and saying things need to 

change. This is the opportunity, as Councilmember Bryant said, this is the time to act. This is 

the opportunity to make some of the systematic changes if there are things out there to do. 

With help from a new Police Chief, with help from RPD, with help from the community. I 

look forward to that as we get ready to enter a new phase without new potential Police Chief 

as interviews are starting next week. That's what I am looking forward to and I know it’s not 

going to take just one person. It’s not just me, it’s not just Council, and it’s going to be a 

large endeavor. Does anyone have any questions about that process? 
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Councilmember Strickland 
Thank you for your comments. Mayor Begeny you have been there every step of the ay as 

leader and I do appreciate that. I am going to be asking you for a Community Relations 

Commissioner Board so we can start putting things together. We no longer can continue the 

conversation, we need to act. Put measurements in place to make sure that as a community 

we are addressing the needs of individuals, people of color, minorities. I am asking for us to 

come together and do a Community Relations Commission Board. The time is now. We can 

no longer sit back and talk about the changes we want to see happen, we really need to start 

putting some things together and making sure we act on it. That is my hope and my request. I 

am hoping that everyone from the Council will get on board so we can make his happen.  

 

Mayor Begeny 
Absolutely Councilmember Strickland, it’s a fabulous idea.  I will endeavor to get something 

together in the very near future and present it to Council and it will address many of the 

needs that our community faces. With that I do have two proclamation I would like to go 

through. The first may not be something people are very familiar with. I became familiar 

when I was teaching at Beechcroft High School.  

 

Juneteenth Celebration Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, Juneteenth is a holiday marking the end of slavery in the United States; and, 

WHEREAS, this year marks the 1st City of Reynoldsburg Juneteenth Freedom Day 

Recognition; and, 

WHEREAS, the Emancipation Proclamation went into effect January 1, 1863; and 

WHEREAS, the Civil War ended in April 1865; and 

WHEREAS, when Union Army General Gordon Granger landed at the Texas Port City of 

Galveston in June 1865 one of his first actions on June 19, 1865 was to read General Order 

#3, which stated that all slaves are free and that former masters and slaves have absolute 

equality of personal and property rights; and, 

WHEREAS, following his statement, June 19th (Juneteenth) became the emancipation date 

of those long suffering for freedom; and, 

WHEREAS, since then, as the oldest known celebration commemorating the end of slavery 

in America, this tradition of celebration has remained strong well into the 21st century to 

recognize the triumph of the human spirit over the cruelty of slavery and to honor the 

strength, endurance, and faith of African American ancestors; and, 

WHEREAS, it is imperative that citizens across the state join together to acknowledge this 

time in our history that is a recognized holiday in 47 of 50 states, that works to carry on the 



 
MINUTES REGULAR MEETING 

REYNOLDSBURG CITY COUNCIL 

June 8, 2020 

 

 

City of Reynoldsburg Page 8 Updated 6/23/2020 4:21 PM  

nation’s ideals of equality and democracy and celebrate the joys of liberty and justice for 

every American citizen; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Joe Begeny, Mayor of the City of Reynoldsburg, do hereby 

proclaim June 19, 2020, as Juneteenth Celebration Day in Reynoldsburg. I encourage all 

citizens in the City of Reynoldsburg to participate in the Juneteenth Day and celebrate 

African American history and culture that enriches and adds a strong sense of community for 

our state. 

 

 

Pride Month Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, it is one of the responsibilities of the Mayor of Reynoldsburg to recognize 

occasions of outstanding significance; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Reynoldsburg supports the rights of every citizen to experience 

equality and freedom from discrimination; and 

WHEREAS, all people regardless of age, race, color, religion, marital status, national origin, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or physical challenges have the right to be treated on the 

basis of their intrinsic value as human beings; and   

WHEREAS, the City of Reynoldsburg accepts and welcomes people of diverse backgrounds 

and believes a diverse population leads to a more vibrant community; and 

WHEREAS, the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) communities 

contribute to the cultural, civic and economic successes of the City of Reynoldsburg; and 

WHEREAS, while we as a society at large are slowly embracing new definitions of 

sexuality and gender, we must also acknowledge that the need for education and awareness 

remains vital to end discrimination and prejudice.    

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Joe Begeny do hereby recognize June, as PRIDE MONTH 

in the City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio and urge our residents to reflect on the ongoing struggle 

for equality that members of the LGBTQ community face and celebrate their contributions 

which enhance our City.  
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Mayor Begeny continued 
Unfortunately, I do have one last thing. I would like to read a statement.  

 

Reynoldsburg community,  

 

After much discussion and debate, this year’s Reynoldsburg Tomato Festival will be 

canceled due to the COVID-19 Pandemic and the resulting economic impact. This is not 

what anyone wanted, especially after last year’s popular return of the Festival. The health and 

safety of our community members, guests, vendors and volunteers is a priority and with the 

amount of uncertainty of festival protocols this is the right decision for all.    

 

“I know everyone was looking forward to this year’s festival events, from the return of the 

tomato wars, the stunning car show, great musical entertainment and of course the delicious 

fair food, rides and games we all love so much be missed” said Mayor Joe Begeny.  

 

The economic impact from COVID-19 has negatively affected the revenue of every city in 

Ohio, and while Reynoldsburg made quick and decisive decisions to safeguard the general 

fund we face an uncertain future. City services like our Police Department, Street, Water and 

Sewer departments must be maintained for the safety of our residents.  

 

Mayor Joe Begeny is already planning for the future “We are already in the process of 

making arrangements for our 2021 Tomato festival next August, working to attract the great 

musical acts and entertainment that will thrill our audiences. We will be back and better than 

ever”  

 

If you would like to volunteer or would like information on sponsorship for next year’s 

festival please contact Jennifer Clemens at (jclemens@ci.reynoldsburg.oh.us), Reynoldsburg 

connects, etc.  

 

Now that the festival is not happening we do have a number of other things that we are going 

to do to try and bring a little bit of fun and entertainment back into the community. We are 

going to work in conjunction with the Reynoldsburg Community Association, to continue on 

traditions like the bicycle decoration contest. We are also going to introduce some new things 

like a 4th of July theme yard decorating contest and perhaps a contest to recognize some 

chalk art that some of the community members have been able to put out there. We are going 

to ask you to bring us some favorite backyard BBQ recipes and post some of the pictures 

from your celebrations on the 4th of July and of course patriotic pets, because who doesn't 
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want to dress up their pets in American Flag gear. We are also looking to go beyond that into 

the time of the Tomato Festival itself. We are still going to have some traditional things like 

we have had. The various sizes and shapes of tomatoes so we can award the best tomato, the 

smallest tomato and others. We are going to start having drive-in movies, for those of us who 

remember what those are at Civic Park in the not too distant future. We are going to continue 

on with the Reynoldsburg Pizza Tour. We are going to ask local Reynoldsburg Pizza shops to 

participate so we can still crown Reynoldsburg's favorite pizza this year, what would have 

been the weekend of the Tomato festival. We are also going to start our Music on the Cul-de-

sac program, perhaps you have seen it in other communities. Where we have different 

musicians come in and play for small groups on the courts in different areas around 

Reynoldsburg. We are working on having a fast food drive thru because while we can’t the 

Tomato Festival, there are a lot of us who still want to have funnel cakes and elephant ears. 

We are going to try and find a way to bring that to the community of Reynoldsburg. Some of 

us are going to be doing a salsa cooking demonstration here at the City that we will 

broadcast. That's certainly not all that we are doing but just a preview of some the things that 

we are going to do to try and keep up that community spirit as we deal with the pandemic of 

2020 with Covid-19. I ask for your support in this and I am sure that we will come back in 

2021 better than ever with our Tomato Festival. I do apologize but this is in the best interest 

of the City both financially and for the health of everyone. I look forward to moving forward.  

 

President Jenkins asks for an update on the July 4th parade.  

 

The Community Association, Reynoldsburg Police Department and I did have a meeting 

about two weeks ago and it was determined at the time, given the restrictions that were 

placed on us at the state level by Governor Dewine, that it would be very difficult to have a 

parade under those circumstances. The Community Association did a fabulous job getting a 

plan in place to make it as close to being viable as possible, there was just a lot of unknowns, 

especially when it comes to crowd size. Without the governors official go ahead we had to 

make the call.  

 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe 
Thank you Mayor Begeny for offering those proclamations. Juneteenth, Freedom Day is very 

special to me, so I do appreciate that. As a leader in the community and as a self-identified 

bridge filler and gap filler, it’s with a great excitement that Reynoldsburg is acknowledging 

Freedom Day. Many of us young and old, do not know what it means because it is not taught 

in schools. So it’s up to us to educate ourselves and our children and this is a step in the right 

direction and I do appreciate it and acknowledge it, thank you very much. Also, thank you 
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very much for the Pride resolution. I had an opportunity to be in the audience when the 

resolution had been offered in the past. Me being someone who has loved ones, family 

members, mentors and leaders who I respect and admire who are members of that 

community, I stand with them as an ally. Thank you.  

 

Councilmember Baker 
Thank you Mayor Begeny for bringing both of those proclamations forth. I basically agree 

with everything Councilmember Lawson-Rowe said.  

 

President Jenkins 
I, too, thank you for this and support both of those proclamations.  

 

Communications 

TREASURY BOARD MEETING REPORT 

 

Motions 

A MOTION TO APPROVE A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING PRIDE MONTH - 

JUNE, 2020 

Councilmember Bryant presented and read the Pride Month Resolution. 

 

A MOTION TO APPROVE A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING PRIDE MONTH 

JUNE, 2020  

 

WHEREAS, it is one of the responsibilities of the City Council of Reynoldsburg to 

recognize occasions of outstanding significance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Reynoldsburg supports the rights of every citizen to experience 

equality and freedom from discrimination; and 

 

WHEREAS, all people regardless of age, race, color, religion, marital status, national 

origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, or physical challenges have the right to be 

treated on the basis of their intrinsic value as human beings; and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Reynoldsburg accepts and welcomes people of diverse 

backgrounds and believes a diverse population leads to a more vibrant community; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) 

communities contribute to the cultural, civic and economic successes of the City of 

Reynoldsburg; and 

 

WHEREAS, while we as a society at large are slowly embracing new definitions of 

sexuality and gender, we must also acknowledge that the need for education and 

awareness remains vital to end discrimination and prejudice. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG, 

we, the City Council of Reynoldsburg, do hereby proclaim the month of June 2020 as 
 

PRIDE MONTH 
 

in Reynoldsburg and urge our residents to reflect on the ongoing struggle for equality that 

members of the LGBTQ community face and celebrate their contributions which enhance 

our City. 

 

PASSED this 8th day of June, 2020. 

 

 

Councilmember Baker  
 

I would like to thank Councilmember Bryant for bringing forth this Motion. 

 

Councilmember Strickland 

 

Thank you Councilmember Bryant as well. This is something we need to make sure that 

we recognize and try to again, make sure that everyone is feeling and treated equally 

here. I really do appreciate that.  
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Councilmember Lawson-Rowe 
 

I really am going to miss the PRIDE Parade this month, last year was my first year going. 

So I will miss this year’s parades and the Tomato Festival.  

 

President Jenkins 
 

I would also like to thank Councilmember Bryant for bringing this forward. We are the 

City of Respect and we want to treat everyone equally.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Meredith Lawson-Rowe, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Bhuwan Pyakurel, Councilman 

AYES: Cotner, Baker, Bryant, Strickland, Salvati, Pyakurel, Lawson-Rowe 

 

A MOTION TO APPROVE A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE RACISM A PUBLIC 

HEALTH CRISIS AND TO RECOMMIT OUR FULL ATTENTION TO IMPROVING 

THE QUALITY OF LIFE AND HEALTH OF OUR MINORITY RESIDENTS 

Councilmember Strickland 

Thank you President Jenkins. I would like to bring this motion before Council because 

this is something that is very dear to my heart. My family members have been 

discriminated against and racism happens. I am hoping that individuals have the 

opportunity to read this resolution but I would like to read this resolution.  

 

Councilmember Strickland read the resolution to declare racism a public health crisis. 

 

A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE RACISM A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS AND 

TO RECOMMIT OUR FULL ATTENTION TO IMPROVING THE QUALITY 

OF LIFE AND HEALTH OF OUR MINORITY RESIDENTS 
 

WHEREAS, racism is rooted in the foundation of America, beginning with chattel 

slavery in 1619; much of the Black experience in America has been endured under 

slavery and Jim Crow which allowed preferential opportunities for some while subjecting 

people of color to hardships and disadvantages in every area of life; and 
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WHEREAS, health disparities have existed in America for more than 400 years - we 

now are witnessing a coronavirus pandemic which is shining a stark light upon the long-

running racial divide - Black patients are dying in larger-than-expected, record numbers, 

COVID-19 is killing Black people at 2.4 times the rate of white people and Black people 

are disproportionately suffering in-part due to long standing, unaddressed health 

disparities as well as systematic racism and other socioeconomic inequities; and 
 

WHEREAS, there is clear data to illustrate that racism negatively impacts the lives of 

Black people, the current COVID- 19 crisis has helped to highlight now, more than ever, 

that racism, not race causes disproportionately higher rates of homelessness, 

incarceration, and economic hardships for African Americans - racism can be seen across 

systemic, institutional and interpersonal levels - all operating over the course of time and 

across generations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the negative repercussions of historical racism, including but not limited to 

discriminatory lending practices of the 20th century known as “redlining” and the current 

limitations and access to healthy, nutritious food, reduced life expectancy, increased rates 

of lead poisoning, limited access to clean water, and higher rates of infant mortality 

demonstrate the current impact of racism; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Reynoldsburg is committed to engaging in a reform agenda for 

public safety, based on research and significant input from residents to fight racism 

wherever it is found within our systems; and 
 

WHEREAS, the privileges that other Americans experience inhibits them from fully 

understanding how racism impacts Black people in America - for example the 

performance of simple tasks like driving while Black, walking in neighborhoods or just 

going to a park come with certain risk not experienced by others - life events like getting 

a job, purchasing a home, buying a car, or just raising a family come with barriers that 

other cultures don’t experience; and 
 

WHEREAS, the members of Reynoldsburg City Council support the recent resolution 

drafted by the Franklin County Board of Commissioners declaring “Racism as a Public 

Health Crisis;” because we recognize that racism is real and as a community we have to 

work together to promote equity and eradicate racism - moreover this Council believes 

that it is now time to declare racism a public health crisis in our community; because the 

disparities that we have outlined represent a public health crisis which affects us all, and 
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we as a civil society have an obligation to raise awareness and make sure that every 

sector of our society work to reverse this crisis; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council urges every sector of our society to declare these disparities as 

a public health crisis and to immediately take steps to address, fund, and support areas 

that strategically reduce the long term impact of the Social Determinants of Health for at 

risk communities - this includes reducing and eliminating preferential treatment for the 

majority while subjecting people of color to increased hardships, now therefore, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG: 

1. That this Council does hereby declare racism as a public health crisis in our 

community and recommits our full attention to improving the quality of life and 

health of our minority residents.   
 

2. The City of Reynoldsburg will work to progress as an equity and justice-oriented 

community, with City leadership and staff continuing to identify specific 

activities to further enhance diversity principles across City leadership, staffing, 

and contracting. 
 

3. The City of Reynoldsburg shall support community efforts to amplify issues of 

racism and engage actively and authentically with communities of color wherever 

they live. 
 

4. The City of Reynoldsburg shall work to encourage racial equity among all 

community partners, vendors, and contractors. 
 

5. The City of Reynoldsburg calls upon the Governor, the Speaker of the House, the 

Ohio Senate President, and other central Ohio communities to join us to declare 

racism as a public health crisis and to enact equity in all policies of the State of 

Ohio.  
 

PASSED this 6th day of June, 2020. 

 

 

Councilmember Strickland 
Just reading this resolution, African Americans, minorities are impacted in every part of 

our lives. Racism happens. And we need to make sure as a City that holds leadership, that 

everyone in our community feels safe having an opportunity. We need to create those 
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opportunities for individuals here. I really appreciate Councilmember Lawson-Rowe 

working with me on this. She is a co-sponsor of this resolution. I want to open up for 

comment regarding this resolution.  

 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe 
Thank you to Councilmember Strickland for allowing me to be a co-sponsor with her for 

this. I would like to share a couple of things. First of all, I am not sure if you know the 

coin phrase "when America sneezes, black America gets the flu".  With all due respect, 

America has Covid and black America is dying. I would like to digress and share with 

you that I have had an opportunity to participate in what we are calling the dear colleague 

letter and this letter has come together under the direction of Councilwoman Gigi Traore 

in Newburgh, Ohio. She has put together this letter and 25 black Councilwomen across 

Ohio in different municipalities signed on. If you would allow me the opportunity to 

share this.  

 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe reads the following letter.  

 
June 4, 2020  

 

Ohio State Senate & United States Senate &  

Ohio House of Representatives United States House of Representatives  

Columbus, OH 43215 Washington, DC 20515  

 

Dear Colleague,  

 

This past week along with the last few months have underscored the racist severity faced by the 

Black community; the racial disparagement ranges from social-economic consequence, the COVID-

19 Pandemic, along with the murder of Black women and men in the United States. We know some 

of their names and acts such as the egregious profiling of Christian Cooper in New York, or the 

killings of George Floyd in Minnesota, Breonna Taylor in Kentucky and Ahmaud Arbery in Georgia, 

but the overall vilification of Black America is not a distant occurrence.  

 

Ohio is stained by many of the same unfortunate experiences in the names of Tamir Rice, John 

Crawford, Tanisha Anderson, Samuel DuBose, Desmond Franklin, Terrance Moxley, Brandon 

Jones, James Carney, III and many others.  

 

Furthermore, over the last few years we have suffered the trauma of witnessing too many killings of 

unarmed Black Americans in the United States. We have viewed social media posts and watched 



 
MINUTES REGULAR MEETING 

REYNOLDSBURG CITY COUNCIL 

June 8, 2020 

 

 

City of Reynoldsburg Page 17 Updated 6/23/2020 4:21 PM  

news coverage of police officers and private citizens gunning down members of our communities 

without the ability to offer explanation. All the while, COVID-19 did not “take a break” while these 

racially charged incidents were occurring; as Black Americans have died at a rate of 50.3 per 

100,000 people resulting in more than 20,000 deaths. The veil of pervasive racial inequities present 

in our municipalities and states across the country has been removed, revealing a painful and difficult 

blotch.  

 

Moreover, the misconduct and vigilantism of private citizens and police officers who kill, profile or 

vilify Black men and women without justification or excuse, highlights the deeply rooted structural 

and systemic racism in our history. This real and persistent threat to our lives, the lives of those we 

love and our civil right to be safe in our personhood and in our communities must be confronted.  

Accordingly, in our role as Councilwomen elected to serve in local governments across the state of 

Ohio and women who are spouses, wives, mothers, daughters, grandmothers, sisters as well as 

Political Leaders, we seek to create a set of measured as well as intentional Civil Rights and Social 

Justice Policies designed to ensure that our communities have the same equal protection under the 

law that is extended to other groups.  Therefore, we support and call for accountability and equitable 

practices in the following 8-Point Policy Provision Regarding Racial Justice: 

 

I. Declare racism a public health crisis.  

II. Remove discriminative laws such as the Stop and Identify Statute.  

III. Expand statewide medical provisions to include mental healthcare regarding race (i.e. counseling 

/therapy sessions).  

IV. Implement at minimum a financial penalty assessment for false calls regarding racial profiling as 

well as an abusive and unnecessary use of local police agency resources.  

V. Conduct additional Employment Equity Trainings by certified professionals within each 

respective field, inclusive of racial justice, unconscious bias, mental health, de-escalation practices 

and drug addiction awareness.  

VI. Require an Annual Accountability Analysis of police departments in regards to excessive use of 

force complaints and make the reporting complaint process available electronically and anonymous 

with a follow-up loop.  

VII. Implement a decertification process for officers found to have engaged in egregious actions and 

behaviors (similar to the law, medical and social work professions).  

VIII. Mandate body-worn cameras at all times, which can be incentivized by the United States 

Justice Department.  

 

It is critical that elected legislators at every level of government band together to take the urgent and 

necessary action needed to address historic discrimination and protect as well as support our Black 

citizenry. For we are stronger and more effective as a collective. We are the answer - and we possess 
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the power to turn the tide towards justice by launching into productive action, and thereby ensuring 

Ohio stays safe!  

 

We thank each of our elected colleagues for your leadership in your respective offices and look 

forward to working collaboratively to provide educational opportunities and further support our 

police officers who protect and serve without bias, as well as making racial justice a priority issue 

and passing comprehensive Racial Justice Policy which will improve the conditions of Black Lives 

starting in Ohio and spanning throughout the United States.  

 

Yours in Service,  

 

Councilwoman Gigi Traore      Councilwoman Tara Samples  

Newburgh Heights, OH      Akron, OH  

Councilwoman Wendy Grant      Majority Leader Phyllis Cleveland  

Bedford Heights, OH       Cleveland, OH  

Councilwoman Davida Russell     Councilwoman Juanita Gowdy  

Cleveland Heights, OH      East Cleveland, OH  

Councilwoman Stephana Caviness     Councilwoman Shayla L. Davis  

Euclid, OH        Garfield Heights, OH  

Councilwoman Dana D. Anderson     Councilwoman Candace Williams  

Maple Heights, OH       Oakwood Village, OH  

Councilwoman Eloise Hardin      Council President Angie Jenkins  

Oakwood Village, OH       Reynoldsburg, OH  

Councilwoman Meredith Lawson Rowe    Councilwoman Shanette Strickland  

Reynoldsburg, OH       Reynoldsburg, OH  

Council President Eloise Henry     Councilwoman Cassandra Nelson  

Richmond Heights, OH      Richmond Heights, OH  

Councilwoman Juanita Lewis      Councilwoman Kim Thomas  

Richmond Heights, OH      Richmond Heights, OH  

Councilwoman Carmella Williams     Councilwoman Ruth Gray  

Shaker Heights, OH       South Euclid, OH  

Councilwoman Saundra Berry      Councilwoman Kimberly H. Edwards  

University Heights, OH      Warrensville Heights, OH  

Council President Jennifer Mitchell Earley    Councilwoman Nakeshia Nickerson  

Woodmere Village, OH      Woodmere Village, OH  

Councilwoman Vivian J. Walker  

Woodmere Village, OH 
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Councilmember Lawson-Rowe 
We are falling in line behind our Congresswoman Joyce Beatty and our Senator Sherrod 

Brown, they are introducing legislation in support of racial justice and the severity of 

racism as a public house crisis along with state representatives in the County. Thank you. 

 

President Jenkins 
Thank you, I believe Hearcel Craig is working on that as well? Senator Hearcel Craig? 

 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe  
Yes, there will actually be senate testimonies received tomorrow. And he is co-

sponsoring the state bill in that discussion.  

 

Councilmember Bryant 
I would like to thank Councilmember Lawson-Rowe and Strickland for taking the lead on 

this and being out in front of this community the last couple weeks. I plan to be out at the 

statehouse tomorrow to give testimony on Senator Craig's bill as well.  

 

Councilmember Strickland 
Thank you Councilmember Bryant, I appreciate that. 

 

Councilmember Baker 
I would like to also thank Councilmember Strickland and Lawson-Rowe for spear 

heading this. You two are showing what leadership is truly about in the community and I 

want to commend both of you on that.  

 

Councilmember Cotner 
Thank you again both, as we continue to echo, for bringing this forward. There is no 

question that we need more unity and connectedness in our community and across the 

world. I think this is a good piece and as I was looking through this and researching a 

little, we reference the Franklin County item that was passed and much of this is echoes 

from that. I read their comments about it and kind of where the need for this also comes 

from. It’s the comment by the Franklin County Health Commissioner who says that we 

must address the injustices caused by racism and support actions at all level. He also 

comments that racism may be intentional or unintentional. The dialogue that people are 

opening up to are very positive, that eyes are opened and hopefully hearts change in a lot 

of ways. Some of these can be very beneficial in that dialogue and conversation. The fact 

that it was the Franklin County Health Commissioner making some of these comments 
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added a lot of credibility to the efforts of this and it’s not just some political piece but 

something to really try and get through to and understand the need for change and the 

need to address at the most base level, the issues of care and health and wellbeing. I think 

that this is a nice piece and I appreciate you bringing forward for the Reynoldsburg 

community as well. Thank you very much.  

 

Councilmember Pyakurel 
Thank you both for bringing this. This is long overdue and unfortunately it has to come 

when somebody has an unfortunate incident. But it is now here, we are adapting it, I 

think we are ready to make some changes. It’s great that it is now here and I think we are 

taking some actions.  

 

President Jenkins 
I too would like to thank you both for bringing this forward. This resolution brings about 

the awareness that we need to all have here in Reynoldsburg and now that we have the 

awareness, we have to take action. We have to do something. I too have spoken with 

Franklin County Commissioner, Joe Mazzola used to be a co-worker of mine and I have 

spoken with him on the awareness. And I said we are all aware of this and now what are 

we going to do about this and how are we going to bring about changes. I have spoken 

with Health Equity Director at the Health Department and how to go about making this 

awareness into an action. At this point that is what we need to do is have action so we can 

work on this action. I hope that the health departments are going to do something because 

they know about it and there has been a crisis for some time now and now that it has been 

brought forth from Covid, there is a spotlight on it and hope now that we can bring about 

some change. What we can do locally is bring about change in Reynoldsburg, is what we 

are able to do here. I look forward to working with everyone on this as we move forward.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristin Bryant, At-Large Councilmember 

SECONDER: Stacie Baker, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Cotner, Baker, Bryant, Strickland, Salvati, Pyakurel, Lawson-Rowe 
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Reports 

CLERK OF COURT REPORT 

I am submitting monies collected from the court. Due to COVID-19, no court was held 

for the month of April.  I am also submitting monies collected during the same period 

pursuant to City Ordinance No/s. 146-94 and 104-02. 

 

Fines &Waivers/Bond Costs/Bond Forfeitures Order In (#110.4512) $    1,295.00 

Court Costs & Misc. Costs Assessed               (#110.4510) $    3,833.00  

 

Sub-Total (To General Revenue Fund)    $     5,128.00 

 

Computerization Needs Fund     (#211.4510) $       350.00 

Enforcement & Education Fund    (#293.4616)    $           0.00 

  

Sub-Total        $       350.00 

  

 Total Amount Submitted      $    5,478.00 

RESULT: READ INTO THE MINUTES 

 

WEST LICKING FIRE DISTRICT REPORT 

Councilmen Baker explains they have been able to meet a few times since his 

appointment in January, but the Covid crisis it has made this harder to do. The men and 

women of West Licking Fire Department are doing an excellent job with emergency 

responses. As a response to the flooding seen last month, West Licking has purchased a 

rescue boat. They are now equipped to be able to handle any future flooding issues. There 

was no meeting held last month because of Covid and moving forward they will only 

meet as needed to lessen exposure.  

RESULT: READ INTO THE MINUTES 
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Development, Parks & Recreation Committee 

There is no Development, Parks & Recreation Committee meeting. 

 

Public Safety, Law & Courts Committee 

There is no Public Safety, Law & Courts Committee meeting. 

 

Public Service & Transportation Committee 

There is no Public Service &Transportation Committee meeting. 

 

Finance & Administration Committee 

This is the Finance & Administration Committee meeting for June 8, 2020. 

 

Members in attendance are:  Councilmember Baker, Councilmember Bryant, 

Councilmember Strickland, Chair Salvati and President Jenkins. 

An Ordinance to Approve Payment of Services Performed Prior to the Auditor’s 

Certification of Availability of Funds, and Declaring an Emergency 

 

Auditor Cicak 
This is for a water bill to be paid to the Columbus City Treasurer. The purchase order 

was initially opened up for an amount that was less than the actual bill coming in. The 

money is available.  It's an accounting issue.  It's an audit issue. The money is 

available and needs your approval. The purchase order wasn't opened for the full 

amount and that's what we are here for. The bill is due in 30 days, which is the reason 

for the emergency.   

 

President Jenkins 
What is the purchase order amount? 

 

Auditor Cicak 
Initially, the remaining amount was $285,579.81. This purchase order is for 

$86,316.68.  Maybe due to Covid-19, if there were more people at home using water, 

but the bill for $86,316 that we need to open a purchase order for, with your approval. 
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Councilmember Strickland 
I want to make sure this is clear.  We are coming back to Council for an additional 

$86,000.00? Are there any reasons on the accounting side where this was messed up?  

How did this happen? I am just trying to see how this happened. 

 

Auditor Cicak 
I talked to Paul Hellman, our Water Superintendent, and he said he just miss 

estimated. He opened an amount that was just not enough for the bill.  

 

President Jenkins 
And what's the time frame for the PO 

 

Auditor Cicak 
Once it reaches my Office, tomorrow, once it passes, I have 30 days to pay the bill.  

 

President Jenkins 
No, is the bill for 1 month, 2 months, or 3 months? 

 

Auditor Cicak 
First Quarter. This is just is what is called a "then and now". The money is available, 

but the purchase order is not for enough and a new purchase order was opened after 

the bill was received or the work was performed.  

 

President Jenkins 
And this is for our water bill that we pay to Columbus every quarter?  It is normally 

estimated at a certain amount and you're guessing that it's probably because people 

aren't out working, everyone is at home now. 

 

Auditor Cicak 
That was my guess, but you can clarify that with the Service Director. 

 

Mayor Begeny 
He is having issues with the system or the mute on his phone, but I do have him by 

text. I'll make sure he gets something out to everyone if there are other questions for 

clarification.  
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Councilmember Cotner 
What's the due date of this bill? You said you have 30 days once approved, but what's 

the due date? 

 

Auditor Cicak 
In the notes it says 6/5, but in all actuality its 30 days from when I get it. Columbus is 

not going to turn off the water to Reynoldsburg for this.  

 

Councilmember Cotner 
So it doesn't have to be a single read, it can still get read tonight and read in two 

weeks, then passed as an emergency. 

 

Auditor Cicak 
I would refer to the City Attorney to comment on that, I would prefer it be passed 

tonight so that I could pay the bill.  

 

City Attorney Shook 
The state statue states that on then and now legislation that the bill is going to have to 

be paid within 30 days of the Auditors certification.  He issues that certification when 

the ordinance is presented to Council. I am not sure when the date on that was. That 

may indicate whether we can or should allow us to go to a second read with an 

emergency pass. Auditor Cicak, do you know which day you certified that to 

Council? 

 

Auditor Cicak 
I have not certified it yet. 

 

Attorney Shook 
I would see no issue with Council passing this as emergency on a second read legally.  

 

Councilmember Salvati 

If we were going to pass this on a second read, we would have to amend the 

language, is that correct? 

 

Clerk Prasher 
No, you would just move to forward it to Council for a first read.  
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Councilmember Pyakurel 

As the Auditor said, Columbus is not going to shut the water off for this bill, so why 

can't we go for three reads and go slowly, because it’s not going to have an affect 

anyway.  

 

Attorney Shook 
That could become a problem because then we could go beyond the 30 day time. And 

to be clear, ordinances that are passed not as an emergency, do not take effect for 30 

days after the date of passage. It would have to be passed as an emergency.  

 

Councilmember Salvati moves to forward the legislation to Council for a FIRST 

READ as an emergency. Second by Councilmember Bryant. Motion Carries.  
 

LEGISLATION FOR FIRST READING 

AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF SERVICES PERFORMED PRIOR 

TO THE AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY --- Salvati. Finance and Administration Committee. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL Next: 6/22/2020 6:00 PM 

 

LEGISLATION FOR SECOND READING 

AN ORDINANCE TO CONSENT TO THE TRANSFER OF TERRITORY IN THE 

CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG TO THE TOWNSHIP OF TRURO --- Baker. 

Development, Parks and Recreation Committee. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL Next: 6/22/2020 6:00 PM 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 

THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG TO ADD CHAPTER 503, PROHIBITING 

DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES IN EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING, AND PUBLIC 

ACCOMMODATIONS --- Bryant. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 
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Citizen Comment  

Herman Wright 

6611 Glacier Avenue  
I know the legislation is to provide protection based on a few things; intimidation based 

on religion, ethnicity, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity or 

expression, natural hair or texture. Added to protected classes would be sexual 

orientation, gender identity or expression, natural hair styles or textures. <INAUDIBLE> 

Also includes language regarding ethnic intimidation with increased penalties for 

offenses motivated by <INAUDIBLE>. The proposed remedy for the alleged victim to 

file a formal complaint, a formal sworn complaint to be investigated by the City 

Attorney. I noted that there was one incident involving a large altercation over a parking 

space and allegedly there was some epithets going back and forth I guess. I question 

whether or not this one incident is enough to change existing law. The proposed statute to 

me represents nothing more than an attempt to social engineering. Essentially it’s the 

camel’s nose under the tent. Where are we going after this? Where does this end? What's 

next? What will be the next group to become a part of this protected class? As I stand 

here this evening, looking through the agenda, this seems more like a social engineering 

<INAUDIBLE>. I look at it like this, I have a mustache, if somebody says something 

about it, am I going to become part of a protected class? I say that we have enough laws 

on the books in Reynoldsburg already, discrimination is already against the law so why 

don't we enforce the laws currently that are on the books. I submit to you that we don't 

need this new expansion. The current laws are enough and let’s just work on things that 

matter. I think Council's time would be better served by concentrating on infrastructure 

and building better more sustainable tax base and not engaging in social engineering. 

With that, I finish.  

 

Councilmember Cotner 
Auditor Cicak mentioned at the beginning of the conversation and he referenced an email 

that he sent talking about political discrimination. It wasn't really the best way to 

communicate that and I know when we started this conversation I asked that question and 

I appreciate the response that it doesn't quite fit into this ordinance. I can understand 

political affiliations being a choice as opposed to how a person looks or is as an 

individual. I want to at least acknowledge those comments in Auditor Cicak's email. Even 

though this isn't the right place to put this in, we keep referencing the City of Respect and 

hopefully we can figure out continued guidelines to work together in a community with 

everything else, politics included but not, again, who we are as people and individuals so, 

I know that may not be the appropriate place for this but again the conversation of how 
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we can all continue to treat each other is a valuable discussion that hopefully we continue 

to go forward with. Thank you Auditor Cicak for at least bringing that comment. The 

other question that I wanted to address briefly, we did receive an email last week from a 

resident that had a lot of questions, I know it was sent in an email format. I know we have 

not read that this evening. To the record, those questions or comments to Patricia 

Rowling been addressed or talked about, either directly to her or through phone call or 

email? I know she addressed it to Council as a whole.  

 

Councilmember Bryant 
Attorney Shook answered those questions directly to the constituent very thoroughly.  

 

Councilmember Cotner 
Ok, I just wanted to make sure that her comments, questions, concerns had been 

addressed, that's all. To make sure that we had acknowledged those comments that had 

come in.   

 

Attorney Shook 
I am going to forward my response to you so you can see the responses.  

 

Councilmember Cotner 
Ok, I appreciate it.  I hadn't talked to her. I had been away all week. I knew she had 

shared those comments and I just wanted to make sure there was communication back 

there. Thank you very much. 

 

Councilmember Strickland 
I would like to make a statement. Although we appreciate Auditor Cicak and 

Councilmember Cotner wanting to include the part having to do with party affiliation. So 

that I am clear, I cannot go about changing my skin color or how I wear my natural hair. 

We know for a fact that individuals have been discriminated against. That this happens. 

My question then to Councilmember Cotner and Auditor Cicak, have you heard of any 

discrimination happening regarding any political affiliation? Is there something that has 

been on record that this has happened before? 

 

Councilmember Cotner 
Again, let me go back and say, when I first brought this up and we talked this over, I was 

fine with it. I appreciate your communication further on that. I think again, this 

legislation and document is not an appropriate place for that, we are talking about 
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something entirely different then people choosing their political affiliations and alliances. 

I appreciate the comments that have been openly communicated. I wanted to make sure 

the email that he addressed, that there were replies back to the email being addressed 

publicly and not just through email. Does political discrimination happen or whatever we 

want to call it, I don't even know if political discrimination is the right word, but political 

pressures and problems, yes. Do I know of a circumstance where someone has been 

denied service, I do not, I can’t say that has happened to my knowledge in this 

community. My intent is just the greater concept that we continue to talk about as a 

community in the City of Respect. I appreciate that natural hair, skin color, gender 

identity, that's an entirely different issue than who someone pushed a button for in a 

ballot with 30 some candidates. I am not trying to bring that back in, just the discussion 

so that there is an understanding and growth as a community.  

 

Councilmember Bryant 
I think that falls into everyone first amendment right. We all know that we can speak out 

on whatever we chose. However, there are frequently consequences for exercising your 

first amendment right. I would encourage our community to be respectful of differing 

views. This isn't the place for that.  

 

Councilmember Strickland  
I want to note also, so that I am clear, another elected official that's sits on the Truro 

Trustee, shared a meme last Wednesday, June 3, 2020. On their personal page. The meme 

read "Want to stop riots? Mobilize the septic tank trucks, put a pressure cannon on them. 

Hose them down. The end. (with a smiley face) You are welcome." This elected official, 

who represents the City of Respect said it’s an idea. So let me be clear, we cannot go 

around playing politics with individuals. Even though it is a personal page, they are an 

elected official who represents black people, minorities, and people of color. I was 

offended, offended. And then individuals come to me saying that he wants to speak to me 

because I wanted to make sure. When you go around saying things like this, I have an 

issue with it. A serious issue on who represents us. So again, let me be clear, I am not 

here to play politics with anyone. That individual should make a public apology to those 

who he represents. He made it public on his personal page. What they did not know, 

another white woman brought it to my attention first. Things need to change on how we 

think and how e process. It takes all of us. There is no time to play political games with 

individuals. We need to do what is right. Again, we just need to be careful when it comes 

to discrimination and how work forward as a community. As I tell people all the time, 

black people cannot do this by themselves. We really need individuals who have the 
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voice, the power to help along with this change. I want to be clear that I am not, I do not 

want to take it as though we are playing a political game. However, we are addressing 

what the true issues are and how we are going to work together. I apologize President 

Jenkins, I wanted to make sure that I put it on record on what was said and I know on 

another Reynoldsburg page, people felt offended and some people even thought that it 

was a joke. It’s a laughing matter. There is not laughing matter when you are talking 

about hosing people down. It happened to my people. It happened to individuals who 

were out there in the 1960's that were marching for freedom for everyone to have a voice. 

There is no laughing matter in there. Thank you.  

 

President Jenkins 
Thank you for those comments and as you said before, when you see something you say 

something and if you don't then you are part of the problem. Thank you for bringing that 

forward.  

 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe 
Auditor Cicak thank you for sending that email, I did write a response, however I did not 

submit because I wanted to make sure that my comments were on the record and public. 

Forgive me for reading.  

 

Auditor Cicak, 

Thank you for taking the time to weigh in on the anti-discrimination ordinance and your 

willingness to be an engaged city official. 

 

With all due respect I ask you to share an example of any political discrimination you, 

your family, loved ones have endured and have prevailed? How has your political views 

stopped you from eating at a restaurant, being denied membership into a private club, 

being denied housing, being denied educational development, being denied access to 

healthcare, being bullied by neighbors and police? Being called names at school.   

 

I find this amendment as being a cry for reversed discrimination, but auditor Cicak, 

Madame President, Mayor Begeny, Councilman Cotner and members of council I stand 

by my statement of not supporting discrimination of any kind. I find it hard to support the 

idea of political discrimination in the city of respect because one may change their 

political affiliation with the stroke of a pen or a click of a mouse or a finger impression 

on a touch screen. I on the other hand may not change my skin color or hair texture to “fit 

the description” or one’s visual preference for the job. Our new Americans may not 
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change their city of origin or cultural heritage to gain adequate healthcare. Our LGBTQ 

neighbors may not change their sexual orientation to accommodate the landlord. 

 

Respectfully, 

Councilwoman Lawson-Rowe 

 

Councilmember Strickland 
I am sorry President Jenkins, I know this is tough. I know this conversation is tough but 

we need to find a way to work together. Find a way how we can move through this 

together as a City, as an elected official, as a community who loves their people. We can 

get there but sometimes you have to call an ace and ace and a spade a spade. And making 

sure we get through this but we are doing it for the right reasons.  

 

Councilmember Bryant 
With that I would like this legislation to stand for a second read and be referred back to 

the Public Safety Law and Courts Committee.  

RESULT: REFERRED TO COMMITTEE Next: 6/22/2020 6:00 PM 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TAX BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 2021, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY --- Salvati. Finance and Administration Committee. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL Next: 6/22/2020 6:00 PM 

 

LEGISLATION FOR THIRD READING 

43-2020 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 741 OF THE 

REYNOLDSBURG CODIFIED ORDINANCE ON SOLICITORS --- Strickland. Public 

Service and Transportation Committee. 
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Councilmember Strickland 
I would like this ordinance to stand for third reading and approval and to move to amend 

the ordinance to include the changes recommended by Attorney Shook as included in 

Council's packet this evening.  

 

Attorney Shook 
There are three changes to the ordinance as it comes up for vote tonight that Council 

could chose to amend. First is under section 741.06(f), that contains a structured fee 

schedule by which applicant for permits can apply for a 14 day, 30 day permit, 6 month 

permit and a permit through the end of the calendar year. The fee schedule is structured 

depending on the length of the permit. Section 741.07(b) has been changed to now accept 

charitable organizations in compliances with the notice prevision with some time to 

reflect and discuss that particular exemption. The concern was if you had students, let’s 

take the band for example, if they go out a specific date door to door, if you have a 

student who makes a mistake and knocks on the door with one of those no soliciting 

signs, are we going to prosecute that case, no. And if we’re not going to prosecute it then 

it probably shouldn't be written into the law. Third change is section 741.06(l) which 

would require the decision of police who would handle permit application, to prepare and 

maintain a list of solicitors who have active permits in the City and make that list 

available to residents upon request.  

 

Councilmember Strickland makes the motion to amend the ordinance.  Second my 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe.  Roll call vote:  Strickland - yes; Salvati - yes; 

Pyakurel - yes; Lawson-Rowe - yes; Cotner - yes; Baker - yes; Bryant - yes.  The 

ordinance is amended 7-0.  

RESULT: ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Stacie Baker, At-Large Councilmember 

SECONDER: Louis Salvati, Councilman 

AYES: Cotner, Baker, Bryant, Strickland, Salvati, Pyakurel, Lawson-Rowe 
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Other Council Matters 

Councilmember Strickland  

A couple things that I would like to see moving forward as a Councilmember. I also spoke a 

little bit with Attorney Shook regarding certain programs here in Reynoldsburg and creating 

opportunities. For example the Minority Business Enterprise and also The Women's Business 

Enterprise. The purpose of such of a program is for the regulation to carry put the City of 

Reynoldsburg policies of supporting the fullest possible participation of firms owned by 

minorities and women of color and the prevision of goods and services to the City on a 

contractual basis. For example, construction, supplies, services or professional services. This 

is something that I would like for us to consider moving forward to introduce. It creates 

space for minorities and women business enterprise. I wanted to put that out on record, 

regarding that. Also, I did have an opportunity to contact the City Attorney. I reached out to 

interim Chief Baker regarding what policies we have in place right now regarding no knock 

warrants and how that works. Also, there are couple things that are going on with Breonna 

Taylor, police officer came in and actually did not knock, even though they had a warrant. I 

am just trying to determine what actions, what policies and procedures does Reynoldsburg 

have in effect right now. Also, the Amy Cooper. As we know, there are time and time again, 

911 false accusations that are happening across the United States. I wanted to understand, 

some of them are race based. I understand that here just recently in Reynoldsburg, a woman 

put it out on one of the Reynoldsburg pages regarding her son just in his car talking to 

another black male. They were young teenagers, they noticed that three white males were 

kind of glaring at them, looking at them. Next thing you know, cops were called. I really 

appreciate the Reynoldsburg Police Department, nothing happened in that incident. I want to 

make sure that this is not happening here in Reynoldsburg. I appreciate our RPD force. But 

again, if there are false accusations that's happening regarding race, I want to know how we 

are going to deal with that. I know that Councilmember Lawson-Rowe had put out the 8 

steps out there that we signed off. A lot of these things are happening here in Reynoldsburg, 

where we are doing a great job as RPD and I appreciate them standing up and protecting us. 

However, when incidents occur, how does a community, how as Council, are we going to be 

able to react to it and what steps and measurements do we have in place today. I wanted to 

make sure we have that conversation and be able to put it out there on Reynoldsburg 

Connect. I believe as a Council, we need to communicate as much as possible. To say yes 

Reynoldsburg cops have to have their body cameras on, those are the type of things that we 

need to make sure our community knows that we are doing some of these things. Making 

sure that we will hold individuals accountable. We are doing great but as a City we need to 

make sure that we are communicating on the good things we are doing and also the things 
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that need to be called out are called out and make sure those individuals are being 

accountable. Thank you.  

 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe 
I would like to bring to light if members of Council, Mayor Begeny and President Jenkins, if 

you were not aware, this was sometime last week that our minority leader Emilia Sykes 

actually received a threatening phone call. Threatening violence to her and her father, State 

Representative Vernon Sykes. It was so disheartening. I received this news during the same 

time that we had a lot of turmoil going on in our country and for it to happen to someone that 

I hold dear, that is a mentor of many of us elected leader, I just like to bring it to the forefront 

of Council that we need to support our elected officials on all levels. She is someone that 

represents all of us. Please keep her and her family in your prayers.  

 

President Jenkins 
Yes, I agree. Thank you.  

 

Councilmember Cotner 
I see on our next upcoming meetings for June 22, with so many measure lightning. I think 

it’s time that our Council meets again. Our City needs the opportunity to be in City Hall. I 

love that we are able to broadcast our meetings and I hope that continues and we continue to 

use as good of means as possible to share this to our entire community. I think through 

Facebook, that's a great opportunity but I think we also need to be getting ourselves back to 

meeting and gathering at Council Chambers to continue to be more present and visible too in 

that atmosphere. I don't know if there is a thought and plan in place to begin to bring Council 

back but I think that's something that needs to begin discussion.  

 

President Jenkins 
I know our next meeting we were planning for a virtual meeting and have not discussed 

about coming together in July as of yet. We can discuss that see what others feel as far as 

coming together and social distancing and wearing a mask all of that and what that would 

look like if we were to come together in July, as a possibility.  

 

Councilmember Cotner 
We could have meeting outside and social distance on the steps even and perfect time of the 

year to be able to try that and put a few fans up so we don't get too hot. Meet out in the 

parking lot or something. I think it’s we need to try and find our way back into Council and 

meeting in person as much as possible, safely and responsibly.  
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President Jenkins 
Does anyone else have any thoughts on coming together in July?  

 

Councilmember Bryant 
I am ready to go back to City Hall, I wouldn't have minded being there tonight. I haven't 

followed it terribly closely but I think we are still under restrictions of meetings involving ten 

people or more in a room. 

 

Attorney Shook 
City Council is an essential activity, we are exempt from the 10 person requirement. 

Obviously we still want to follow the directives of the director of health with respect to social 

distancing in Council Chambers if that's what Council wants to do. In addition you could 

certainly can continue to meet by zoom up until the point of the declaration of emergency by 

the governor is over. Entirely up to Council.  

 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe 
I would be fine meeting in person as long as we are responsible in terms of social distancing 

as you shared President and being respectful with wearing our mask.  

 

Councilmember Pyakurel 
I would like to return to City Hall. 

 

Councilmember Baker 

I am fine with meeting at City Hall.  

 

Councilmember Salvati 
I am all for going back to City Hall.  

 

President Jenkins 
Do we want to go back June 22nd or wait until July? 

 

Councilmember Baker 
July. 

 

Councilmember Bryant 
I say we go back. 
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Clerk Prasher 
We do not have a system in place to televise or live stream our meetings that aren't through 

zoom yet. So until the IT people come in and help us get that set up, that might not be able to 

happen at the June 22nd meeting.  

 

President Jenkins 
Ok, so we should wait until July to have our first in person meeting? 

 

Clerk Prasher 
I think that I could get things set by the first July meeting. 

 

Councilmember Strickland 
I agree, I think that we all need to start migrating back to City Hall, however, if we have the 

technology to continue our live streaming let’s make sure that we find a way to make that 

happen. Thank you Clerk Prasher for bringing that up.  

 

Mayor Begeny 

We will make efforts to prepare Council Chambers for meetings. We will take what steps we 

can and we have been investigating possible meetings to have these meetings broadcast and 

looking at partnering with the school board across the street for something that would allow 

us to broadcast at the earliest time so we will endeavor to work on that this week. 

 

President Jenkins 
Ok and we will need to have something in place as far as visitors. I don't know if we need to 

look at taking temperatures or just making sure people are safe or coming in that aren't ill, I 

don't know what steps we need to do for that part of the meeting. We might want to walk 

about that a little further, we can talk about that at the next meeting. We need to see what the 

guidelines are Attorney Shook. Or if they aren't any, maybe we want to put some in place to 

make sure that we are all safe in our first July meeting face to face. 

 

Clerk Prasher 
I would like to announce there are two members of the community here at tonight's meeting 

in City Hall. What time would you like to have your Council Meeting? 
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President Jenkins 
I think we have all enjoyed having the meetings at 6 o'clock. I'm not sure if we can continue 

with 6 o'clock or 6:30. I would like to have everyone's opinions on that, whether you would 

like to continue the 6 o'clock or 6:30 is a better time for everyone work schedules including. 

 

Councilmember Baker 
I like 6:30 

 

Councilmember Cotner 
6:30 is fine too, half an hour either way, 6 is great too. 

 

Councilmember Pyakurel 
I would like 6:30. 

 

Councilmember Strickland 
I prefer 6:30 if possible.  

 

Councilmember Salvati 
6:30 seems to work fairly well for the school board.  

 

Clerk Prasher 
I will get in touch with the media then.  There was a gentleman here tonight who said the 

newspaper reported the meeting began at 7:30pm.  I will get in touch with the media so they 

are aware of the meeting time changing to 6:30pm.  

 

Councilmember Bryant 
I would suggest that given the fact that we are going to be hiring a new police chief very 

soon, I would like to put out the idea of creating an ad hoc committee to review the policies 

and procedures of RPD to maximize the protection to all of our residents and ensure that best 

practices are involved all the way around.  

 

Mayor Begeny 
Is that in addition to the Community Commission or part of it that was requested by 

Councilmember Strickland? 
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Councilmember Bryant 
Separate. I think that would be something I suggest coming out of the ad hoc committee, a 

community relations committee. But there would be a number of other components to it as 

well. I think it’s something that whoever we determine the new chief will be should be a 

participant in that as well.  

Upcoming Meetings 

June 18, 2020    BZBA 

June 22, 2020   Council   6:00pm 

July 2, 2020   Planning Commission 

July 13, 2020   Council 

July 23, 2020   BZBA 

July 27, 2020   Council 

Adjournment 

 

Leanora Jenkins 

Leanora Jenkins, President of Council 

  Mollie Prasher   

Mollie Prasher, Clerk of Council 
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Council President Leanora Jenkins called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Cotner (Remote), Baker (Remote), Bryant (Remote), Jenkins (Remote), 

Strickland (Remote), Salvati (Remote), Pyakurel (Remote), Lawson-Rowe (Remote) 

ABSENT:  

 

Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

Approval of Minutes 

a. City Council – Regular Meeting – May 11, 2020 

The minutes were approved as submitted. 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 

Community Comments 

Patricia Rolwing, 7651 Burkey Drive 

 

Madam President and City Council Members: 

I respectfully address your conversation concerning your discussion of anti-discriminatory 

legislation tonight.  Churches and church administrations and properties and facilities MUST 

be exempted and disallowed from this as it would force religious groups and congregations to 

provide access to celebrations of diversity that run counter to their churches’ stands on sexual 

morality.  Can one even imagine a gay parade being held on the campuses of the United 

Methodist Church of Reynoldsburg or St Pius?!  Really?!  LBGTQ persons have legislated 

rights in the public arena, but private spaces and hiring of personnel must be exempted per 

the First Amendment of the Constitution!  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.a

Packet Pg. 38

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
M

ay
 2

6,
 2

02
0 

6:
00

 P
M

  (
A

p
p

ro
va

l o
f 

M
in

u
te

s)



 
MINUTES REGULAR MEETING 

REYNOLDSBURG CITY COUNCIL 

May 26, 2020 

 

 

City of Reynoldsburg Page 2 Updated 6/3/2020 12:01 PM  

Ronald J. and Mary Caroline Shown, 7498 Call Road, Blacklick 

 

Madam President and City Council Members: 

 

We herein address your evening dialogue concerning anti-discriminatory legislation. 

Churches, related administrations, properties and facilities MUST be exempted from this 

legislation.  Forcing religious groups and congregations into providing access to celebrations 

of "diversity" run counter-intuitive to the laws, rules, and standings on sexual morality which 

are, and have been held in these organizations some for more than a century!   What kind of 

discrimination are you planning since this is not allowing us our practices! 

 

LBGTQ persons have legislated rights in the public arena.  So far, private spaces and hiring 

of personnel has been exempted per the First Amendment of the Constitution of The United 

States of America. 

 

Therefore, we hereby oppose any legislation which would be in violation of the rights of said 

churches and organizations. 

 

 

Fred Knopp 
 

Reynoldsburg City Council discussing anti-discriminatory legislation at the live stream City 

Council Meeting tonight. 

 

I wish to ask if there has been any documentation made available to the Citizens of 

Reynoldsburg pertaining to this legislation.  

What is the purpose of this topic at this time during the pandemic? 

Who are the members of the committee that have prepared the item for discussion tonight? 

Are there any Citizens of Reynoldsburg in the Religious Community members involved in 

the preparation of this item for discussion? 

 

Request: This item should be withdrawn from discussion tonight until more input from the 

community has been provided. 

 

Thank you for your time. 
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Councilmember Lawson-Rowe shares some high lights within the community over the past 

couple weeks. She was able to serve at Hart Food Pantry. Hart is preparing over 150 meals, 

several times a week. She also recognized Police Appreciation Week and the time they had to 

meet casually. Councilmember Lawson-Rowe takes a moment to recognize the 

Reynoldsburg High School Seniors who will be graduating virtually on June 6. 

  

Councilmember Strickland also recognizes the time she has to serve at Hart Food Pantry in 

Reynoldsburg recently. Councilmember addresses the flooding that took place, especially in 

Ward 1. She wants her neighbors to be aware she is working on the issue and working to find 

solutions to the issues. Ms. Strickland has reached out to the Mayor and the Service Director, 

especially about when the sewer lines had been replaced in that area. It was in the early 

1970's in the area of Briarcliff and White Butterfly. 

 

Mayor Begeny explains that he did go to the site of the flooding in those areas. The amount 

of rain in a short amount of time was a major factor of that flooding. He explained that 

residents should not be dumping any type of yard waste in the drains as well as the ability to 

purchase a back flow valve, this cost is between $20.00 and $30.00. This prevent some storm 

water from backing up into your home.  Inspections are done on the sewer system but as well 

as looking at replacing the infrastructure.  

 

President Jenkins explains that <INAUDIBLE> Drive in Reynoldsburg is experiencing 

drainage problems verse issues from the creek. The Service Department is going to come and 

look at the issue and discuss solutions the second week of June. There are some current ideas 

but they need to discuss the best option. Social distancing will take place.  

 

Mayor Begeny explains that they are in the stage of gathering all the information before 

going out for inspections and working around the weather. There are multiple areas around 

the City that needs inspected and research is being done to see what factors are impacting 

these issues.  

 

Service Director Dorman explains that these events are not localized and multiple areas are 

experiencing flooding. The City has an open ended sewer system. This means every drop of 

water that hits the ground has to go into a pipe. All of those pipes connect and go to one 

outfall at the creek. Those that live near the creek are the ones that experience those most 

issues. When the creek is at a high level the pipes are under water, unfortunately there is 

nothing that can be done about it until the water goes down with each heavy rain/flooding. 

Inspections will be done to see what repairs may be needed or other options. These events are 
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taking place more often and there are some things residents can do on their own properties to 

mitigate some of these issues like rain gardens. All of the City's sewage goes to Columbus. 

This costs Columbus a lot of money and causes a lot of overflow near the Scioto and 

Olentangy which is what they are trying to prohibit. This caused the EPA mandate each city 

to create a plan. When storm water lines are full, the water leaks through the joints and into 

the sanitary sewer and all of this water is being treated in Columbus, which is too much. 

Therefore each year, the Cities have plans to mitigate this from happening like camera 

inspecting the lines, smoking the lines and dye test to see where repairs are needed each year. 

Because of all the issues in Briarcliff this year, that area is going to become the main focus.  

 

Ms. Strickland states the City is doing what they can to solve these issues and appreciated 

their work in addressing these issues.  

 

 

Mayor Begeny gives the following proclamations:  

 

Whereas, emergency medical services is a vital public service; and 

Whereas, the member of emergency medical services teams are ready to provide lifesaving 

care to those in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and 

Whereas, access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival and recovery 

rate of those who experience sudden illness or injury; and 

Whereas, the emergency medical services system consists of first responders, emergency 

medical technicians, paramedics, emergency medical dispatchers, firefighters, educators, 

administrators, emergency physicians, trained members of the public, and other out of 

hospital medical care providers, and 

Whereas, the members of the emergency medical services teams, whether career or 

volunteer, engage in thousands of hours of specialized training and continuing educations to 

enhance their lifesaving skills; and 

Whereas, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the accomplishments of emergency 

medical services providers by designating Emergency Medical Services Week; now 

Now, Therefore, I, Joe Begeny, Mayor of the City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio proclaim May 17-

23, 2020 as: Emergency Medical Services Week in the City of Reynoldsburg and I call this 

observance to the attention of all of our citizens. 
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Whereas, Lyme disease is the fastest growing vector-borne disease in the United States 

caused by the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi, and is transmitted by the common black-

legged tick found in nearly one-half of all U.S. counties; and 

Whereas, ticks that carry Lyme disease can also carry at least 15 other pathogens, many of 

them transmitted within minutes of being bitten, with one painless tick bite frequently 

resulting in multiple infections including bacteria, parasites, and viruses; and 

Whereas, the risk of contracting Lyme disease can be year-round, the nymphal ticks, which 

are the size of a poppy seed, are most active in the spring.  Tick bites are nearly painless, 

with fewer than 50% of patients with Lyme disease able to recall a tick bite and fewer than 

50% reporting a “bulls-eye” rash; and 

Whereas, Lyme disease infects more than 300,000 people annually in the United States, yet 

testing for Lyme disease remains only 50% accurate, with the average patient going two or 

more years before getting a proper diagnosis; and 

Whereas, Lyme disease is an underreported illness, therefore the actual number of people 

with Lyme disease in Reynoldsburg is likely 10 times the reported number of cases; and 

Whereas, Lyme disease is a complex, multi-system illness which if caught early can be easily 

treated with antibiotics, but if left untreated can invade the nervous system, heart and 

multiple organs of the body causing years of pain, suffering, severe disability, and even 

death; and 

Whereas, children are at the highest risk for contracting Lyme disease, it is the responsibility 

of every community to educate the public about the signs, symptoms, treatment, and how to 

prevent Lyme disease. 

Now, therefore, I, Joe Begeny, Mayor of the City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio proclaim May 2020 

as Lyme Disease Awareness Month in the City of Reynoldsburg and I call this observance to 

the attention of all of our citizens. 

 

Mayor Begeny announces that the park at Main and Lancaster is going to be Reynoldsburg's 

first memorial park, to honor men and women who have served. A picture will be on 

Facebook. This is to create an area for different military honoring events to take place like 

Memorial Day, July Fourth to recognize those who have sacrificed so much both currently 

and in the past. More details will to continue to come but it will be a slower paced project 

due to Covid-19. There will be benches, plaques and brick paver patio that will recognize 

military members in the area of Reynoldsburg. Members of the community will be able to 

sponsor these different memorials. The uptown area will not only be a great area of 

commerce but reflection. The City is hoping to have a portion of this complete by July 4th.  
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Mayor Begeny explains that the Franklin County Department of Health is recommending that 

pools do not open this year in Franklin County, even though they are allowed per Governor 

Dewine. The pool at the YMCA will open toward the end of the month but there will be 

limitations.  

Communications 

There were no items submitted under Communications. 

Motions 

A MOTION TO APPROVE A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO THE 

CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG BOARD OF TAX REVIEW IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 718.11 

President Jenkins:  There is a Motion to Approve a Resolution to Appoint Members to 

the City of Reynoldsburg Board of Tax Review in Accordance with the Provisions of the 

Ohio Revised Code section 718.11.  The proposed appointees are Peaches Anderson, 

Mildred Johnson and Franklin Davis.  They will each serve a two-year term.  This Board 

meets when a resident files an appeal with the Tax Commissioner regarding their tax 

return with the City.  I selected Mildred Johnson as she has lived in the community with 

her husband and son for a number of years.  Her son is a graduating senior at 

Reynoldsburg this year.  She worked for a construction company in the past doing taxes.  

Currently she works in the fraud research department for Chase.  Franklin Davis has also 

been a long time resident of Reynoldsburg.  He has experience working as a tax preparer 

with his Dad.  I wanted to provide a little bit of background about these appointees.  They 

are familiar with RITA and that should be a great benefit.  Congratulations!  I appreciate 

all of you being willing to work on the Tax Review Board. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kristin Bryant, At-Large Councilmember 

SECONDER: Bhuwan Pyakurel, Councilman 

AYES: Cotner, Baker, Bryant, Strickland, Salvati, Pyakurel, Lawson-Rowe 
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Reports 

Clerk of Court 

CLERK OF COURT REPORT 

Clerk Prasher:  The Clerk of Court submitted a report for the month of March for just 

two court days of March 5th and March 12th and the amount received was 

$25,411.00. 

RESULT: READ INTO THE MINUTES 

 

 

Development, Parks & Recreation Committee 

Councilmember Baker:  This is the Development, Parks & Recreation Committee 

meeting for May 26, 2020. 

 

Members in attendance are:  Councilmember Cotner, Councilmember Pyakurel, 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe, Chair Baker and President Jenkins. 

An Ordinance to Consent to the Transfer of Territory in the City of Reynoldsburg to 

the Township of Truro 

Attorney Shook explains that there is not any significant development on this land nor 

is there any revenue from this parcel. One of the parcels were transferred from the 

township to the cemetery causing one to be in the Township and the other in the City.  

Truro Township is requesting deannexation of that smaller parcel, less than a half an 

acre. 

 

 

Councilmember Baker moved that this ordinance be forwarded to Council for a first 

reading.  Second by Councilmember Lawson-Rowe.  Motion carried. 
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Public Safety, Law & Courts Committee 

Councilmember Bryant:  This is the Public Safety, Laws & Court Committee meeting for 

May 26, 2020. 

 

Members in attendance are:  Councilmember Cotner, Councilmember Pyakurel, 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe, Chair Bryant and President Jenkins. 

An Ordinance to Amend Title V of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Reynoldsburg to Add Chapter 503, Prohibiting Discriminatory Practices in 

Employment, Housing, and Public Accommodations 

Attorney Shook explains that this is the ordinance from the previous meeting as a 

work shop and is now being presented for its first reading. There have been no 

changes to this ordinance since the previous Council meeting. 

 

Councilmember Cotner clarifies that definition of commercial purposes to the 

churches. A church loses their protection on being able to choose who to let use their 

public facilities as far religious protection if they rent facilities out to the public.  

 

Attorney Shook states that Councilmember Bryant suggested mirroring the religious 

exemption language that other communities do. This ordinance's religious exemption 

language mirrors that of Westerville and Worthington. The rationale behind using the 

same language is that should there be any litigation that occurs in either of those 

communities under that exemption, the other communities will have a strong 

understanding of how they can move forward to make any changes that may be 

necessary or understanding that if the court upheld the ordinance there would be 

confirmation.  That was the motivating factor in selecting that language. There are 

religious exemptions built into this ordinance especially around commercial activity.  

That is where we focus on the accommodation portion of the ordinance.   If a 

religious organization is renting out a facility for commercial purposed verses 

religious purposes, then it becomes a different area where we are going to prohibit 

that kind of discrimination.  When it is acting in its religious capacity, we are making 

sure that they are completely protected.  The language as it stands right now, does not 

provide that protection.  

 

Councilmember Cotner as an example the Methodist Church has the largest facilities 

that they open up to sports and community uses.  Within their Church by-laws and 
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guidelines, they would like to have some protections in there.  They differ from St. 

Pius in that St. Pius, I don't think, that they rent out their facility to anyone other than 

Church members.  I think they should have the ability to set their own rules.  That's 

my biggest concern are their religious protections.  I think that it is unfortunate cities 

are piecing things together to deal with issues as they arise instead of having some 

overarching guideline from the state.  I am glad that we are putting these protections 

in as I do not have a problem with so much of it, but we are stepping into the 

guidelines and by-laws of these churches.  Even though you are defining it only about 

commercial purposes, they are viewing it as an opening up of their facilities that are 

meant to serve their people and families.  That is one point that I continue to be 

concerned with.    

 

Attorney Shook notes that churches are still able to set their rules. There was a 

comment earlier about a church being forced to host a gay pride parade in their 

parking lot.  The churches will still have the ability to control any parade in their 

parking lot.  They can control what offerings they provide.  They can discriminate for 

all other kinds of reasons until they enter into the commercial realm.  

 

Councilmember Cotner gave an example of I9 sports that use church facilities.  My 

children participated and I paid for them to join these programs.  Because they paid 

the church to use those facilities, the church loses that exemption.  So if an LGBTQ 

organization wanted to host a parade, they could not say that this organizations 

standards do not agree with our standards, so they cannot refuse that organization 

because they rent facilities to groups outside of the church family.  They lose their 

religious protections, because they are offering their facility for commercial uses.   Is 

that correct? 

 

Attorney Shook states that once they opened up the facility for commercial rentals, 

they can discriminate, just not against a protected class.  They can't say that because 

you a something, you can't rent here.  They can discriminate for other reasons    

 

Councilmember Bryant thinks it comes down to how churches are doing it now.  Like 

St. Pius, you can have a baby shower or wedding reception to people who are 

members.  That is not going to change.  United Methodist is the only place in 

Reynoldsburg, right now, that opens the use of its facilities up to the general public. 
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Councilmember Cotner states that was the difference.  United Methodist is opening 

its facility up to everyone.   If other churches open up their facility, then they would 

not have the ability to turn away a same gender couple wanting to rent the facility.   

 

Councilmember Bryant states that the church still has the ability to turn people away 

so long as it is not based on that reason alone. 

 

Councilmember Cotner explains that being a same sex couple would be reason 

because many churches do not agree with gay marriage.  They (churches) will say 

they believe in one man, one woman.  That is their purpose.  They will say they want 

the ability to hold out for only heterosexual couple.   

 

Councilmember Bryant states that they can deny use of the hall for other various 

reasons like no alcohol, not just religious reasons. 

 

Councilmember Cotner questions what the process is when a complaint is filed.   

How it reported and what is are the qualifications of the hearing officers. 

 

Attorney Shook explains that the complaint would go through the Clerk of Council, 

the most appropriate point person.  The Clerk will review the complaint and possibly 

notice the complainant that they many have a case under state and federal law and the 

best location to file their complaint would be those jurisdictions (the Ohio Civil 

Rights Commission or the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission).  It would 

go to the City Attorney's office for investigation where subpoenas could be issued, 

witnesses could be interviewed and a determination of probably cause of a violation.  

If probable cause is determined, the complaint is returned to the Clerk of Council.  

The Mayor would appoint a neutral, detached hearing officer that is not employed by 

the City and a licensed attorney to preside over the proceedings, hears evidence from 

both sides and makes a determination of whether there was an unlawful 

discriminatory practice.    

 

Councilmember Cotner asks about if a finding is found in favor of the complainant, 

then the penalty would include the payment of fines - administrative costs, court 

costs, etc. 
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Attorney Shook states that those are relatively minor penalties.  It is amount the best a 

municipality can do that allows the ordinance to be enforceable.  These remedies fail 

in comparison to state and federal penalties.   

 

Councilmember Cotner asks that since we were adding to a protected class, it was not 

the same as a racial lawsuit.  That would be held by a different governing body. 

 

Attorney Shook states that if you were a complainant on a discrimination suit at the 

state or federal level, you would be in a much better situation. 

 

Councilmember Cotner confirms that there was an appeal process.  Where the appeal 

would be filed? 

 

Attorney Shook states an appeal would be filed with the Common Pleas Court. 

 

Councilmember Cotner states that he wants to have a good, defensible ordinance.  

How does ethnic intimidation differ from current state and federal hate crime laws?  

Is this going to be more stringent, more enforceable than those?  How does that differ 

and how can we make sure that is a strong part of this legislation? 

 

Attorney Shook indicates that the state already has an ethnic intimidation statue that 

enhances penalties for offenses by reason of race, color, religion or national origin.  

Those are the formal protected classes that we see under state law.  With us adding 

ethnic intimidation into our law, we are able to expand that to the other protected 

classes that we have.  That is probably the most significant difference.  The other 

significant difference is something that I added was for offenses for the most serious 

misdemeanor that can be committed (assault, aggregated menacing, menacing by 

stalking - first degree misdemeanor), the language states that if someone commits 

ethnic intimidation through any of those mentioned means, there is a mandatory ten-

day jail sentence. That allows it to have more teeth to it. 

 

Councilmember Cotner asks who makes that determination. 

 

Attorney Shook indicates that an officer makes the determination as to the offense 

with the City Attorney reviewing any cases that may be a close call.  The case then 

goes through Mayor's Court of Municipal Court for a finding.  If a person was found 

guilty, a judge would have to impose at least a ten-day sentence. 
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Councilmember Cotner confirms that the defendant still has their rights. 

 

Attorney Shook responds in the affirmative. 

 

Councilmember Cotner asks Councilmember Pyakurel if the caste system of his 

community would benefit from anything else being added to this legislation.  Are 

there challenges that exist that could be addressed through this legislation? 

 

Councilmember Pyakurel replies that there still could be some challenges, but with 

how the caste system is defined, but how different it is here in this country, those 

elements of the caste system have been diminishing.  There are some left.   I think 

that this legislation will have a good impact on any of that discrimination that may 

still exist. 

 

Councilmember Strickland asks for examples of ethnic intimidation. 

 

Attorney Shook states that it is difficult to look into the mind of a defendant to 

determine intent beyond a reasonable doubt.  We have to make a determination 

around whether the facts of an incident, such as assault, warrants a charge of ethnic 

intimidation.  We will look at words that were used and relationship between the 

parties to try and determine the intent of the offender.  We intend to be careful as to 

whether we can prove beyond a reasonable doubt that intent.  There will be cases of 

ethnic intimidation where we cannot prove it.  We are careful to not move forward 

with a case that we, ourselves, are not confident beyond a reasonable doubt of the 

guilt of a defendant.   

 

 

Councilmember Bryant moved that this ordinance be forwarded to Council for a first 

reading.  Second by Councilmember Lawson-Rowe.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Service & Transportation Committee  

There was no Public Service & Transportation Committee meeting. 
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Finance & Administration Committee 

This is the Finance & Administration Committee meeting for May 26, 2020. 

 

Members in attendance are:  Councilmember Baker, Councilmember Bryant, 

Councilmember Strickland, Chair Salvati and President Jenkins. 

A Resolution Adopting the Tax Budget for the City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio for the 

Fiscal Year Beginning 2021, and Declaring an Emergency 

Auditor Cicak states that this legislation is a requirement that starts the annual budget 

process.  It is a requirement of the Ohio Revised Code.  The City will receive a 

certificate of the estimated revenue from each of the three cities that we are located 

in.  This certificate is what will begin to base our 2121 budget on in the fall.  These 

numbers are only estimates.  They will probably be revised by the third reading.  The 

Mayor, Finance Manager Joni Crawford and I have reviewed these numbers.  We are 

in agreement that there are many unknown variables with the income tax revenue due 

to the current emergency, stay-at-home measures.  I request President Jenkins that 

you hold a public hearing for this legislation and approve it, after three readings, as an 

emergency measure.   

 

Councilmember Salvati moved that this ordinance be forwarded to Council for a first 

reading.  Second by Councilmember Strickland.  Motion carried. 

 

LEGISLATION FOR FIRST READING 

AN ORDINANCE TO CONSENT TO THE TRANSFER OF TERRITORY IN THE 

CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG TO THE TOWNSHIP OF TRURO --- Baker. 

Development, Parks and Recreation Committee. 

There were no comments regarding this legislation. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL Next: 6/8/2020 7:35 PM 
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 

THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG TO ADD CHAPTER 503, PROHIBITING 

DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES IN EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING, AND PUBLIC 

ACCOMMODATIONS --- Bryant. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 

There were no comments regarding this legislation. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL Next: 6/8/2020 7:35 PM 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TAX BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 2021, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY --- Salvati. Finance and Administration Committee. 

There were comments regarding this legislation. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL Next: 6/8/2020 7:35 PM 

 

LEGISLATION FOR SECOND READING 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 741 OF THE 

REYNOLDSBURG CODIFIED ORDINANCE ON SOLICITORS --- Strickland. Public 

Service and Transportation Committee. 

There were comments regarding this legislation. 

 

LEGISLATION FOR THIRD READING 

38-2020 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH CHAPTER 1399, REGISTRATION OF VACANT 

PROPERTIES FOR THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO --- Strickland. Public Service and Transportation 

Committee. 

Attorney Shook explained there were some minor grammar changes made with the only 

substantive changes made to Section 1399.03(c) making this ordinance effective ninety-

days after its passage to give our service department time to identify those properties and 
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give the property owners time to register with the City.  It would have been onerous for 

the property owners to get registered in thirty days. 

 

Councilmember Bryant moved to amend the ordinance language to reflect the changes 

made by Attorney Shook as presented in this Council Packet.  Second by Councilmember 

Strickland.   Roll call:  Bryant - yes; Strickland - yes; Salvati - yes; Pyakurel - yes; 

Lawson-Rowe - yes; Cotner - yes, Baker - yes 

 

Councilmember Baker moved to approve the ordinance as amended.  Second by 

Councilmember Pyakurel. 

39-2020 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 160 EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION, 

SECTION 160.02 (E) AND (F) AUTHORIZED POSITIONS AND SECTION 160.11 

CITY CLOTHING PROVIDED OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY 

OF REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO --- Salvati. Finance and Administration Committee. 

President Jenkins asks for clarification of what this legislation entails.   

 

Director Boller explains 160.02(E) and (F) are for the Parks position and the Police 

Department Records Technician change and updates to the position to include a research 

duty. The 160.11 are the policies on providing branded clothing for those that usually do 

not wear a uniform. The changes were not in the budget but because of the events of this 

year no funding is needed ad it will not affect the budgeted money. The clothing changes 

were not in the budget and will not be any cost to the City, any purchases would be made 

by an employee.  

 

Councilmember Strickland wants to be sure that the timing is right to move forward with 

the changes in compensation with the City in its current state and the pandemic.  

 

Mayor Begeny explains these ordinances were already in the process prior to the 

pandemic but he understands the perception of this. While unfortunately, the City is 

saving money from other services being cancelled this summer through Parks, the funds 

will be available for these position changes. The City is being responsible with tax payer 

dollars.  
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Councilmember Bryant question the City Auditor about the budget and if it will have a 

negative impact. He explains the Mayor is capable of handling the budget and understand 

the optics may look bad but the money is available. Councilmember Bryant explains that 

these employees have been with the City for some time and they are very deserving of 

these promotions and changes to positions. They have earned it as well as earned the 

qualifications for these positions.  

 

Councilmember Pyakurel agrees that if the City has the funds then they should move 

forward in passing the legislation.  

 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe understands the City has the money today but still does 

not feel it is the right time to move forward with this legislation as they do not know what 

could change. 

40-2020 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PERSONNEL PROCEDURE MANUAL 

REGARDING POLICE COMMAND STAFF PROMOTION, NON-UNIFORM 

CLOTHING, AND DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING POLICY --- Salvati. Finance 

and Administration Committee. 

There were no comments. 

41-2020 

AN ORDINANCE TO TRANSFER FUNDS AMONG VARIOUS GENERAL FUND 

ACCOUNTS WITHIN THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT --- 

Baker. Development, Parks and Recreation Committee. 

President Jenkins asks if this legislation is only for the intern or does it include other 

items. 

 

Mayor Begeny explains that it is for the intern and Planner Wheeler to address the 

additional job responsibilities that she is being given.   

 

President Jenkins asks what percentage of her job the new duties would entail.  Will 

existing duties be removed? 
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Mayor Begeny explains that these are additional job duties above and beyond her current 

duties, which she will continue just expanding her role.  We spoke with Planner Wheeler 

and she indicated that she would be able to add these duties to her daily role.  An 

example of the added items are a community profile, a green initiative, creation of a 

downtown development road map, and working with MORPC. 

 

President Jenkins asks if she works for the Economic Development department.  Will 

there be an increase in her workload from the zoning department. 

 

Mayor Begeny indicates that she works for Director Bowsher, but she predominantly 

handles zoning.  Planner Wheeler will have no increase in work from the zoning 

department. 

 

Councilmember Baker asks if this money is just being transferred within the department. 

 

Mayor Begeny responded in the affirmative. 

 

President Jenkins asks the Auditor if the City can afford this increase. 

 

Auditor Cicak advises that this position falls within the Mayor's preview and can 

certainly be financially covered. 

 

Councilmember Strickland confirms that the City would be paying for half of the intern's 

salary, but questions if there were any benefit costs that would also be associated with 

this position. 

 

Mayor Begeny responds that the intern had limited, weekly hours of eight hours per 

week, which is well below any of the benefit thresholds.  The City will just be paying 

half of his salary; however, the City may be paying benefits to the state retirement 

(OPERS), but that was built in this salary amount.  Director Boller could answer this 

question more specifically. 

 

Director Boller explains that the way this internship is set up is for eight hours per week.  

The City will contribute to OPERS, as he is a City employee, and Medicare tax.  There 

are no benefits as this person is classified as an intern per Chapter 160.   

 

Councilmember Strickland asks how long the intern would be with the City. 
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Director Boller indicates that the internship was for twelve weeks, just during the summer 

months. 

 

Auditor Cicak commented that this information was different than from the last meeting 

as we were told the intern was a contract worker.  This is the first I've heard about 

OPERS. 

 

Director Boller comments that she does not believe that it was ever stated that the intern 

would be a contract worker as MORPC has made it clear from the beginning that would 

not be possible as they do not believe it is in the best interest of these young adults.  That 

issue may have been discussed internally at the beginning, but MORPC has been very 

clear on this issue.  Chapter 160 does address interns as employees. 

 

Auditor Cicak thanks Director Boller for that clarification.  That is going to make the 

expense more than the $650 discussed. 

 

Mayor Begeny indicates that it was covered by the total asked for.  The City also controls 

his hours and will not exceed that hours already agreed to. 

Other Council Matters 

Councilmember Lawson-Rowe highlights the Reynoldsburg Parks and Recreation Facebook 

page for their sharing four editions of Getting to Know the Burg.  It really highlights our 

neighbors, who share in generous ways of sharing and supporting our community.  It is just 

another way of how we, in this City of Respect, come together to share our culture and 

diversity.  I would like to publicly thank Director Bauman, Mr. Skidmore and Mr. Ruessman 

for all of the work that they are putting into this effort.  I appreciate it as well as many who 

participate in the Facebook community. 

 

Councilmember Pyakurel wants to thank Reynoldsburg School District and Summit Road 

Elementary, particularly for my son who graduated fourth grade, for the work done by the 

teachers, the administrators, and everyone who put signs outside of our door, which was a big 

surprise.  Also, for the celebration at school of driving around the loop.  Everything was done 

very well even in the rain, which left them standing there with umbrellas.  I appreciate it and 

want to thank all of those teachers, the principal and everyone involved.   
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MINUTES REGULAR MEETING 

REYNOLDSBURG CITY COUNCIL 

May 26, 2020 
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Councilmember Bryant thanks law enforcement, first responders and the roads department as 

this has been a crazy couple of months for working through all of the madness.  I encourage 

everyone to wear a mask, not just for yourself, but for your friends, neighbors, family, and 

community members. 

 

Councilmember Strickland asks if a decision had been made about the Fourth of July 

celebration. 

 

Mayor Begeny reports that there is a meeting in two days with representatives of the 

Reynoldsburg Community Association to discuss the Fourth of July parade. This will be our 

third meeting in the past couple of weeks.  The issue is regarding abiding by the Governor's 

orders and direction regarding if this event will be allowed.  The Community Association has 

done a fabulous job of coming up with a plan to hold a Fourth of July parade, if restrictions 

are lifted.  It is our hope that it is something that we can do.  We do need to make a decision 

quickly, but are waiting on direction from the Governor's office.  If it does not happen, we 

are looking to do some alternative things in order to still celebrate freedom and independence 

in Reynoldsburg. 

 

Councilmember Baker thanks all of the service workers, police force, emergency workers, 

and those who work in warehouses, all of the essential workers who have kept Reynoldsburg 

and the country moving.  I also want to give a small prayer for all of those who served in our 

military that did not get to come home, who fought for our liberties.  

Upcoming Meetings 

June 4, 2020   Planning Commission 

June 8, 2020   Council  6:00pm 

June 18, 2020   BZBA 

June 22, 2020   Council 6:00pm 

Adjournment 

 

Leanora Jenkins 

Leanora Jenkins, President of Council 

  Mollie Prasher   

Mollie Prasher, Clerk of Council 
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Clerk of Council 
Mollie Prasher 

7232 East Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OH 43068 

614-322-6836 phone 

 

 

Departmental Report 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:   

CC:   

RE:  Minutes and Exhibits from the May 19, 2020 Treasury Board Meeting 
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Clerk of Council 
Mollie Prasher 

7232 East Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OH 43068 

614-322-6836 Phone 

 

 

MOTION REQUEST 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:   

    RE: Pride Month Resolution 

 

Approval: 

Joe Begeny Chris Shook Stephen Cicak 

 

A MOTION TO APPROVE A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING  

PRIDE MONTH - JUNE, 2020  

 

WHEREAS, it is one of the responsibilities of the City Council of Reynoldsburg to recognize 

occasions of outstanding significance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Reynoldsburg supports the rights of every citizen to experience equality 

and freedom from discrimination; and 

 

WHEREAS, all people regardless of age, race, color, religion, marital status, national origin, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or physical challenges have the right to be treated on the basis 

of their intrinsic value as human beings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Reynoldsburg accepts and welcomes people of diverse backgrounds 

and believes a diverse population leads to a more vibrant community; and 
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WHEREAS, the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) communities contribute to 

the cultural, civic and economic successes of the City of Reynoldsburg; and 

 

WHEREAS, while we as a society at large are slowly embracing new definitions of sexuality 

and gender, we must also acknowledge that the need for education and awareness remains vital 

to end discrimination and prejudice. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG, we, the 

City Council of Reynoldsburg, do hereby proclaim the month of June 2020 as 

 

PRIDE MONTH 

 

in Reynoldsburg and urge our residents to reflect on the ongoing struggle for equality that 

members of the LGBT community face and celebrate their contributions which enhance our City. 
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MOTION REQUEST 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:   

    RE: Resolution to Declare Racism a Public Health Crisis 

 

Approval: 

Joe Begeny Chris Shook Stephen Cicak 

 

Racism is a system of structuring opportunity and assigning value based on the social 

interpretation of how one looks (which is called "race"), that unfairly disadvantages some 

individuals and communities, unfairly advantages other individuals and communities, and saps 

the strength of the whole society through the waste of human resources." -- APHA Past-President 

Camara Phyllis Jones, MD, MPH, PhD 

 

Racism structures opportunity and assigns value based on how a person looks. The result: 

conditions that unfairly advantage some and unfairly disadvantage others. Racism hurts the 

health of our nation by preventing some people the opportunity to attain their highest level of 

health. 

 

Racism may be intentional or unintentional. It operates at various levels in society. Racism is a 

driving force of the social determinants of health (like housing, education and employment) and 

is a barrier to health equity <https://www.apha.org/topics-and-issues/health-equity>.   

 

To achieve health equity and create the Healthiest Nation in One Generation 

<https://www.apha.org/what-is-public-health/generation-public-health>, we must address 

injustices caused by racism. We must support actions at all levels to ensure equal opportunity for 

all. 
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American Public Health Association 

A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE RACISM A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS AND TO 

RECOMMIT OUR FULL ATTENTION TO IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE 

AND HEALTH OF OUR MINORITY RESIDENTS 

 

WHEREAS, racism is rooted in the foundation of America, beginning with chattel slavery in 

1619; much of the Black experience in America has been endured under slavery and Jim Crow 

which allowed preferential opportunities for some while subjecting people of color to hardships 

and disadvantages in every area of life; and 

 

WHEREAS, health disparities have existed in America for more than 400 years - we now are 

witnessing a coronavirus pandemic which is shining a stark light upon the long-running racial 

divide - Black patients are dying in larger-than-expected, record numbers, COVID-19 is killing 

Black people at 2.4 times the rate of white people and Black people are disproportionately 

suffering in-part due to long standing, unaddressed health disparities as well as systematic racism 

and other socioeconomic inequities; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is clear data to illustrate that racism negatively impacts the lives of Black 

people, the current COVID- 19 crisis has helped to highlight now, more than ever, that racism, 

not race causes disproportionately higher rates of homelessness, incarceration, and economic 

hardships for African Americans - racism can be seen across systemic, institutional and 

interpersonal levels - all operating over the course of time and across generations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the negative repercussions of historical racism, including but not limited to 

discriminatory lending practices of the 20th century known as “redlining” and the current 

limitations and access to healthy, nutritious food, reduced life expectancy, increased rates of lead 

poisoning, limited access to clean water, and higher rates of infant mortality demonstrate the 

current impact of racism; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Reynoldsburg is committed to engaging in a reform agenda for public 

safety, based on research and significant input from residents to fight racism wherever it is found 

within our systems; and 
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WHEREAS, the privileges that other Americans experience inhibits them from fully 

understanding how racism impacts Black people in America - for example the performance of 

simple tasks like driving while Black, walking in neighborhoods or just going to a park come 

with certain risk not experienced by others - life events like getting a job, purchasing a home, 

buying a car, or just raising a family come with barriers that other cultures don’t experience; and 

 

WHEREAS, the members of Reynoldsburg City Council support the recent resolution drafted 

by the Franklin County Board of Commissioners declaring “Racism as a Public Health Crisis;” 

because we recognize that racism is real and as a community we have to work together to 

promote equity and eradicate racism - moreover this Council believes that it is now time to 

declare racism a public health crisis in our community; because the disparities that we have 

outlined represent a public health crisis which affects us all, and we as a civil society have an 

obligation to raise awareness and make sure that every sector of our society work to reverse this 

crisis; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Council urges every sector of our society to declare these disparities as a 

public health crisis and to immediately take steps to address, fund, and support areas that 

strategically reduce the long term impact of the Social Determinants of Health for at risk 

communities - this includes reducing and eliminating preferential treatment for the majority 

while subjecting people of color to increased hardships, now therefore, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG: 

1. That this Council does hereby declare racism as a public health crisis in our community 

and recommits our full attention to improving the quality of life and health of our 

minority residents.   

 

2. The City of Reynoldsburg will work to progress as an equity and justice-oriented 

community, with City leadership and staff continuing to identify specific activities to 

further enhance diversity principles across City leadership, staffing, and contracting. 
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3. The City of Reynoldsburg shall support community efforts to amplify issues of racism 

and engage actively and authentically with communities of color wherever they live. 

 

4. The City of Reynoldsburg shall work to encourage racial equity among all community 

partners, vendors, and contractors. 

 

5. The City of Reynoldsburg calls upon the Governor, the Speaker of the House, the Ohio 

Senate President, and other central Ohio communities to join us to declare racism as a 

public health crisis and to enact equity in all policies of the State of Ohio.  
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Memo 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:  City Council 

CC:   

RE:  CLERK OF COURT REPORT MONTH ENDING APRIL 2020 

 

I am submitting monies collected from the court. Due to COVID-19, no court was held for the 

month of April.  I am also submitting monies collected during the same period pursuant to City 

Ordinance No/s. 146-94 and 104-02. 

 

  

 Fines &Waivers/Bond Costs/Bond Forfeitures Order In (#110.4512) $    1,295.00 

Court Costs & Misc. Costs Assessed   (#110.4510) $    3,833.00  

          ____________ 

  

 Sub-Total (To General Revenue Fund)    $   5,128.00 

 

 Computerization Needs Fund  (#211.4510)   $       350.00 

 Enforcement & Education Fund (#293.4616)   $          0.00 

          ____________     

    

 Sub-Total        $       350.00 

  

 Total Amount Submitted      $    5,478.00 
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Memo 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:   

CC:   

RE:  Report by Councilmember Baker Regarding West Licking Fire 

District 
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Water and Wastewater Department 
Paul Hellman 

614-322-4500 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:  Finance and Administration Committee 

    RE: A Then & Now for the Columbus Sewer Bill 

 

Approval: 

Skipped 

Joe Begeny 
Chris Shook 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

Emergency/Suspension: Emergency 

Reason For Emergency: Financial needs of the City's government 

Statement of necessity:  Then & Now is required to be passed without 30 days from receipt of 

the Auditor's certificate 

 

An ordinance to approve payment to the City of Columbus for our sewer bill in the amount of 

$86,316.68.  The purchase order was opened up after the billing date and before the due date.   

The budget appropriation is for $5,245,365.00 for account number 720.736.5378. 

AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF SERVICES PERFORMED PRIOR TO 

THE AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That in accordance with ORC 5705.41(D) the following payment for services 

performed prior to the Auditor’s certification of availability of funds shall be and is hereby 

approved: 

 

Vendor  City of Columbus  
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Description  April 2020 Sewer Bill 

Invoice Date  May 8, 2020 

Invoice Number  53192-1139390 

Amount  $86,316.68 

Purchase Order No.   2020-00001020 

Account  720.736.5378 

 

SECTION 2.  That this ordinance is deemed to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

financial needs of the City in order to pay invoices and ORC 5705.41(D) requires that this 

ordinance be passed within thirty days of its presentation to City Council.  Therefore, upon 

adoption by Council, this Ordinance shall be in effect immediately upon signature by the Mayor. 
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Mollie Prasher 

7232 East Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OH 43068 

614-322-6836 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:  Development, Parks and Recreation Committee 

    RE: Detachment of Property Back into Truro Township 

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Joe Begeny 

Completed 

Chris Shook 
Stephen Cicak 

 

The Board of Trustees for the Township of Truro has requested the City of Reynoldsburg to pass 

an ordinance that would permit a detachment of certain real estate owned by Truro Township to 

enable the owner to combine said parcels with another parcel currently located in Truro 

Township. 

AN ORDINANCE TO CONSENT TO THE TRANSFER OF TERRITORY 

IN THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG TO THE TOWNSHIP OF TRURO 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees for the Township of Truro, State of Ohio (“Truro 

Township”), has requested the City of Reynoldsburg to pass an ordinance that would permit a 

detachment of certain real estate owned by Truro Township, as described in Exhibit “A” attached 

hereto, from the City of Reynoldsburg to Truro Township to enable the owner to combine said 

parcels with another parcel currently located in Truro Township; and 

 

WHEREAS, the procedure for the transfer of the territory described in Exhibit “A” from 

the City of Reynoldsburg to Truro Township is provided by Ohio Revised Code Section 709.38; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, there are no freehold electors as owners of the territory described in Exhibit “A.” 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 

 

SECTION 1. This Council hereby consents to the transfer of the territory described in Exhibit 

“A” from the City of Reynoldsburg to the Township of Truro. 

 

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect at the earliest opportunity allowed by law.  

 

EXHIBIT A 

 

PARCEL I. Being a part of Lot No. Twenty-nine (29) in Section 18, Township 18, Range 20, 

Refugee Tract. Beginning at a point on land formerly owned by Josiah Medbery, on the north 

line 100 feet, more or less, west from a stake and stone at the northeast corner of a tract of land 

conveyed to The Silent Home Cemetery Association by Josiah Medbery and wife. Then north 60 

feet, more or less, thence west 231-6/10 ft., more or less, thence south 60 ft., more or less, thence 

east 231-6/10 ft., more or less, to the place of beginning, and containing thirty-two hundredths 

(32/100) acres, more or less, and the above is the land conveyed to H. Dysart and S. Henderlick 

from Archibald McCray and wife by deed recorded in Book 133, pages 379-380 of the Franklin 

County records. 

 

PARCEL II. Being a part of Lot Number Twenty-nine (29) in Section 18, Range 20, Refugee 

Tract. Beginning at a stake and stone at the northeast corner of a tract conveyed to the Silent 

Home Cemetery Trustees by Josiah Medbery and wife, then one hundred (100) feet, more or 

less, west to a point in a tract conveyed to the Silent Home Cemetery Trustees by Samuel 

Henderlick, Mary Henderlick, and Hiram Dysart, thence north sixty (60) feet, more or less, along 

the line of the last mentioned tract belonging to Silent Home Cemetery, thence east one hundred 

(100) feet, more or less, thence south sixty (60) feet, more or less, to the place of beginning, 

containing 3/29 of an acre, more or less, and being the southeast corner of a tract conveyed to 

C.L. Graham by Chas. Hutson and wife, recorded in D.B. 443, page 422 on the Franklin County 

Records.  
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Parcel No.: 060-000197-00 

Property Address: 0 Graham Rd Rear 
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ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: Anti-Discrimination in Employment, Housing and Pubic 

Accommodations 

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Joe Begeny 

Completed 

Chris Shook 
Stephen Cicak 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES  

OF THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG TO ADD CHAPTER 503,  

PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES IN  

EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING, AND PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio prohibits discriminatory practices in housing, employment, and 

public accommodations based on race, sex, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, 

familial status, marital status, or military status; and 

WHEREAS, the Ohio General Assembly is currently considering Ohio House Bill 369 and Ohio 

Senate Bill 11, commonly referred to as the “Ohio Fairness Act,” seeking to expand protections 

based on sexual orientation, gender identification, and gender expression; and 

WHEREAS, several versions of the “Ohio Fairness Act” have previously been proposed in the 

Ohio General Assembly in prior years and have never received a vote; and 

WHEREAS, in October 2019, the Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives declined to 

provide protections for employees of the Ohio House based on sexual orientation and gender 

identity, stating “The House has long had a policy of looking at various amounts of classes that 

are recognized federally and by the state as protected classes. LGBTQ is currently not one of 

those protected classes”; and 

12.b

Packet Pg. 146



Clerk of Council 
Mollie Prasher 

7232 East Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OH 43068 

614-322-6836 Phone 

 

 

WHEREAS, based on the statements of the Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives and 

the history of the Ohio General Assembly failing to act to provide protections to individuals 

based on sexual orientation and gender identity, the Reynoldsburg City Council finds that it is 

important to pursue an anti-discrimination ordinance at the local level with the hope that 

widespread support for the Ohio Fairness Act will convince the General Assembly to pass Ohio 

House Bill 369 or Ohio Senate Bill 11; and 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Chamber of Commerce has expressed its support for the Ohio Fairness 

Act, testifying as follows before the Ohio House Civil Justice Committee: “[W]e urge your 

support for HB 369 because prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and 

gender identity will help businesses attract the best and brightest talent from all walks of life and 

ensure that Ohio is viewed as a welcoming and hospitable place to do business.” 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Manufacturers’ Association has expressed its support for the Ohio 

Fairness Act, stating: “We are desperate for people to come and take these jobs. We need them 

for businesses' success, for our community’s success. This piece of legislation is vitally 

important.” 

WHEREAS, several Ohio municipalities and one county have enacted legislation to provide 

protections to their citizens based on sexual orientation and gender identity, including the 

following cities: Akron, Athens, Beachwood, Bexley, Bowling Green, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 

Cleveland Heights, Columbus, Coshocton, Cuyahoga County, Dayton, East Cleveland, Gambier, 

Golf Manor, Kent, Lakewood, Medina, Newark, Olmsted Falls, Oxford, Sandusky, Shaker 

Heights, South Euclid, Toledo, Westerville, Worthington, Yellow Springs, and Youngstown; and 

WHEREAS, on February 10, 2020, the Reynoldsburg City Council passed a Resolution to 

Adopt an Expanded Reynoldsburg City Policy Supporting Diversity, and to Direct Actions to the 

City administration to Investigate, Recommend, Research, and Draft a Proposed Anti-

Discrimination Ordinance for the City of Reynoldsburg; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Reynoldsburg City Council to create safeguards and 

protections against discrimination and intimidation based on race, religion, ethnicity, national 

origin, sex, disability, military status, family or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity 

or expression, and natural hairstyle and/or texture.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the Municipality of 

Reynoldsburg, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1. That Part Five of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Reynoldsburg, “General 

Offenses Code,” be and the same is hereby amended to add Chapter 503 “Unlawful 

Discriminatory Practices.” 
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SECTION 2.  Upon adoption by Council, this Ordinance shall be in effect thirty days following 

the signature by the Mayor. 
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CHAPTER 503 

UNLAWFUL DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES 

503.01 Purpose 

It is the intent of the Reynoldsburg City Council to create safeguards and protections against 

discrimination and intimidation based on race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, sex, disability, 

military status, family or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, and 

natural hairstyle and/or texture. 

503.03 Definitions 

As used in this Chapter: 

A. “Age” means at least forty (40) years old. 

B. “Aggrieved individual” means an individual who claims to have been injured by an 

unlawful discrimination act or practice described in this Chapter.  

C. “City Attorney” means the individual duly elected pursuant to Section 6.01 of the Charter 

of the City of Reynoldsburg.  

D. “Complainant” means an aggrieved individual who, pursuant to the provisions of this 

Chapter, files with the Clerk of Council a written complaint alleging an unlawful 

discriminatory act or practice.  

E. “Disability” means a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one (1) or 

more major life activities, including the functions of caring for one’s self, performing 

manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working; a 

record of a physical or mental impairment; or being regarded as having a physical or 

mental impairment. 

1. “Physical or mental impairment” includes any of the following: 

a. Any physiological disorder or condition, cosmetic disfigurement, or 

anatomical loss affecting one (1) or more of the following body systems: 

neurological; musculoskeletal; special sense organs; respiratory, including 

speech organs; cardiovascular; reproductive; digestive; genitor-urinary; 

hemic and lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; 
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b. Any mental or psychological disorder, including, but not limited to, 

orthopedic, visual, speech, and hearing impairments, cerebral palsy, 

autism, epilepsy, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, cancer, heart 

disease, diabetes, sickle cell, human immunodeficiency virus infection, 

intellectual disabilities, and emotional illness. 

2. “Physical or mental impairment” does not include any of the following: 

a. Pedophilia, exhibitionism, voyeurism, or other sexual behavior disorders; 

b. Compulsive gambling, kleptomania, or pyromania; 

c. Mental or psychological disorder, or disease or condition, caused by an 

illegal use of any controlled substance by an employee, applicant, or 

another individual, if an employer, employment agency, personnel 

placement service, labor organization, or joint labor management 

committee acts on the basis of that illegal use.  

F. “Discriminate”, “Discrimination”, or “Discriminatory” means to differentiate and treat 

differently including to segregate or separate.  

G. “Employee” means an individual employed by an employer but does not include any 

individual employed in the domestic service of any person. 

H. “Employer” means any person who regularly employs for compensation four (4) or more 

individuals, excluding the employer’s parents, spouse, and children, including any person 

acting directly or indirectly in the interest of an employer, provided “employer” does not 

include a public school system, or an agency of government other than the City.  

I. “Employment agency” means any persons regularly undertaking with or without 

compensation, to procure opportunities for employment or to procure, recruit, refer, or 

place employees. 

J. “Familial status” means either of the following: 

1. One (1) or more individuals who are under eighteen (18) years of age and who 

are domiciled with a parent or guardian having legal custody of the individual or 

domiciled, with the written permission of the parent or guardian having legal 

custody, with a designee of the parent or guardian; or 

2. Any person who is pregnant or in the process of securing legal custody of any 

individual who is under eighteen (18) years of age. 
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K. “Gender Expression or Identity” means actual or perceived gender-related identity, 

expression, appearance, or mannerisms, or other gender-related characteristics of an 

individual, regardless of the individual’s designated sex at birth. 

 

L.  “Hearing Officer” means a neutral independent contractor, hired by the City, who 

conducts an administrative hearing based on a complaint filed pursuant to the provisions 

of this Chapter. 

M. “Housing accommodations” including any buildings or structure or portion thereof which 

is used or occupied or is intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied as a 

home residence or sleeping place of one (1) or more individuals, groups or families, 

whether or not living independently of each other; and any vacant land offered for sale or 

lease. It also includes any housing accommodations held or offered for sale or rent by a 

real estate broker, salesman, or agent, or by any other person pursuant to the 

authorization of the owner, by the owner, or by such person’s legal representative. 

N. “Labor organization” includes any organization that exists, in whole or in part, for the 

purpose of collective bargaining or of dealing with employers concerning grievances, 

terms or conditions of employment, or other mutual aid or protection in relation to 

employment. 

O. “Military status” means a person’s status in “Service in the uniformed services” as 

defined in Section 5923.05 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

P. “Natural hair types and natural styles commonly associated with race” means hairstyle, 

type, and texture, treated and untreated, as well as protective hairstyles such as natural 

hair, afros, braids, twists, cornrows, and locks, which hair types and hairstyles are 

commonly associated with African-Americans and their racial ethnic, and cultural 

identities.  

Q.  “Person” includes one (1) or more individuals, partnerships, associations, organizations, 

corporations, legal representatives, trustees, and trustees in bankruptcy, receivers, and 

other organized groups of persons. It also includes, but is not limited to, any owner, 

lessor, assignor, builder, manager, broker, salesman, agent, employee, lending institution; 

and the City of Reynoldsburg and all political subdivisions, authorities, agencies, boards, 

and commissions thereof. 
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R. “Place of public accommodation” means any inn, restaurant, eating house, barbershop, 

hotel, motel, bank or other financial services institution, public conveyance by air, land or 

water, theater, store, or other place for the sale of merchandise, or any other place of 

public accommodation or amusement where the accommodation advantages, facilities, or 

privileges thereof are available to the public. 

S. “Protected Class” means a classification of individuals based on one or more of the 

following characteristics: race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, familial status, 

disability, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or natural hair 

types and natural styles commonly associated with race.  

T. “Public use areas” means interior or exterior rooms or spaces of a privately owned 

building that are made available to the general public.  

U. “Restrictive covenant” means any specification in a deed, land contract or lease limiting 

the use of any housing because of race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or 

expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, marital status, 

familial status, genetic information, or military status or any limitation based upon 

affiliation with or approval by any person, directly or indirectly, employing race, sex, 

sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, 

age, disability, marital status, familial status, genetic information, or military status as a 

condition of affiliation or approval. 

V. “Service in the uniformed services” means the performance of duty, on a voluntary or 

involuntary basis, in a uniformed service, under competent authority, and includes active 

duty, active duty for training, initial active duty for training, inactive duty for training, 

full-time national guard duty, and performance of duty or training by a member of the 

Ohio organized militia pursuant to Chapter 5923 of the Ohio Revised Code. “Service in 

the uniformed services” includes also the period of time for which a person is absent 

from a position of public or private employment for the purpose of an examination to 

determine the fitness of the person to perform any duty described in this division. 

W. “Sex” means male, female, neither, or both, and includes pregnancy, any illness arising 

out of and occurring during the course of a pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical 

conditions.  . 

X. “Sexual orientation” means a person’s actual or perceived homosexuality, bisexuality; or 

heterosexuality. 
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Y. “Uniformed services” means the Armed Forces, the Ohio organized militia when engaged 

in active duty for training, inactive duty training, or full-time national guard duty, the 

commissioned corps of the public health service, and any other category of persons 

designated by the president of the United States in time of war or emergency. 

Z. “Unlawful discriminatory practice” means any act prohibited by Chapter 503 of the 

Reynoldsburg Code of Ordinances.  

 

503.05 Unlawful discriminatory employment practices.  

A. It shall be an unlawful discriminatory employment practice, except where based upon 

applicable national security regulations established by the United States:   

 

1. For any employer, because of a person being in a Protected Class, to discharge 

without just cause, to refuse to hire, or otherwise to discriminate against that 

person with respect to hiring, compensation, tenure, terms, conditions, or 

privileges of employment, or any matter directly or indirectly related to 

employment. 

 

2. For an employment agency or personnel placement service, because of a person 

being in a Protected Class, to do any of the following:  

 

a. Refuse or fail to accept, register, classify properly, or refer for 

employment, or otherwise discriminate against any person;  

b. Comply with a request from an employer for referral of applicants for 

employment, if the request directly or indirectly indicates that the employer 

fails to comply with the provisions of this chapter.  

 

3. For any labor organization to do any of the following:  

 

a. Limit or restrict its membership on the basis of a person being in a 

Protected Class;  
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b. Discriminate against, limit the employment opportunities of, or otherwise 

adversely affect the employment status, wages, hours, or employment 

conditions of any person as an employee because of a person being in a 

Protected Class.   

 

4. For any employer, labor organization, or joint labor-management committee 

controlling apprentice training programs to discriminate against any person 

because of that person being in a Protected Class, in admission to, or 

employment in, any program established to provide apprentice training.  

 

5. Except where based on a bona fide occupational qualification certified in 

advance by an agency of the state or federal government or a political 

subdivision, for any employer, employment agency, personnel placement service, 

or labor organization, prior to employment or admission to membership, to do 

any of the following:  

 

a. Elicit or attempt to elicit any information concerning the Protected Class 

status of an applicant for employment or membership;  

b. Use any form of application for employment, or personnel or membership 

blank, seeking to elicit information regarding a person’s Protected Class 

status; provided an employer holding a contract containing a 

nondiscrimination clause with the government of the United States, or any 

department or agency of that government, may require an employee 

applicant for employment to furnish documentary proof of United States 

citizenship and may retain that proof in the employer’s personnel records 

and may use photographic or fingerprint identification for security 

purposes;  

c. Utilize in the recruitment or hiring of persons any employment agency, 

personnel placement service, training school or center, labor organization, 

or any other employee-referring source known to discriminate against 

persons because of their being in a Protected Class.  

 

6. For any employer to discriminate against an individual with a disability in any of 

the following ways:  
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a. By limiting, segregating, or classifying a job applicant or employee in a 

way that adversely affects the opportunities or status of such applicant or 

employee because of the disability of such applicant or employee.  

b. By failing to make reasonable accommodations to the known physical or 

mental limitations of an otherwise qualified individual who is an applicant 

or employee, unless the employer can demonstrate that the accommodation 

would impose an undue hardship on the operation of the business of the 

employer.  

c. By denying employment opportunities to a job applicant or employee who 

is an otherwise qualified individual with a disability, on the basis of such 

disabled individual’s use of a service animal, provided nothing in this 

chapter shall be construed to require any employer, as a reasonable 

accommodation, to provide a service animal to a disabled person. 

  

7. For any employer to discriminate against a woman affected by pregnancy, 

childbirth, or related medical conditions for any employment-related purposes, 

including receipt of benefits under fringe benefit programs, or to fail to treat a 

woman so affected the same as other persons not so affected but similar in their 

ability or inability to work.  

 

8. For any employer to discriminate against an employee or potential employee on 

the basis of age in offering any job opening or in the discharge of an employee 

without just cause who is physically able to perform the duties and otherwise 

meets the established requirements of the job and laws pertaining to the 

relationship between employer and employee.  

 

9. For any employer, employment agency, or labor organization to discriminate 

against any person because that person has opposed any practice forbidden by 

this Chapter, or because that person has made a complaint or assisted in any 

manner in any investigation or proceeding under this Chapter. 

 

10. For any person, whether or not an employer, employment agency, or labor 

organization, to aid, incite, compel, coerce, or participate in the doing of any act 
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declared to be an unlawful discriminatory practice by this Chapter, or to obstruct 

or prevent any person from enforcing or complying with the provisions of this 

Chapter, or to attempt directly or indirectly to commit any act declared by this 

Chapter to be an unlawful discriminatory practice by this Chapter.  

 

B. With regard to age, it shall not be an unlawful discriminatory practice and it shall not 

constitute a violation of this chapter for any employer, employment agency, joint labor-

management committee controlling apprenticeship training programs, or labor 

organization to do any of the following:  

 

1. Establish bona fide employment qualifications reasonably related to the 

particular business or occupation that may include standards for skill, aptitude, 

physical capability, intelligence, education, maturation, and experience;  

 

2. Observe the terms of a bona fide seniority system or any bona fide employee 

benefit plan, including, but not limited to, a retirement, pension, or insurance 

plan, that is not a subterfuge to evade the purposes of this section. However, no 

such employee benefit plan shall excuse the failure to hire any individual, and no 

such seniority system or employee benefit plan shall require or permit the 

involuntary retirement of any individual, because of the individual’s age except 

as provided for in the “Age Discrimination in Employment Act Amendment of 

1978”, 29 U.S.C.A. 623, as amended by the “Age Discrimination in Employment 

Act Amendments of 1986,” 29 U.S.C.A. 623, as amended, or as later amended.  

 

3. Retire an employee who has attained sixty-five years of age who, for the two-

year period immediately before retirement, was employed in a bona fide 

executive or a high policymaking position, if the employee is entitled to an 

immediate nonforfeitable annual retirement benefit from a pension, profit-

sharing, savings, or deferred compensation plan, or any combination of those 

plans of the employer of the employee, which equals, in the aggregate, at least 

forty-four thousand dollars, in accordance with the conditions of the “Age 

Discrimination in Employment Act Amendment of 1978”, 29 U.S.C.A. 631, as 

amended by the “Age Discrimination in Employment Act Amendments of 1986”, 

29 U.S.C.A. 631, as amended, or as later amended;  
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4. Observe the terms of any bona fide apprenticeship program if the program is 

registered with the Ohio Apprenticeship Council pursuant to sections 4139.01 to 

4139.06 of the Ohio Revised Code and is approved by the federal committee on 

apprenticeship of the United States Department of Labor.  

 

C. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit any of the following:  

 

1. The designation of uniform age the attainment of which is necessary for public 

employees to receive pension or other retirement benefits pursuant to Chapter 

145., 742., 3307., 3309., or 5505. of the Ohio Revised Code;  

2. The establishment of maximum age requirements for original appointment to a 

police department or fire department pursuant to sections 124.41 and 124.42 of 

the Ohio Revised Code;  

3. Any establishment of a maximum age not in conflict with federal law that may 

be established by a municipal charter, municipal ordinance, or resolution of a 

board of township trustees for original appointment as a police officer or 

firefighter;  

4. Any establishment of a mandatory retirement provision not in conflict with 

federal law, a municipal charter, municipal ordinance, or resolution of a board of 

township trustees pertaining to police officers and firefighters.  

 

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a person with a disability to be 

employed or trained under circumstances that would significantly increase the 

occupational hazards affecting either the person with a disability, other employees, the 

general public, or the facilities in which the work is to be performed, or to require the 

employment or training of a person with a disability in a job that requires the person with 

a disability routinely to undertake any task, the performance of which is substantially and 

inherently impaired by the person’s disability.  

 

E. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit an employer, employment agency, personnel 

placement service, labor organization, or joint labor-management committee from doing 

any of the following:  
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1. Adopting or administering reasonable policies or procedures, including, but not 

limited to, testing for the illegal use of any controlled substance, that are 

designed to ensure that an individual no longer is engaging in the illegal use of 

any controlled substance. For purposes of this chapter, a test to determine the 

illegal use of any controlled substance does not include a medical examination; 

 

2. Prohibiting the illegal use of controlled substances and the use of alcohol at the 

workplace by employees;  

 

3. Requiring that employees not be under the influence of alcohol or not be engaged 

in the illegal use of any controlled substance at the workplace;  

 

4. Requiring that employees behave in conformance with the requirements 

established under “The Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988”, 41 U.S.C.A. 701, as 

amended;  

 

5. Holding an employee who engages in the illegal use of any controlled substance 

or who is an alcoholic to the same qualification standards for employment or job 

performance, and the same behavior, to which the employer, employment 

agency, personnel placement service, labor organization, or joint labor-

management committee holds other employees, even if any unsatisfactory 

performance or behavior is related to an employee’s illegal use of a controlled 

substance or alcoholism;  

 

6. Exercising other authority recognized in the “Americans with Disabilities Act of 

1990”, 42 U.S.C.A. 12101, as amended, including, but not limited to, requiring 

employees to comply with any applicable federal standards.  

 

F. This Section does not apply to any religious corporation, association, educational 

institution, or society with respect to the employment of an individual of a particular 

religion to perform work connected with the carrying on by that religious corporation, 

association, educational institution, or society of its activities.   
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G. Whoever violates this section is guilty of an unlawful discriminatory employment 

practice.  

 

503.07 Unlawful discriminatory housing practices.  

A. Subject to the limitations, exceptions, and qualifications provided in section 4112.024 of 

the Ohio Revised Code, it shall be an unlawful discriminatory housing practice for any 

person to do any of the following:  

 

1. Refuse to sell, transfer, assign, rent, lease, sublease, or finance housing 

accommodations, refuse to negotiate for the sale or rental of housing 

accommodations, or otherwise deny or make unavailable housing 

accommodations because of a person being in a Protected Class;  

 

2. Represent to any person that housing accommodations are not available for 

inspection, sale, or rental, when in fact they are available, and the representation 

of unavailability is based on the person seeking such housing accommodations 

being in a Protected Class; 

 

3. Discriminate against any person in the making or purchasing of loans or the 

provision of other financial assistance for the acquisition, construction, 

rehabilitation, repair, or maintenance of housing accommodations, or any person 

in the making or purchasing of loans or the provision of other financial assistance 

that is secured by residential real estate, because of that person being in a 

Protected Class, or because the neighborhood in which the housing 

accommodations are located is composed of one or more Protected Classes, 

provided that the person, whether an individual, corporation, or association of 

any type, lends money as one of the principal aspects or incident to the person’s 

principal business and not only as a part of the purchase price of an owner-

occupied residence the person is selling nor merely casually or occasionally to a 

relative or friend;  

 

4. Discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of selling, 

transferring, assigning, renting, leasing, or subleasing any housing 

accommodations or in furnishing facilities, services, or privileges in connection 
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with the ownership, occupancy, or use of any housing accommodations, 

including the sale of fire, extended coverage, or homeowners insurance, because 

the person is in a Protected Class, or because of the composition, in terms of 

Protected Class, of the neighborhood in which the housing accommodations are 

located;  

 

5. Discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of any loan of money, 

whether or not secured by mortgage or otherwise, for the acquisition, 

construction, rehabilitation, repair, or maintenance of housing accommodations 

because of a person being in a Protected Class, or because of the composition, in 

terms of Protected Class, of the neighborhood in which the housing 

accommodations are located;  

 

6. Refuse to consider without prejudice the combined income of both lawfully 

married spouses for the purpose of extending mortgage credit to a married couple 

or either member of a married couple;  

 

7. Except as otherwise provided in this section, make any inquiry, elicit any 

information, or use any form of application containing questions or entries 

concerning a person’s Protected Class status in connection with the sale or lease 

of any housing accommodations or the loan of any money, whether or not 

secured by mortgage or otherwise, for the acquisition, construction, 

rehabilitation, repair, or maintenance of housing accommodations.  

 

8. Include in any deed, land contract, transfer, rental, or lease of housing 

accommodations any discriminatory restrictive covenant, or honor or exercise, or 

attempt to honor or exercise, any discriminatory restrictive covenant;  

 

9. Induce or solicit, or attempt to induce or solicit, a housing accommodations 

listing, sale, or transaction by representing that a change has occurred or may 

occur with respect to the Protected Class composition of the block, 

neighborhood, or other area in which the housing accommodations are located, or 

induce or solicit, or attempt to induce or solicit, a housing accommodations 

listing, sale, or transaction by representing that the presence or anticipated 
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presence of persons of any Protected Class in the block, neighborhood, or other 

area will or may have results including, but not limited to, the following:  

 

a. The lowering of property values;  

b. A change in the composition, in terms of a Protected Class, of the block, 

neighborhood, or other area;  

c. An increase in criminal or antisocial behavior in the block, neighborhood, 

or other area;  

d. A decline in the quality of the schools serving the block, neighborhood, or 

other area.  

 

10. Discourage or attempt to discourage the purchase by a prospective purchaser of 

housing accommodations, by representing that any block, neighborhood, or other 

area has undergone or might undergo a change in composition with respect to a 

Protected Class; 

 

11. Deny any person access to or membership or participation in any multiple-listing 

service, real estate brokers’ organization, or other service, organization, or 

facility relating to the business of selling or renting housing accommodations, or 

discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of that access, 

membership, or participation, because of a person being in a Protected Class;  

 

12. For any person to discriminate in any manner against any other person because 

that person has opposed any unlawful practice defined in this chapter, or because 

that person has made a charge, testified, assisted, or participated in any manner, 

in any investigation, proceeding, or hearing under the provisions of this chapter;  

 

13. Refuse to sell, transfer, assign, rent, lease, sublease, or finance, or otherwise deny 

or withhold, a burial lot from any person because of a person being in a Protected 

Class, or because of any prospective owner or user of the lot being in a Protected 

Class;  
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14. Discriminate in the sale or rental of, or otherwise make unavailable or deny, 

housing accommodations to any buyer or renter because of the Protected Class 

status of the buyer or renter, or any person residing in or intending to reside in 

the housing accommodations after they are sold, rented, or made available; 

 

15. Discriminate in the terms, conditions, or privileges of the sale or rental of 

housing accommodations to any person or in the provision of services or 

facilities to any person in connection with the housing accommodations because 

of the Protected Class status of that person or any person residing in or intending 

to reside in the housing accommodations after they are sold, rented, or made 

available; 

 

16. Except as otherwise provided in this section, make an inquiry of an applicant to 

determine the Protected Class status of the applicant for the sale or rental of 

housing accommodations, or any person residing in or intending to reside in the 

housing accommodations after they are sold, rented, or made available. The 

following inquiries may be made of all applicants for the sale or rental of housing 

accommodations, regardless of the applicant’s Protected Class:  

 

a. An inquiry into an applicant’s ability to meet the requirements of 

ownership or tenancy;  

b. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant is qualified for housing 

accommodations available only to persons with disabilities or persons with 

a particular type of disability;  

c. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant is qualified for a priority 

available to persons with disabilities or persons with a particular type of 

disability;  

d. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant currently uses a controlled 

substance in violation of section 2925.11 of the Ohio Revised Code or a 

substantively comparable municipal ordinance;  

e. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant at any time has been 

convicted of or pleaded guilty to any offense, an element of which is the 

illegal sale, offer to sell, cultivation, manufacture, other production, 
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shipment, transportation, delivery, or other distribution of a controlled 

substance.  

 

17. Refuse to permit, at the expense of a person with a disability, reasonable 

modifications of existing housing accommodations that are occupied or to be 

occupied by the person with a disability, if the modifications may be necessary to 

afford the person with a disability full enjoyment of the housing 

accommodations. This division does not preclude a landlord of housing 

accommodations that are rented or to be rented to a disabled tenant from 

conditioning permission for a proposed modification upon the disabled tenant’s 

doing one or more of the following:  

 

a. Providing a reasonable description of the proposed modification and 

reasonable assurances that the proposed modification will be made in a 

work-like manner and that any required building permits will be obtained 

prior to the commencement of the proposed modification;  

b. Agreeing to restore at the end of the tenancy the interior of the housing 

accommodations to the condition they were in prior to the proposed 

modification, but subject to reasonable wear and tear during the period of 

occupancy, if it is reasonable for the landlord to condition permission for 

the proposed modification upon the agreement;  

c. Paying into an interest-bearing escrow account that is in the landlord’s 

name, over a reasonable period of time, a reasonable amount of money not 

to exceed the projected costs at the end of the tenancy of the restoration of 

the interior of the housing accommodations to the condition they were in 

prior to the proposed modification, but subject to reasonable wear and tear 

during the period of occupancy, if the landlord finds the account 

reasonably necessary to ensure the availability of funds for the restoration 

work. The interest earned in connection with an escrow account described 

in this division shall accrue to the benefit of the disabled tenant who makes 

payments into the account.  

 

18. Condition permission for a proposed modification of a dwelling unit upon a 

disabled tenant’s payment of a security deposit that exceeds the customarily 

required security deposit of all tenants of the particular housing accommodations.  
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19. Refuse to make reasonable accommodations in rules, policies, practices, or 

services when necessary to afford a person with a disability equal opportunity to 

use and enjoy a dwelling unit, including associated public and common use 

areas;  

 

20. Fail to comply with the standards and rules adopted under division (A) of section 

3781.111 of the Ohio Revised Code;  

 

21. Discriminate against any person in the selling, brokering, or appraising of real 

property because of the person being in a Protected Class;  

 

22. For any person to discriminate in any manner against any other person because 

that person has opposed any unlawful discriminatory practice defined in this 

section or because that person has made a charge, testified, assisted, or 

participated in any manner in any investigation, proceeding, or hearing under this 

chapter or sections 4112.01 to 4112.07 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 

23. For any person to knowingly aid or abet the doing of any act declared by this 

section to be an unlawful discriminatory practice, to knowingly obstruct or 

prevent any person from complying with this chapter or any order issued under 

it, or to knowingly attempt directly or indirectly to commit any act declared by 

this section to be an unlawful discriminatory practice.  

 

B. Nothing in this chapter shall bar any bona fide private or fraternal organization that, 

incidental to its primary purpose, owns or operates lodgings for other than a commercial 

purpose, from limiting the rental or occupancy of the lodgings to its members or from 

giving preference to its members. 

 

C. Nothing in this chapter limits the applicability of any reasonable local, state, or federal 

restrictions regarding the maximum number of occupants permitted to occupy housing 

accommodations.  
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D. Nothing in this chapter prohibits the owners or managers of housing accommodations 

from implementing reasonable occupancy standards based on the number and size of 

sleeping areas or bedrooms and the overall size of a dwelling unit, provided that the 

standards are not implemented to circumvent the purposes of this chapter and are 

formulated, implemented, and interpreted in a manner consistent with this chapter and 

any applicable local, state, or federal restrictions regarding the maximum number of 

occupants permitted to occupy housing accommodations.  

 

E. Nothing in this chapter requires that housing accommodations be made available to an 

individual whose tenancy would constitute a direct threat to the health or safety of other 

individuals or whose tenancy would result in substantial physical damage to the property 

of others.  

 

F. Nothing in this chapter pertaining to unlawful discriminatory housing practice shall be 

construed to apply to “housing for older persons” as defined and provided in section 42 

U.S.C. 3607 (b)(2), as amended.   

 

G. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any person selling or renting property 

to modify the property in any way or to exercise a higher degree of care for a person with 

a disability, to relieve any person with a disability of any obligation generally imposed on 

all persons regardless of disability in a written lease, rental agreement, or contract of 

purchase or sale, or to forbid distinctions based on the inability to fulfill the terms and 

conditions, including financial obligations, of the lease, agreement, or contract.  

 

H. Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful discrimination in housing 

accommodations.  

 

I.  

503.09  Unlawful discriminatory practices in public accommodations.  

It shall be an unlawful discriminatory practice:  
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A. For any owner, operator, or manager of a place of public accommodation to deny to any 

person or permit any employee to deny to any person, except for reasons applicable alike 

to all persons regardless of them being in a Protected Class, the full enjoyment of the 

accommodations, advantages, facilities, or privileges of the place of public 

accommodation; or 

 

B. For any owner, operator, or manager of a place of public accommodation to publish, 

circulate, issue, display, post or mail, either directly or indirectly, any printed or written 

communication, notice or advertisement to the effect that any of the accommodations, 

advantages, facilities, goods, products, services, and privileges of any such place shall be 

refused, withheld or denied to any person on account of that person being in a Protected 

Class, or that such person is unwelcome, objectionable, or not acceptable, desired or 

solicited; or 

 

C. For any owner, operator, or manager of a place of public accommodation to deny to any 

individual with a disability the full enjoyment of the accommodations, advantages, 

facilities, or privileges of the place of public accommodation on the basis of such 

individual’s use of a service animal, provided:  

 

1. The disabled individual using the service animal may be prohibited from having 

the service animal present in the place of public accommodation if the animal is 

out of control, as provided by 28 CFR 35.136(d), and the animal's handler does 

not take effective action to control it.  

 

2. If it is not readily apparent what service a service animal provides, the owner, 

operator, manager, or an employee of a place of public accommodation may 

inquire whether the service animal is required because of the disabled person’s 

disability, provided an inquiry may not be made as to disabled person’s disability 

or the disabled person’s medical condition or requirements.  

 

3. The owner, operator, manager, or employees of a place of public accommodation 

are not required to provide care or food for the service animal.  
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D. No person shall aid, abet, or participate in the doing of any act declared to be an unlawful 

discriminatory practice under this section.  

 

E. Unless otherwise prohibited by law, nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 

any person from offering senior citizen price discounts or other privileges exclusively for 

the benefit of senior citizens.  

 

F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the modification of existing facilities 

or the construction of new or additional facilities.  

 

G. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a religious or denominational institution, 

organization, society or association or any nonprofit charitable or educational 

organization that is operated, supervised or controlled by or in connection with a religious 

organization, from limiting its offerings of goods, services, facilities, and 

accommodations to a person of the same religion, or from giving preference to such 

persons, provided that such offerings mentioned are not offered for commercial purposes 

or supported by public funds. 

 

a. “Commercial purposes” shall be defined as “activities concerned with making 

money or profits, rather than, for example, providing a public service or other 

goods or services at cost.” 

 

H. Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful discrimination in public 

accommodations.  

 

503.11 Complaint procedure.  

A. Filing of the complaint. 

  

1. An aggrieved person, complainant, may file with the Reynoldsburg Clerk of 

Council a written complaint sworn under oath which specifies the facts and 

circumstances, including the location, date(s), and time(s), of alleged unlawful 
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discriminatory act(s) or practices that did or are occurring within the City limits 

and which identifies the person who committed or continues to commit the 

alleged unlawful discriminatory act(s) or practices.  

 

2. If the charge of discrimination alleges a violation based on race, sex, ethnicity, 

national origin, religion, age, disability, military status, and/or any other class 

protected under state or federal law, then the Clerk of Council shall instruct the 

complainant to file a charge of discrimination with the Ohio Civil Rights 

Commission(OCRC)/Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC). The 

Clerk of Council shall provide the complainant with the information about this 

requirement and contact information for the OCRC/EEOC within ten (10) days 

from the date the charge was filed with the Clerk.  

 

3. Concurrent with the filing of the complaint, the complainant shall provide to the 

Clerk of Council in writing the complainant’s mailing address, telephone 

number, if any, and email address, if any.  

 

4. The complaint shall not be accepted by the Clerk of Council if any of the 

following apply: 

 

a. The complaint is presented to the Clerk of Council more than 180 days 

following the most recent unlawful discriminatory act alleged in the 

complaint;  

b. No incident location provided in the complaint is within the City of 

Reynoldsburg; 

c. The investigation of the complaint is required to be conducted pursuant to 

the terms of a collective bargaining agreement to which the City is a party;   

d. The complaint fails to include all the information required by (A)(1) of this 

section; 

e. The complainant fails to concurrently provide a writing that includes the 

information required in (A)(2) of this section.   
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4. Upon receiving a complaint of an alleged unlawful discriminatory act, the Clerk 

of Council shall immediately date stamp the complaint and: 

 

a. Forward a copy thereof to the City Attorney; and  

b. Mail by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, certified 

copies of the complaint to the Respondent. 

 

5. The Clerk of Council shall retain the original date-stamped complaint and shall 

open and maintain a file on the matter during the pendency of any actions related 

to the complaint and for so long thereafter as is necessary to comply with the 

City’s Records Retention Schedule.  

 

B. Investigation by City Attorney 

 

1. Upon receipt of the Complaint, the City Attorney or a designee of the City 

Attorney shall investigate the Complaint to determine if probable causes exists to 

believe a violation of this Chapter has occurred.  

 

2. As part of said investigation, the City Attorney shall be permitted to issue an 

administrative subpoena for documents pursuant to Section 501.15 of the 

Codified Ordinances of the City of Reynoldsburg.  

 

3. If the City Attorney determines the most recent of the unlawful discriminatory 

acts alleged in the complaint occurred more than 180 days before the date the 

complaint was filed with the Clerk of Council or that none of the alleged acts 

occurred within the City of Reynoldsburg, the City Attorney shall have no 

authority to investigate or take further actions except to return the complaint to 

the Clerk of Council with written notice to the Clerk of Council that the 

Complaint is outside the authority of the City Attorney.  

 

12.b

Packet Pg. 169



Clerk of Council 
Mollie Prasher 

7232 East Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OH 43068 

614-322-6836 Phone 

 

 

4. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the City Attorney shall be authorized 

to mediate complaints, issue findings of fact and conclusions of law, issue cease 

and desist orders, and issue a formal recommendation.  

 

5. If the City Attorney finds, after investigation, that there is probable cause to 

determine that the Respondent has committed an act of unlawful discrimination 

under this Chapter, the City Attorney shall file and forward the Complaint with 

the Reynoldsburg Clerk of Council with a recommendation to refer the Complaint 

to a Hearing Officer.  

 

6. If the City Attorney finds, after investigation, that there is insufficient evidence to 

establish probable cause that Respondent has committed an act of unlawful 

discrimination under this Chapter, the City Attorney shall dismiss the Complaint 

and mail notice of dismissal to the Complainant and the Respondent by certified 

mail, return receipt requested. 

 

C. Hearing Officer 

 

1. Upon receipt of the recommendation of the City Attorney that probable cause 

exists to determine the Respondent has committed an act of unlawful 

discrimination under this Chapter, the Clerk of Council shall forward the 

recommendation to the Mayor. 

 

2. The Mayor shall, upon receipt of the recommendation from the City Attorney, 

appoint a Hearing Officer who shall be an attorney licensed to practice law in the 

State of Ohio.  

 

3. If a Hearing Officer is appointed, the Hearing Officer shall conduct an 

administrative hearing. In the hearing, the Hearing Officer shall take testimony 

and considering evidence presented by and on behalf of the Complainant and the 

Respondent respectively. After the hearing is concluded, the Hearing Officer shall 

issue findings of fact and conclusions of law, and if the Hearing Officer, in the 
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Hearing Officer’s sole discretion, deems it appropriate, the Hearing Officer may 

issue orders and impose sanctions provided in this Chapter.  

 

4. If the Hearing Officer determines that the respondent is engaged in an unlawful 

discriminatory act or practice under this chapter, the final decision of the Hearing 

Officer may include the issuance to the Respondent of orders to cease and desist 

the unlawful discriminatory acts or practices. Any orders to cease and desist shall 

specify a time period for the Respondent’s compliance. 

 

5. If the Hearing Officer determines that the Respondent did engage in, or continues 

to engage in, an unlawful discriminatory act or practice under this chapter, the 

final decision of the Hearing Officer may include the imposition upon the 

Respondent of the following: 

 

a. Reasonable costs of the administrative hearing, provided the cost of the 

Hearing Officer’s services shall not be assessed against the Respondent.  

b. Reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Complainant.  

c. The imposition of a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed one thousand 

dollars ($1,000.00); or two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) if the 

Respondent has committed a violation of this Chapter during the five-year 

period preceding the date on which the Complaint was filed.  

 

6. The final decision of the Hearing Officer may not include any orders for 

reinstatement of employment, refund of monies paid, other mitigation of 

damages, or any other orders for corrections or sanctions, except as provided in 

this section.  

 

7. The final decision of the Hearing Officer may be appealed pursuant to the 

provisions of Chapter 2505 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 

8. The final decision issued by the Hearing Officer shall be in a writing served by 

ordinary United States Mail on the Respondent and the Complainant. The 
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documents shall be deemed received and properly served upon the respondent 

five days following the mailing thereof. Copies of the final decision shall also be 

sent to the Clerk of Council and the City Attorney.  

 

503.13  Complaints Alleging Unlawful Discriminatory Practices by the City of 

Reynoldsburg 

If a Complaint is filed with the Clerk of Council alleging that the City, or one of its boards, 

commissions, departments, divisions, officials, or employees has engaged or is engaging in an 

unlawful discriminatory practice as defined by this Chapter, the following procedures shall 

apply: 

A. Upon receipt of the Complaint pursuant to Section 503.06(A)(4)(a), the City Attorney 

shall forward a copy of the Complaint to City Council. 

 

B. City Council may appoint a special counsel to conduct a preliminary investigation instead 

of the City Attorney 

 

C. The City Council may appoint a Hearing Officer to conduct a determination instead of 

the Mayor appointing the Hearing Officer. 

 

503.15   Failure to comply with a subpoena.  

No person shall fail to comply with a subpoena issued by the City Attorney or the Hearing 

Officer. Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to comply with a subpoena, a 

misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

 

503.17 Failure to comply with an order of the Hearing Officer.  

No person shall fail to comply with any portion of an order issued by the Hearing Officer within 

thirty days following service of the order or such period of time as the order provides, whichever 

is greater. Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to comply with an order of the 

Hearing Officer, a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
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503.19 Failure to pay financial sanctions imposed by the Hearing Officer. 

 If a civil penalty or costs or both are imposed by the Hearing Officer on the Respondent, and 

any portion thereof remains unpaid thirty days following service of the order or following the 

expiration of the time period designated by the Hearing Officer, the City may institute civil 

enforcement proceedings against the Respondent. 

 

503.21 Ethnic Intimidation 

A. No person shall violate Sections 2903.13, 2903.21, 2903, 22, 2907.06, 2911.06, 2911.07, 

2911.21, 2911.211, 2913.02, 2913.04, 2917.11, 2917.12, 2917.21(A)(3) through (A)(5) 

of the Ohio Revised Code by reason of or where one of the motives is the victim’s race, 

sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, ethnicity, religion, national origin, 

disability, or military status.  

 

B. In a prosecution under this section, the offenders’ motive, reason, or purpose may be 

shown by the offender’s temporarily related conduct or statements before, during or after 

the offense, including ethnic, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, religious 

or racial slurs, and by the totality of the facts, circumstances and conduct surrounding the 

offense. 

 

C. Whoever violates this Section is guilty of Ethnic Intimidation, a misdemeanor of the first 

degree. If the underlying offense, as a necessary element of Ethnic Intimidation, is a 

misdemeanor of the first degree, there shall be a minimum mandatory jail sentence of at 

least ten (10) days.  

 

503.23 Severability 

Should any section, clause, or paragraph of this chapter be declared invalid by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the validity of the Chapter as a whole or any part 

thereof other than the part declared invalid. 
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES  

OF THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG TO ADD CHAPTER 503,  

PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES IN  

EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING, AND PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio prohibits discriminatory practices in housing, employment, and 

public accommodations based on race, sex, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, 

familial status, marital status, or military status; and 

WHEREAS, the Ohio General Assembly is currently considering Ohio House Bill 369 and Ohio 

Senate Bill 11, commonly referred to as the “Ohio Fairness Act,” seeking to expand protections 

based on sexual orientation, gender identification, and gender expression; and 

WHEREAS, several versions of the “Ohio Fairness Act” have previously been proposed in the 

Ohio General Assembly in prior years and have never received a vote; and 

WHEREAS, in October 2019, the Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives removed 

declined to provide protections for employees of the Ohio House based on sexual orientation and 

gender identity, stating “The House has long had a policy of looking at various amounts of classes 

that are recognized federally and by the state as protected classes. LGBTQ is currently not one of 

those protected classes”; and 

WHEREAS, based on the statements of the Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives and 

the history of the Ohio General Assembly failing to act to provide protections to individuals based 

on sexual orientation and gender identity, the Reynoldsburg City Council finds that it is unlikely 

important to pursue an anti-discrimination ordinance at the local level with the hope that 

widespread support for the Ohio Fairness Act will convince the General Assembly will to pass 

Ohio House Bill 369 or Ohio Senate Bill 11; and 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Chamber of Commerce has expressed its support for the Ohio Fairness Act, 

testifying as follows before the Ohio House Civil Justice Committee: “[W]e urge your support for 

HB 369 because prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity 

will help businesses attract the best and brightest talent from all walks of life and ensure that Ohio 

is viewed as a welcoming and hospitable place to do business.” 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Manufacturers’ Association has expressed its support for the Ohio Fairness 

Act, stating: “We are desperate for people to come and take these jobs. We need them for 

businesses' success, for our community’s success. This piece of legislation is vitally important.” 

WHEREAS, as a result of the failure of the Ohio General Assembly to enact the “Ohio Fairness 

Act,” several Ohio municipalities and one county have enacted legislation to provide protections 

to their citizens based on sexual orientation and gender identity, including the following cities: 

Akron, Athens, Beachwood, Bexley, Bowling Green, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Cleveland Heights, 

Columbus, Coshocton, Cuyahoga County, Dayton, East Cleveland, Gambier, Golf Manor, Kent, 
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Lakewood, Medina, Newark, Olmsted Falls, Oxford, Sandusky, Shaker Heights, South Euclid, 

Toledo, Westerville, Worthington, Yellow Springs, and Youngstown; and 

WHEREAS, on February 10, 2020, the Reynoldsburg City Council passed a Resolution to Adopt 

an Expanded Reynoldsburg City Policy Supporting Diversity, and to Direct Actions to the City 

administration to Investigate, Recommend, Research, and Draft a Proposed Anti-Discrimination 

Ordinance for the City of Reynoldsburg; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Reynoldsburg City Council to create safeguards and protections 

against discrimination and intimidation based on race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, sex, 

disability, military status, family or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, 

and natural hair stylehairstyle and/or texture.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the Municipality of 

Reynoldsburg, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1. That Part Five of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Reynoldsburg, “General 

Offenses Code,” be and the same is hereby amended to add Chapter 503 “Unlawful Discriminatory 

Practices” to read as follows: 
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CHAPTER 511503 

UNLAWFUL DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES 

503.01 Purpose 

It is the intent of the Reynoldsburg City Council to create safeguards and protections against 

discrimination and intimidation based on race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, sex, disability, 

military status, family or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, and 

natural hair stylehairstyle and/or texture. 

503.03 Definitions 

As used in this Chapter: 

A. “Age” means at least forty (40) years old. 

B. “Aggrieved individual” means an individual who claims to have been injured by an 

unlawful discrimination act or practice described in this Chapter.  

C. “City Attorney” means the individual duly elected pursuant to Section 6.01 of the Charter 

of the City of Reynoldsburg.  

D. “Complainant” means an aggrieved individual who, pursuant to the provisions of this 

Chapter, files with the Clerk of Council a written complaint alleging an unlawful 

discriminatory act or practice.  

E. “Disability” means a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one (1) or 

more major life activities, including the functions of caring for one’s self, performing 

manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working; a 

record of a physical or mental impairment; or being regarded as having a physical or mental 

impairment. 

1. “Physical or mental impairment” includes any of the following: 

a. Any physiological disorder or condition, cosmetic disfigurement, or 

anatomical loss affecting one (1) or more of the following body systems: 

neurological; musculoskeletal; special sense organs; respiratory, including 

speech organs; cardiovascular; reproductive; digestive; genitor-urinary; 

hemic and lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; 

b. Any mental or psychological disorder, including, but not limited to, 

orthopedic, visual, speech, and hearing impairments, cerebral palsy, autism, 

epilepsy, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, cancer, heart disease, 

diabetes, sickle cell, human immunodeficiency virus infection, intellectual 

disabilities, and emotional illness. 

2. “Physical or mental impairment” does not include any of the following: 
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a. Pedophilia, exhibitionism, voyeurism, or other sexual behavior disorders; 

b. Compulsive gambling, kleptomania, or pyromania; 

c. Mental or psychological disorder, or disease or condition, caused by an 

illegal use of any controlled substance by an employee, applicant, or other 

another individual, if an employer, employment agency, personnel 

placement service, labor organization, or joint labor management committee 

acts on the basis of that illegal use.  

F. “Discriminate”, “Discrimination”, or “Discriminatory” means to differentiate and treat 

differently including to segregate or separate.  

G. “Employee” means an individual employed by an employer but does not include any 

individual employed in the domestic service of any person. 

H. “Employer” means any person who regularly employs for compensation four (4) or more 

individuals, excluding the employer’s parents, spouse, and children, including any person 

acting directly or indirectly in the interest of an employer, provided “employer” does not 

include a public school system, or an agency of government other than the City.  

I. “Employment agency” means any persons regularly undertaking with or without 

compensation, to procure opportunities for employment or to procure, recruit, refer, or 

place employees. 

J. “Familial status” means either of the following: 

1. One (1) or more individuals who are under eighteen (18) years of age and who 

are domiciled with a parent or guardian having legal custody of the individual or 

domiciled, with the written permission of the parent or guardian having legal 

custody, with a designee of the parent or guardian; or 

2. Any person who is pregnant or in the process of securing legal custody of any 

individual who is under eighteen (18) years of age. 

 

K. “Gender Expression or Identity” means actual or perceived gender-related identity, 

expression, appearance, or mannerisms, or other gender-related characteristics of an 

individual, regardless of the individual’s designated sex at birth.external manifestations of 

gender, expressed through one’s behavior or appearance, that may or may not be 

traditionally associated with the individual’s assigned sex at birth.  

 

L.  “Gender Identity” means an individual’s sense of having, or being perceived as having, a 

gender that may or may not be traditionally associated with the individual’s assigned sex 

at birth, which gender-related identity can be shown by providing any reliable evidence 

that the gender-related identity is sincerely held, part of a person's core identity and is not 

being asserted for an improper purpose. 
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N.M. “Housing accommodations” including any buildings or structure or portion thereof which 

is used or occupied or is intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied as a home 

residence or sleeping place of one (1) or more individuals, groups or families, whether or 

not living independently of each other; and any vacant land offered for sale or lease. It also 

includes any housing accommodations held or offered for sale or rent by a real estate 

broker, salesman, or agent, or by any other person pursuant to the authorization of the 

owner, by the owner, or by such person’s legal representative. 

O.N. “Labor organization” includes any organization that exists, in whole or in part, for 

the purpose of collective bargaining or of dealing with employers concerning grievances, 

terms or conditions of employment, or other mutual aid or protection in relation to 

employment. 

P.O. “Military status” means a person’s status in “Service in the uniformed services” as 

defined in Section 5923.05 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Q.P. “Natural hair types and natural styles commonly associated with race” means hair 

stylehairstyle, type, and texture, treated and untreated, as well as protective hairstyles such 

as natural hair, afros, braids, twists, cornrows, and locks, which hair types and hair 

stylehairstyles are commonly associated with African-Americans and their racial ethnic, 

and cultural identities.  

R.  “Non-secular activities” is defined as activities that are undertaken for religious reasons 

and such activities that promote sincerely-held religious beliefs.  

T.R. “Place of public accommodation” means any inn, restaurant, eating house, 

barbershop, hotel, motel, bank or other financial services institution, public conveyance by 

air, land or water, theater, store, or other place for the sale of merchandise, or any other 

place of public accommodation or amusement where the accommodation advantages, 

facilities, or privileges thereof are available to the public. 

U.S. “Protected Class” means a classification of individuals based on one or more of the 

following characteristics: race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, familial status, 

disability, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity or, gender expression, or natural 

hair types and natural styles commonly associated with race.  

V.T. “Public use areas” means interior or exterior rooms or spaces of a privately owned 

building that are made available to the general public.  
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W.U. “Restrictive covenant” means any specification in a deed, land contract or lease limiting 

the use of any housing because of race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or 

expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, marital status, familial 

status, genetic information, or military status or any limitation based upon affiliation with 

or approval by any person, directly or indirectly, employing race, sex, sexual orientation, 

gender identity or expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, 

marital status, familial status, genetic information, or military status as a condition of 

affiliation or approval. 

X.V. “Service in the uniformed services” means the performance of duty, on a voluntary 

or involuntary basis, in a uniformed service, under competent authority, and includes active 

duty, active duty for training, initial active duty for training, inactive duty for training, full-

time national guard duty, and performance of duty or training by a member of the Ohio 

organized militia pursuant to Chapter 5923 of the Ohio Revised Code. “Service in the 

uniformed services” includes also the period of time for which a person is absent from a 

position of public or private employment for the purpose of an examination to determine 

the fitness of the person to perform any duty described in this division. 

Y.W. “Sex” means male, female, neither, or both, and includes pregnancy, any illness 

arising out of and occurring during the course of a pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical 

conditions.  Sex” means the biological sex of either male or female assigned at the birth of 

each individual. The terms “because of sex” and “on the basis of sex” include pregnancy, 

any illness arising out of and occurring during the course of a pregnancy, childbirth, or 

related medical conditions. 

Z.X. “Sexual orientation” means a person’s actual or perceived homosexuality, 

bisexuality; or heterosexuality. 

AA.Y. “Uniformed services” means the Armed Forces, the Ohio organized militia when 

engaged in active duty for training, inactive duty training, or full-time national guard duty, 

the commissioned corps of the public health service, and any other category of persons 

designated by the president of the United States in time of war or emergency. 

BB.Z. “Unlawful discriminatory practice” means any act prohibited by Chapter 503 of 

the Reynoldsburg Code of Ordinances.  

 

503.05 Unlawful discriminatory employment practices.  

A. It shall be an unlawful discriminatory employment practice, except where based upon 

applicable national security regulations established by the United States:   

 

1. For any employer, because of a person being in a Protected Class, to discharge 

without just cause, to refuse to hire, or otherwise to discriminate against that person 
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with respect to hiring, compensation, tenure, terms, conditions, or privileges of 

employment, or any matter directly or indirectly related to employment. 

 

2. For an employment agency or personnel placement service, because of a person 

being in a Protected Class, to do any of the following:  

 

a. Refuse or fail to accept, register, classify properly, or refer for employment, 

or otherwise discriminate against any person;  

b. Comply with a request from an employer for referral of applicants for 

employment, if the request directly or indirectly indicates that the employer 

fails to comply with the provisions of this chapter.  

 

3. For any labor organization to do any of the following:  

 

a. Limit or restrict its membership on the basis of a person being in a Protected 

Class;  

b. Discriminate against, limit the employment opportunities of, or otherwise 

adversely affect the employment status, wages, hours, or employment 

conditions of any person as an employee because of a person being in a 

Protected Class.   

 

4. For any employer, labor organization, or joint labor-management committee 

controlling apprentice training programs to discriminate against any person 

because of that person being in a Protected Class, in admission to, or employment 

in, any program established to provide apprentice training.  

 

5. Except where based on a bona fide occupational qualification certified in advance 

by an agency of the state or federal government or a political subdivision, for any 

employer, employment agency, personnel placement service, or labor 

organization, prior to employment or admission to membership, to do any of the 

following:  

 

a. Elicit or attempt to elicit any information concerning the Protected Class 

status of an applicant for employment or membership;  

b. Use any form of application for employment, or personnel or membership 

blank, seeking to elicit information regarding a person’s Protected Class 

status; provided an employer holding a contract containing a 

nondiscrimination clause with the government of the United States, or any 

department or agency of that government, may require an employee 

applicant for employment to furnish documentary proof of United States 

citizenship and may retain that proof in the employer’s personnel records 

and may use photographic or fingerprint identification for security purposes;  
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c. Utilize in the recruitment or hiring of persons any employment agency, 

personnel placement service, training school or center, labor organization, 

or any other employee-referring source known to discriminate against 

persons because of their being in a Protected Class.  

 

6. For any employer to discriminate against an individual with a disability in any of 

the following ways:  

 

a. By limiting, segregating, or classifying a job applicant or employee in a way 

that adversely affects the opportunities or status of such applicant or 

employee because of the disability of such applicant or employee.  

b. By failing to make reasonable accommodations to the known physical or 

mental limitations of an otherwise qualified individual who is an applicant 

or employee, unless the employer can demonstrate that the accommodation 

would impose an undue hardship on the operation of the business of the 

employer.  

c. By denying employment opportunities to a job applicant or employee who 

is an otherwise qualified individual with a disability, on the basis of such 

disabled individual’s use of a service animal, provided nothing in this 

chapter shall be construed to require any employer, as a reasonable 

accommodation, to provide a service animal to a disabled person. 

  

7. For any employer to discriminate against a woman affected by pregnancy, 

childbirth, or related medical conditions for any employment-related purposes, 

including receipt of benefits under fringe benefit programs, or to fail to treat a 

woman so affected the same as other persons not so affected but similar in their 

ability or inability to work.  

 

8. For any employer to discriminate against an employee or potential employee on 

the basis of age in offering any job opening or in the discharge of an employee 

without just cause who is physically able to perform the duties and otherwise meets 

the established requirements of the job and laws pertaining to the relationship 

between employer and employee.  

 

9. For any employer, employment agency, or labor organization to discriminate 

against any person because that person has opposed any practice forbidden by this 

Chapter, or because that person has made a complaint or assisted in any manner in 

any investigation or proceeding under this Chapter. 

 

10. For any person, whether or not an employer, employment agency, or labor 

organization, to aid, incite, compel, coerce, or participate in the doing of any act 

declared to be an unlawful discriminatory practice by this Chapter, or to obstruct 

or prevent any person from enforcing or complying with the provisions of this 
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Chapter, or to attempt directly or indirectly to commit any act declared by this 

Chapter to be an unlawful discriminatory practice by this Chapter.  

 

B. With regard to age, it shall not be an unlawful discriminatory practice and it shall not 

constitute a violation of this chapter for any employer, employment agency, joint labor-

management committee controlling apprenticeship training programs, or labor 

organization to do any of the following:  

 

1. Establish bona fide employment qualifications reasonably related to the particular 

business or occupation that may include standards for skill, aptitude, physical 

capability, intelligence, education, maturation, and experience;  

 

2. Observe the terms of a bona fide seniority system or any bona fide employee 

benefit plan, including, but not limited to, a retirement, pension, or insurance plan, 

that is not a subterfuge to evade the purposes of this section. However, no such 

employee benefit plan shall excuse the failure to hire any individual, and no such 

seniority system or employee benefit plan shall require or permit the involuntary 

retirement of any individual, because of the individual’s age except as provided 

for in the “Age Discrimination in Employment Act Amendment of 1978”, 29 

U.S.C.A. 623, as amended by the “Age Discrimination in Employment Act 

Amendments of 1986,” 29 U.S.C.A. 623, as amended, or as later amended.  

 

3. Retire an employee who has attained sixty-five years of age who, for the two-year 

period immediately before retirement, was employed in a bona fide executive or a 

high policymaking position, if the employee is entitled to an immediate 

nonforfeitable annual retirement benefit from a pension, profit-sharing, savings, or 

deferred compensation plan, or any combination of those plans of the employer of 

the employee, which equals, in the aggregate, at least forty-four thousand dollars, 

in accordance with the conditions of the “Age Discrimination in Employment Act 

Amendment of 1978”, 29 U.S.C.A. 631, as amended by the “Age Discrimination 

in Employment Act Amendments of 1986”, 29 U.S.C.A. 631, as amended, or as 

later amended;  

 

4. Observe the terms of any bona fide apprenticeship program if the program is 

registered with the Ohio Apprenticeship Council pursuant to sections 4139.01 to 

4139.06 of the Ohio Revised Code and is approved by the federal committee on 

apprenticeship of the United States Department of Labor.  

 

C. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit any of the following:  

 

1. The designation of uniform age the attainment of which is necessary for public 

employees to receive pension or other retirement benefits pursuant to Chapter 145., 

742., 3307., 3309., or 5505. of the Ohio Revised Code;  
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2. The establishment of maximum age requirements for original appointment to a 

police department or fire department pursuant to sections 124.41 and 124.42 of the 

Ohio Revised Code;  

3. Any establishment of a maximum age not in conflict with federal law that may be 

established by a municipal charter, municipal ordinance, or resolution of a board 

of township trustees for original appointment as a police officer or firefighter;  

4. Any establishment of a mandatory retirement provision not in conflict with federal 

law, a municipal charter, municipal ordinance, or resolution of a board of township 

trustees pertaining to police officers and firefighters.  

 

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a person with a disability to be 

employed or trained under circumstances that would significantly increase the occupational 

hazards affecting either the person with a disability, other employees, the general public, 

or the facilities in which the work is to be performed, or to require the employment or 

training of a person with a disability in a job that requires the person with a disability 

routinely to undertake any task, the performance of which is substantially and inherently 

impaired by the person’s disability.  

 

E. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit an employer, employment agency, personnel 

placement service, labor organization, or joint labor-management committee from doing 

any of the following:  

 

1. Adopting or administering reasonable policies or procedures, including, but not 

limited to, testing for the illegal use of any controlled substance, that are designed 

to ensure that an individual no longer is engaging in the illegal use of any 

controlled substance. For purposes of this chapter, a test to determine the illegal 

use of any controlled substance does not include a medical examination; 

 

2. Prohibiting the illegal use of controlled substances and the use of alcohol at the 

workplace by employees;  

 

3. Requiring that employees not be under the influence of alcohol or not be engaged 

in the illegal use of any controlled substance at the workplace;  

 

4. Requiring that employees behave in conformance with the requirements 

established under “The Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988”, 41 U.S.C.A. 701, as 

amended;  

 

5. Holding an employee who engages in the illegal use of any controlled substance 

or who is an alcoholic to the same qualification standards for employment or job 

performance, and the same behavior, to which the employer, employment agency, 

personnel placement service, labor organization, or joint labor-management 

committee holds other employees, even if any unsatisfactory performance or 
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behavior is related to an employee’s illegal use of a controlled substance or 

alcoholism;  

 

6. Exercising other authority recognized in the “Americans with Disabilities Act of 

1990”, 42 U.S.C.A. 12101, as amended, including, but not limited to, requiring 

employees to comply with any applicable federal standards.  

 

F. This Section does not apply to any religious corporation, association, educational 

institution, or society with respect to the employment of an individual of a particular 

religion to perform work connected with the carrying on by that religious corporation, 

association, educational institution, or society of its non-secular activities.   

 

G. Whoever violates this section is guilty of an unlawful discriminatory employment practice.  

 

503.07 Unlawful discriminatory housing practices.  

A. Subject to the limitations, exceptions, and qualifications provided in section 4112.024 of 

the Ohio Revised Code, it shall be an unlawful discriminatory housing practice for any 

person to do any of the following:  

 

1. Refuse to sell, transfer, assign, rent, lease, sublease, or finance housing 

accommodations, refuse to negotiate for the sale or rental of housing 

accommodations, or otherwise deny or make unavailable housing 

accommodations because of a person being in a Protected Class;  

 

2. Represent to any person that housing accommodations are not available for 

inspection, sale, or rental, when in fact they are available, and the representation 

of unavailability is based on the person seeking such housing accommodations 

being in a Protected Class; 

 

3. Discriminate against any person in the making or purchasing of loans or the 

provision of other financial assistance for the acquisition, construction, 

rehabilitation, repair, or maintenance of housing accommodations, or any person 

in the making or purchasing of loans or the provision of other financial assistance 

that is secured by residential real estate, because of that person being in a Protected 

Class, or because the neighborhood in which the housing accommodations are 

located is composed of one or more Protected Classes, provided that the person, 

whether an individual, corporation, or association of any type, lends money as one 

of the principal aspects or incident to the person’s principal business and not only 

as a part of the purchase price of an owner-occupied residence the person is selling 

nor merely casually or occasionally to a relative or friend;  
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4. Discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of selling, transferring, 

assigning, renting, leasing, or subleasing any housing accommodations or in 

furnishing facilities, services, or privileges in connection with the ownership, 

occupancy, or use of any housing accommodations, including the sale of fire, 

extended coverage, or homeowners insurance, because the person is in a Protected 

Class, or because of the composition, in terms of Protected Class, of the 

neighborhood in which the housing accommodations are located;  

 

5. Discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of any loan of money, 

whether or not secured by mortgage or otherwise, for the acquisition, construction, 

rehabilitation, repair, or maintenance of housing accommodations because of a 

person being in a Protected Class, or because of the composition, in terms of 

Protected Class, of the neighborhood in which the housing accommodations are 

located;  

 

6. Refuse to consider without prejudice the combined income of both lawfully 

married spouses for the purpose of extending mortgage credit to a married couple 

or either member of a married couple;  

 

7. Except as otherwise provided in this section, make any inquiry, elicit any 

information, or use any form of application containing questions or entries 

concerning a person’s Protected Class status in connection with the sale or lease 

of any housing accommodations or the loan of any money, whether or not secured 

by mortgage or otherwise, for the acquisition, construction, rehabilitation, repair, 

or maintenance of housing accommodations.  

 

8. Include in any deed, land contract, transfer, rental, or lease of housing 

accommodations any discriminatory restrictive covenant, or honor or exercise, or 

attempt to honor or exercise, any discriminatory restrictive covenant;  

 

9. Induce or solicit, or attempt to induce or solicit, a housing accommodations listing, 

sale, or transaction by representing that a change has occurred or may occur with 

respect to the Protected Class composition of the block, neighborhood, or other 

area in which the housing accommodations are located, or induce or solicit, or 

attempt to induce or solicit, a housing accommodations listing, sale, or transaction 

by representing that the presence or anticipated presence of persons of any 

Protected Class in the block, neighborhood, or other area will or may have results 

including, but not limited to, the following:  

 

a. The lowering of property values;  

b. A change in the composition, in terms of a Protected Class, of the block, 

neighborhood, or other area;  
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c. An increase in criminal or antisocial behavior in the block, neighborhood, or 

other area;  

d. A decline in the quality of the schools serving the block, neighborhood, or 

other area.  

 

10. Discourage or attempt to discourage the purchase by a prospective purchaser of 

housing accommodations, by representing that any block, neighborhood, or other 

area has undergone or might undergo a change in composition with respect to a 

Protected Class; 

 

11. Deny any person access to or membership or participation in any multiple-listing 

service, real estate brokers’ organization, or other service, organization, or facility 

relating to the business of selling or renting housing accommodations, or 

discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of that access, 

membership, or participation, because of a person being in a Protected Class;  

 

12. For any person to discriminate in any manner against any other person because 

that person has opposed any unlawful practice defined in this chapter, or because 

that person has made a charge, testified, assisted, or participated in any manner, in 

any investigation, proceeding, or hearing under the provisions of this chapter;  

 

13. Refuse to sell, transfer, assign, rent, lease, sublease, or finance, or otherwise deny 

or withhold, a burial lot from any person because of a person being in a Protected 

Class, or because of any prospective owner or user of the lot being in a Protected 

Class;  

 

14. Discriminate in the sale or rental of, or otherwise make unavailable or deny, 

housing accommodations to any buyer or renter because of the Protected Class 

status of the buyer or renter, or any person residing in or intending to reside in the 

housing accommodations after they are sold, rented, or made available; 

 

15. Discriminate in the terms, conditions, or privileges of the sale or rental of housing 

accommodations to any person or in the provision of services or facilities to any 

person in connection with the housing accommodations because of the Protected 

Class status of that person or any person residing in or intending to reside in the 

housing accommodations after they are sold, rented, or made available; 

 

16. Except as otherwise provided in this section, make an inquiry of an applicant to 

determine the Protected Class status of the applicant for the sale or rental of 

housing accommodations, or any person residing in or intending to reside in the 

housing accommodations after they are sold, rented, or made available. The 

following inquiries may be made of all applicants for the sale or rental of housing 

accommodations, regardless of the applicant’s Protected Class:  
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a. An inquiry into an applicant’s ability to meet the requirements of ownership 

or tenancy;  

b. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant is qualified for housing 

accommodations available only to persons with disabilities or persons with 

a particular type of disability;  

c. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant is qualified for a priority 

available to persons with disabilities or persons with a particular type of 

disability;  

d. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant currently uses a controlled 

substance in violation of section 2925.11 of the Ohio Revised Code or a 

substantively comparable municipal ordinance;  

e. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant at any time has been convicted 

of or pleaded guilty to any offense, an element of which is the illegal sale, 

offer to sell, cultivation, manufacture, other production, shipment, 

transportation, delivery, or other distribution of a controlled substance.  

 

17. Refuse to permit, at the expense of a person with a disability, reasonable 

modifications of existing housing accommodations that are occupied or to be 

occupied by the person with a disability, if the modifications may be necessary to 

afford the person with a disability full enjoyment of the housing accommodations. 

This division does not preclude a landlord of housing accommodations that are 

rented or to be rented to a disabled tenant from conditioning permission for a 

proposed modification upon the disabled tenant’s doing one or more of the 

following:  

 

a. Providing a reasonable description of the proposed modification and 

reasonable assurances that the proposed modification will be made in a 

work-like manner and that any required building permits will be obtained 

prior to the commencement of the proposed modification;  

b. Agreeing to restore at the end of the tenancy the interior of the housing 

accommodations to the condition they were in prior to the proposed 

modification, but subject to reasonable wear and tear during the period of 

occupancy, if it is reasonable for the landlord to condition permission for the 

proposed modification upon the agreement;  

c. Paying into an interest-bearing escrow account that is in the landlord’s name, 

over a reasonable period of time, a reasonable amount of money not to 

exceed the projected costs at the end of the tenancy of the restoration of the 

interior of the housing accommodations to the condition they were in prior 

to the proposed modification, but subject to reasonable wear and tear during 

the period of occupancy, if the landlord finds the account reasonably 

necessary to ensure the availability of funds for the restoration work. The 

interest earned in connection with an escrow account described in this 
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division shall accrue to the benefit of the disabled tenant who makes 

payments into the account.  

 

18. Condition permission for a proposed modification of a dwelling unit upon a 

disabled tenant’s payment of a security deposit that exceeds the customarily 

required security deposit of all tenants of the particular housing accommodations.  

 

19. Refuse to make reasonable accommodations in rules, policies, practices, or 

services when necessary to afford a person with a disability equal opportunity to 

use and enjoy a dwelling unit, including associated public and common use areas;  

 

20. Fail to comply with the standards and rules adopted under division (A) of section 

3781.111 of the Ohio Revised Code;  

 

21. Discriminate against any person in the selling, brokering, or appraising of real 

property because of the person being in a Protected Class;  

 

22. For any person to discriminate in any manner against any other person because 

that person has opposed any unlawful discriminatory practice defined in this 

section or because that person has made a charge, testified, assisted, or participated 

in any manner in any investigation, proceeding, or hearing under this chapter or 

sections 4112.01 to 4112.07 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 

23. For any person to knowingly aid or abet the doing of any act declared by this 

section to be an unlawful discriminatory practice, to knowingly obstruct or prevent 

any person from complying with this chapter or any order issued under it, or to 

knowingly attempt directly or indirectly to commit any act declared by this section 

to be an unlawful discriminatory practice.  

 

B. Nothing in this chapter shall bar any bona fide private or fraternal organization that, 

incidental to its primary purpose, owns or operates lodgings for other than a commercial 

purpose, from limiting the rental or occupancy of the lodgings to its members or from 

giving preference to its members. 

 

C. Nothing in this chapter limits the applicability of any reasonable local, state, or federal 

restrictions regarding the maximum number of occupants permitted to occupy housing 

accommodations.  

 

D. Nothing in this chapter prohibits the owners or managers of housing accommodations from 

implementing reasonable occupancy standards based on the number and size of sleeping 

areas or bedrooms and the overall size of a dwelling unit, provided that the standards are 

not implemented to circumvent the purposes of this chapter and are formulated, 

implemented, and interpreted in a manner consistent with this chapter and any applicable 
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local, state, or federal restrictions regarding the maximum number of occupants permitted 

to occupy housing accommodations.  

 

E. Nothing in this chapter requires that housing accommodations be made available to an 

individual whose tenancy would constitute a direct threat to the health or safety of other 

individuals or whose tenancy would result in substantial physical damage to the property 

of others.  

 

F. Nothing in this chapter pertaining to unlawful discriminatory housing practice shall be 

construed to apply to “housing for older persons” as defined and provided in section 42 

U.S.C. 3607 (b)(2), as amended.   

 

G. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any person selling or renting property 

to modify the property in any way or to exercise a higher degree of care for a person with 

a disability, to relieve any person with a disability of any obligation generally imposed on 

all persons regardless of disability in a written lease, rental agreement, or contract of 

purchase or sale, or to forbid distinctions based on the inability to fulfill the terms and 

conditions, including financial obligations, of the lease, agreement, or contract.  

 

H. Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful discrimination in housing 

accommodations.  

 

511.04503.09  Unlawful discriminatory practices in public accommodations.  

It shall be an unlawful discriminatory practice:  

A. For any owner, operator, or manager of a place of public accommodation to deny to any 

person or permit any employee to deny to any person, except for reasons applicable alike 

to all persons regardless of them being in a Protected Class, the full enjoyment of the 

accommodations, advantages, facilities, or privileges of the place of public 

accommodation; or 

 

B. For any owner, operator, or manager of a place of public accommodation to publish, 

circulate, issue, display, post or mail, either directly or indirectly, any printed or written 

communication, notice or advertisement to the effect that any of the accommodations, 

advantages, facilities, goods, products, services, and privileges of any such place shall be 

refused, withheld or denied to any person on account of that person being in a Protected 

Class, or that such person is unwelcome, objectionable, or not acceptable, desired or 

solicited; or 

 

C. For any owner, operator, or manager of a place of public accommodation to deny to any 

individual with a disability the full enjoyment of the accommodations, advantages, 
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facilities, or privileges of the place of public accommodation on the basis of such 

individual’s use of a service animal, provided:  

 

1. The disabled individual using the service animal may be prohibited from having 

the service animal present in the place of public accommodation if the animal is 

out of control, as provided by 28 CFR 35.136(d), and the animal's handler does not 

take effective action to control it.  

 

2. If it is not readily apparent what service a service animal provides, the owner, 

operator, manager, or an employee of a place of public accommodation may 

inquire whether the service animal is required because of the disabled person’s 

disability, provided an inquiry may not be made as to disabled person’s disability 

or the disabled person’s medical condition or requirements.  

 

3. The owner, operator, manager, or employees of a place of public accommodation 

are not required to provide care or food for the service animal.  

 

D. No person shall aid, abet, or participate in the doing of any act declared to be an unlawful 

discriminatory practice under this section.  

 

E. Unless otherwise prohibited by law, nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 

any person from offering senior citizen price discounts or other privileges exclusively for 

the benefit of senior citizens.  

 

F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the modification of existing facilities 

or the construction of new or additional facilities.  

 

G. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a religious or denominational institution, 

organization, society or association or any nonprofit charitable or educational organization 

that is operated, supervised or controlled by or in connection with a religious organization, 

from limiting its offerings of goods, services, facilities, and accommodations to a person 

of the same religion, or from giving preference to such persons, provided that such 

offerings mentioned are not offered for commercial purposes or supported by public funds. 

 

G.a. “Commercial purposes” shall be defined as “activities concerned with making 

money or profits, rather than, for example, providing a public service or other goods 

or services at cost.” 

 

H. Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful discrimination in public 

accommodations.  

 

503.1111.05 Complaint procedure.  
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A. Filing of the complaint. 

  

1. An aggrieved person, complainant, may file with the Reynoldsburg Clerk of 

Council a written complaint sworn under oath which specifies the facts and 

circumstances, including the location, date(s), and time(s), of alleged unlawful 

discriminatory act(s) or practices that did or are occurring within the City limits 

and which identifies the person who committed or continues to commit the alleged 

unlawful discriminatory act(s) or practices.  

 

2. If the charge of discrimination alleges a violation based on race, sex, ethnicity, 

national origin, religion, age, disability, military status, and/or any other class 

protected under state or federal law, then the Clerk of Council shall instruct the 

complainant to file a charge of discrimination with the Ohio Civil Rights 

Commission(OCRC)/Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC). The 

Clerk of Council shall provide the complainant with the information about this 

requirement and contact information for the OCRC/EEOC within ten (10) days 

from the date the charge was filed with the Clerk.  

 

3. Concurrent with the filing of the complaint, the complainant shall provide to the 

Clerk of Council in writing the complainant’s mailing address, telephone number, 

if any, and email address, if any.  

 

4. The complaint shall not be accepted by the Clerk of Council if any of the following 

apply: 

 

a. The complaint is presented to the Clerk of Council more than 180 days 

following the most recent unlawful discriminatory act alleged in the 

complaint;  

b. No incident location provided in the complaint is within the City of 

Reynoldsburg; 

c. The investigation of the complaint is required to be conducted pursuant to 

the terms of a collective bargaining agreement to which the City is a party;   

d. The complaint fails to include all the information required by (A)(1) of this 

section; 

e. The complainant fails to concurrently provide a writing that includes the 

information required in (A)(2) of this section.   

 

4. Upon receiving a complaint of an alleged unlawful discriminatory act, the Clerk 

of Council shall immediately date stamp the complaint and: 

 

a. Forward a copy thereof to the City Attorney; and  

b. Mail by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, certified copies 

of the complaint to the Respondent. 
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5. The Clerk of Council shall retain the original date-stamped complaint and shall 

open and maintain a file on the matter during the pendency of any actions related 

to the complaint and for so long thereafter as is necessary to comply with the City’s 

Records Retention Schedule.  

 

B. Investigation by City Attorney 

 

1. Upon receipt of the Complaint, the City Attorney or a designee of the City Attorney 

shall investigate the Complaint to determine if probable causes exists to believe a 

violation of this Chapter has occurred.  

 

2. As part of said investigation, the City Attorney shall be permitted to issue an 

administrative subpoena for documents pursuant to Section 501.15 of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Reynoldsburg.  

 

3. If the City Attorney determines the most recent of the unlawful discriminatory acts 

alleged in the complaint occurred more than 180 days before the date the complaint 

was filed with the Clerk of Council or that none of the alleged acts occurred within 

the City of Reynoldsburg, the City Attorney shall have no authority to investigate 

or take further actions except to return the complaint to the Clerk of Council with 

written notice to the Clerk of Council that the Complaint is outside the authority of 

the City Attorney.  

 

4. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the City Attorney shall be authorized 

to mediate complaints, issue findings of fact and conclusions of law, issue cease 

and desist orders, and issue a formal recommendation.  

 

5. If the City Attorney finds, after investigation, that there is probable cause to 

determine that the Respondent has committed an act of unlawful discrimination 

under this Chapter, the City Attorney shall file and forward the Complaint with the 

Reynoldsburg Clerk of Council with a recommendation to refer the Complaint to a 

Hearing Officer.  

 

6. If the City Attorney finds, after investigation, that there is insufficient evidence to 

establish probable cause that Respondent has committed an act of unlawful 

discrimination under this Chapter, the City Attorney shall dismiss the Complaint 

and mail notice of dismissal to the Complainant and the Respondent by certified 

mail, return receipt requested. 

 

C. Hearing Officer 
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1. Upon receipt of the recommendation of the City Attorney that probable cause exists 

to determine the Respondent has committed an act of unlawful discrimination under 

this Chapter, the Clerk of Council shall forward the recommendation to the Mayor. 

 

2. The Mayor shall, upon receipt of the recommendation from the City Attorney, 

appoint a Hearing Officer who shall be an attorney licensed to practice law in the 

State of Ohio.  

 

3. If a Hearing Officer is appointed, the Hearing Officer shall conduct an 

administrative hearing. In the hearing, the Hearing Officer shall take testimony and 

considering evidence presented by and on behalf of the Complainant and the 

Respondent respectively. After the hearing is concluded, the Hearing Officer shall 

issue findings of fact and conclusions of law, and if the Hearing Officer, in the 

Hearing Officer’s sole discretion, deems it appropriate, the Hearing Officer may 

issue orders and impose sanctions provided in this Chapter.  

 

4. If the Hearing Officer determines that the respondent is engaged in an unlawful 

discriminatory act or practice under this chapter, the final decision of the Hearing 

Officer may include the issuance to the Respondent of orders to cease and desist 

the unlawful discriminatory acts or practices. Any orders to cease and desist shall 

specify a time period for the Respondent’s compliance. 

 

5. If the Hearing Officer determines that the Respondent did engage in, or continues 

to engage in, an unlawful discriminatory act or practice under this chapter, the final 

decision of the Hearing Officer may include the imposition upon the Respondent 

of the following: 

 

a. Reasonable costs of the administrative hearing, provided the cost of the 

Hearing Officer’s services shall not be assessed against the Respondent.  

b. Reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Complainant.  

c. The imposition of a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed one thousand 

dollars ($1,000.00); or two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) if the 

Respondent has committed a violation of this Chapter during the five-year 

period preceding the date on which the Complaint was filed.  

 

6. The final decision of the Hearing Officer may not include any orders for 

reinstatement of employment, refund of monies paid, other mitigation of damages, 

or any other orders for corrections or sanctions, except as provided in this section.  

 

7. The final decision of the Hearing Officer may be appealed pursuant to the 

provisions of Chapter 2505 of the Ohio Revised Code.  
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8. The final decision issued by the Hearing Officer shall be in a writing served by 

ordinary United States Mail on the Respondent and the Complainant. The 

documents shall be deemed received and properly served upon the respondent five 

days following the mailing thereof. Copies of the final decision shall also be sent 

to the Clerk of Council and the City Attorney.  

 

503.07  

503.08 503.13  Complaints Alleging Unlawful Discriminatory Practices by the City of 

 Reynoldsburg 

If a Complaint is filed with the Clerk of Council alleging that the City, or one of its boards, 

commissions, departments, divisions, officials, or employees has engaged or is engaging in an 

unlawful discriminatory practice as defined by this Chapter, the following procedures shall apply: 

A. Upon receipt of the Complaint pursuant to Section 503.06(A)(4)(a), the City Attorney 

shall forward a copy of the Complaint to City Council. 

 

B. City Council may appoint a special counsel to conduct a preliminary investigation instead 

of the City Attorney 

 

C. The City Council may appoint a Hearing Officer to conduct a determination instead of 

the Mayor appointing the Hearing Officer. 

 

503.09503.15   Failure to comply with a subpoena.  

No person shall fail to comply with a subpoena issued by the City Attorney or the Hearing Officer. 

Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to comply with a subpoena, a misdemeanor of the 

fourth degree.  

 

503.09 503.17 Failure to comply with an order of the Hearing Officer.  

No person shall fail to comply with any portion of an order issued by the Hearing Officer within 

thirty days following service of the order or such period of time as the order provides, whichever 

is greater. Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to comply with an order of the Hearing 

Officer, a misdemeanor of the first degree.  

 

503.191 Failure to pay financial sanctions imposed by the Hearing Officer. 

 If a civil penalty or costs or both are imposed by the Hearing Officer on the Respondent, and any 

portion thereof remains unpaid thirty days following service of the order or following the 

12.b.a

Packet Pg. 194

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

n
ti

-D
is

cr
im

in
at

io
n

 O
rd

in
an

ce
 (

m
ar

ke
d

 c
h

an
g

es
) 

 (
A

n
ti

-D
is

cr
im

at
io

n
)



22 
 

expiration of the time period designated by the Hearing Officer, the City may institute civil 

enforcement proceedings against the Respondent. 

 

503.2113 Ethnic Intimidation 

A. No personal shall violate Sections 2903.13, 2903.21, 2903, 22, 2907.06, 2911.06, 2911.07, 

2911.21, 2911.211, 2913.02, 2913.04, 2917.11, 2917.12, 2917.21(A)(3) through (A)(5) of 

the Ohio Revised Code by reason of or where one of the motives is the victim’s race, sex, 

sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, ethnicity, religion, national origin, 

disability, or military status.  

 

B. In a prosecution under this section, the offenders’ motive, reason, or purpose may be shown 

by the offender’s temporarily related conduct or statements before, during or after the 

offense, including ethnic, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, religious or 

racial slurs, and by the totality of the facts, circumstances and conduct surrounding the 

offense. 

 

C. Whoever violates this Section is guilty of Ethnic Intimidation, a misdemeanor of the first 

degree. If the underlying offense, as a necessary element of Ethnic Intimidation, is a 

misdemeanor of the first degree, there shall be a minimum mandatory jail sentence of at 

least ten (10) days.  

 

503.2315 Severability 

Should any section, clause, or paragraph of this chapter be declared invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the validity of the Chapter as a whole or any part thereof 

other than the part declared invalid. 
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CHAPTER 503 

UNLAWFUL DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES 

503.01 Purpose 

It is the intent of the Reynoldsburg City Council to create safeguards and protections against 

discrimination and intimidation based on race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, sex, disability, 

military status, family or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, and 

natural hairstyle and/or texture. 

503.03 Definitions 

As used in this Chapter: 

A. “Age” means at least forty (40) years old. 

B. “Aggrieved individual” means an individual who claims to have been injured by an 

unlawful discrimination act or practice described in this Chapter.  

C. “City Attorney” means the individual duly elected pursuant to Section 6.01 of the Charter 

of the City of Reynoldsburg.  

D. “Complainant” means an aggrieved individual who, pursuant to the provisions of this 

Chapter, files with the Clerk of Council a written complaint alleging an unlawful 

discriminatory act or practice.  

E. “Disability” means a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one (1) or 

more major life activities, including the functions of caring for one’s self, performing 

manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working; a 

record of physical or mental impairment; or being regarded as having a physical or mental 

impairment. 

1. “Physical or mental impairment” includes any of the following: 

a. Any physiological disorder or condition, cosmetic disfigurement, or 

anatomical loss affecting one (1) or more of the following body systems: 

neurological; musculoskeletal; special sense organs; respiratory, including 

speech organs; cardiovascular; reproductive; digestive; genitor-urinary; 

hemic and lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; 

b. Any mental or psychological disorder, including, but not limited to, 

orthopedic, visual, speech, and hearing impairments, cerebral palsy, autism, 

epilepsy, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, cancer, heart disease, 

diabetes, sickle cell, human immunodeficiency virus infection, intellectual 

disabilities, and emotional illness. 
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2. “Physical or mental impairment” does not include any of the following: 

a. Pedophilia, exhibitionism, voyeurism, or other sexual behavior disorders; 

b. Compulsive gambling, kleptomania, or pyromania; 

c. Mental or psychological disorder, or disease or condition, caused by an 

illegal use of any controlled substance by an employee, applicant, or another 

individual, if an employer, employment agency, personnel placement 

service, labor organization, or joint labor-management committee acts on the 

basis of that illegal use.  

F. “Discriminate”, “Discrimination”, or “Discriminatory” means to differentiate and treat 

differently including to segregate or separate.  

G. “Employee” means an individual employed by an employer but does not include any 

individual employed in the domestic service of any person. 

H. “Employer” means any person who regularly employs for compensation four (4) or more 

individuals, excluding the employer’s parents, spouse, and children, including any person 

acting directly or indirectly in the interest of an employer, provided “employer” does not 

include a public school system, or an agency of government other than the City.  

I. “Employment agency” means any persons regularly undertaking with or without 

compensation, to procure opportunities for employment or to procure, recruit, refer, or 

place employees. 

J. “Familial status” means either of the following: 

1. One (1) or more individuals who are under eighteen (18) years of age and who 

are domiciled with a parent or guardian having legal custody of the individual or 

domiciled, with the written permission of the parent or guardian having legal 

custody, with a designee of the parent or guardian; or 

2. Any person who is pregnant or in the process of securing legal custody of any 

individual who is under eighteen (18) years of age. 

 

K. “Gender Expression or Identity” means actual or perceived gender-related identity, 

expression, appearance, or mannerisms, or other gender-related characteristics of an 

individual, regardless of the individual’s designated sex at birth. 

 

L.  “Hearing Officer” means a neutral independent contractor, hired by the City, who conducts 

an administrative hearing based on a complaint filed pursuant to the provisions of this 

Chapter. 
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M. “Housing accommodations” including any buildings or structure or portion thereof which 

is used or occupied or is intended, arranged, or designed to be used or occupied as a home 

residence or sleeping place of one (1) or more individuals, groups or families, whether or 

not living independently of each other; and any vacant land offered for sale or lease. It also 

includes any housing accommodations held or offered for sale or rent by a real estate 

broker, salesman, or agent, or by any other person pursuant to the authorization of the 

owner, by the owner, or by such person’s legal representative. 

N. “Labor organization” includes any organization that exists, in whole or in part, for the 

purpose of collective bargaining or of dealing with employers concerning grievances, terms 

or conditions of employment, or other mutual aid or protection in relation to employment. 

O. “Military status” means a person’s status in “Service in the uniformed services” as defined 

in Section 5923.05 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

P. “Natural hair types and natural styles commonly associated with race” means hairstyle, 

type, and texture, treated and untreated, as well as protective hairstyles such as natural hair, 

afros, braids, twists, cornrows, and locks, which hair types and hairstyles are commonly 

associated with African-Americans and their racial-ethnic, and cultural identities.  

Q.  “Person” includes one (1) or more individuals, partnerships, associations, organizations, 

corporations, legal representatives, trustees, and trustees in bankruptcy, receivers, and 

other organized groups of persons. It also includes, but is not limited to, any owner, lessor, 

assignor, builder, manager, broker, salesman, agent, employee, lending institution; and the 

City of Reynoldsburg and all political subdivisions, authorities, agencies, boards, and 

commissions thereof. 

R. “Place of public accommodation” means any inn, restaurant, eating house, barbershop, 

hotel, motel, bank or other financial services institution, public conveyance by air, land or 

water, theater, store, or other places for the sale of merchandise, or any other place of public 

accommodation or amusement where the accommodation advantages, facilities, or 

privileges thereof are available to the public. 

S. “Protected Class” means a classification of individuals based on one or more of the 

following characteristics: race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, familial status, 

disability, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or natural hair types 

and natural styles commonly associated with race.  

T. “Public use areas” means interior or exterior rooms or spaces of a privately owned building 

that are made available to the general public.  
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U. “Restrictive covenant” means any specification in a deed, land contract or lease limiting 

the use of any housing because of race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or 

expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, marital status, familial 

status, genetic information, or military status or any limitation based upon affiliation with 

or approval by any person, directly or indirectly, employing race, sex, sexual orientation, 

gender identity or expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, 

marital status, familial status, genetic information, or military status as a condition of 

affiliation or approval. 

V. “Service in the uniformed services” means the performance of duty, on a voluntary or 

involuntary basis, in a uniformed service, under competent authority, and includes active 

duty, active duty for training, initial active duty for training, inactive duty for training, full-

time national guard duty, and performance of duty or training by a member of Ohio 

organized militia pursuant to Chapter 5923 of the Ohio Revised Code. “Service in the 

uniformed services” includes also the period of time for which a person is absent from a 

position of public or private employment for the purpose of an examination to determine 

the fitness of the person to perform any duty described in this division. 

W. “Sex” means male, female, neither, or both, and includes pregnancy, any illness arising out 

of and occurring during the course of a pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions. 

X. “Sexual orientation” means a person’s actual or perceived homosexuality, bisexuality; or 

heterosexuality. 

Y. “Uniformed services” means the Armed Forces, the Ohio organized militia when engaged 

in active duty for training, inactive duty training, or full-time national guard duty, the 

commissioned corps of the public health service, and any other category of persons 

designated by the president of the United States in time of war or emergency. 

Z. “Unlawful discriminatory practice” means any act prohibited by Chapter 503 of the 

Reynoldsburg Code of Ordinances.  

 

503.05 Unlawful discriminatory employment practices.  

A. It shall be an unlawful discriminatory employment practice, except where based upon 

applicable national security regulations established by the United States:   

 

1. For any employer, because of a person being in a Protected Class, to discharge 

without just cause, to refuse to hire, or otherwise to discriminate against that person 

with respect to hiring, compensation, tenure, terms, conditions, or privileges of 

employment, or any matter directly or indirectly related to employment. 

 

2. For an employment agency or personnel placement service, because of a person 

being in a Protected Class, to do any of the following:  
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a. Refuse or fail to accept, register, classify properly, or refer for employment, 

or otherwise discriminate against any person;  

b. Comply with a request from an employer for referral of applicants for 

employment, if the request directly or indirectly indicates that the employer 

fails to comply with the provisions of this chapter.  

 

3. For any labor organization to do any of the following:  

 

a. Limit or restrict its membership on the basis of a person being in a Protected 

Class;  

b. Discriminate against, limit the employment opportunities of, or otherwise 

adversely affect the employment status, wages, hours, or employment 

conditions of any person as an employee because of a person being in a 

Protected Class.   

 

4. For any employer, labor organization, or joint labor-management committee 

controlling apprentice training programs to discriminate against any person 

because of that person being in a Protected Class, in admission to, or employment 

in, any program established to provide apprentice training.  

 

5. Except where based on a bona fide occupational qualification certified in advance 

by an agency of the state or federal government or a political subdivision, for any 

employer, employment agency, personnel placement service, or labor 

organization, prior to employment or admission to membership, to do any of the 

following:  

 

a. Elicit or attempt to elicit any information concerning the Protected Class 

status of an applicant for employment or membership;  

b. Use any form of application for employment, or personnel or membership 

blank, seeking to elicit information regarding a person’s Protected Class 

status; provided an employer holding a contract containing a non-

discrimination clause with the government of the United States, or any 

department or agency of that government, may require an employee 

applicant for employment to furnish documentary proof of United States 

citizenship and may retain that proof in the employer’s personnel records 

and may use photographic or fingerprint identification for security purposes;  

c. Utilize in the recruitment or hiring of persons any employment agency, 

personnel placement service, training school or center, labor organization, 

or any other employee-referring source known to discriminate against 

persons because of their being in a Protected Class.  
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6. For any employer to discriminate against an individual with a disability in any of 

the following ways:  

 

a. By limiting, segregating, or classifying a job applicant or employee in a way 

that adversely affects the opportunities or status of such applicant or 

employee because of the disability of such applicant or employee.  

b. By failing to make reasonable accommodations to the known physical or 

mental limitations of an otherwise qualified individual who is an applicant 

or employee, unless the employer can demonstrate that the accommodation 

would impose an undue hardship on the operation of the business of the 

employer.  

c. By denying employment opportunities to a job applicant or employee who 

is an otherwise qualified individual with a disability, on the basis of such 

disabled individual’s use of a service animal, provided nothing in this 

chapter shall be construed to require any employer, as a reasonable 

accommodation, to provide a service animal to a disabled person. 

  

7. For any employer to discriminate against a woman affected by a pregnancy, 

childbirth, or related medical conditions for any employment-related purposes, 

including receipt of benefits under fringe benefit programs, or to fail to treat a 

woman so affected the same as other persons not so affected but similar in their 

ability or inability to work.  

 

8. For any employer to discriminate against an employee or potential employee on 

the basis of age in offering any job opening or in the discharge of an employee 

without just cause who is physically able to perform the duties and otherwise meets 

the established requirements of the job and laws pertaining to the relationship 

between employer and employee.  

 

9. For any employer, employment agency, or labor organization to discriminate 

against any person because that person has opposed any practice forbidden by this 

Chapter, or because that person has made a complaint or assisted in any manner in 

any investigation or proceeding under this Chapter. 

 

10. For any person, whether or not an employer, employment agency, or labor 

organization, to aid, incite, compel, coerce, or participate in the doing of any act 

declared to be an unlawful discriminatory practice by this Chapter, or to obstruct 

or prevent any person from enforcing or complying with the provisions of this 

Chapter, or to attempt directly or indirectly to commit any act declared by this 

Chapter to be an unlawful discriminatory practice by this Chapter.  

 

B. With regard to age, it shall not be an unlawful discriminatory practice and it shall not 

constitute a violation of this chapter for any employer, employment agency, joint labor-

12.b.b

Packet Pg. 201

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

n
ti

-D
is

cr
im

in
at

io
n

 E
xh

ib
it

  (
A

n
ti

-D
is

cr
im

at
io

n
)



7 
 

management committee controlling apprenticeship training programs, or labor 

organization to do any of the following:  

 

1. Establish bona fide employment qualifications reasonably related to the particular 

business or occupation that may include standards for skill, aptitude, physical 

capability, intelligence, education, maturation, and experience;  

 

2. Observe the terms of a bona fide seniority system or any bona fide employee 

benefit plan, including, but not limited to, a retirement, pension, or insurance plan, 

that is not a subterfuge to evade the purposes of this section. However, no such 

employee benefit plan shall excuse the failure to hire any individual, and no such 

seniority system or employee benefit plan shall require or permit the involuntary 

retirement of any individual, because of the individual’s age except as provided 

for in the “Age Discrimination in Employment Act Amendment of 1978”, 29 

U.S.C.A. 623, as amended by the “Age Discrimination in Employment Act 

Amendments of 1986,” 29 U.S.C.A. 623, as amended, or as later amended.  

 

3. Retire an employee who has attained sixty-five years of age who, for the two-year 

period immediately before retirement, was employed in a bona fide executive or a 

high policymaking position, if the employee is entitled to an immediate 

nonforfeitable annual retirement benefit from a pension, profit-sharing, savings, or 

deferred compensation plan, or any combination of those plans of the employer of 

the employee, which equals, in the aggregate, at least forty-four thousand dollars, 

in accordance with the conditions of the “Age Discrimination in Employment Act 

Amendment of 1978”, 29 U.S.C.A. 631, as amended by the “Age Discrimination 

in Employment Act Amendments of 1986”, 29 U.S.C.A. 631, as amended, or as 

later amended;  

 

4. Observe the terms of any bona fide apprenticeship program if the program is 

registered with the Ohio Apprenticeship Council pursuant to sections 4139.01 to 

4139.06 of the Ohio Revised Code and is approved by the federal committee on 

the apprenticeship of the United States Department of Labor.  

 

C. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit any of the following:  

 

1. The designation of uniform age the attainment of which is necessary for public 

employees to receive a pension or other retirement benefits pursuant to Chapter 

145., 742., 3307., 3309., or 5505. of the Ohio Revised Code;  

2. The establishment of maximum age requirements for original appointment to a 

police department or fire department pursuant to sections 124.41 and 124.42 of the 

Ohio Revised Code;  
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3. Any establishment of a maximum age not in conflict with federal law that may be 

established by a municipal charter, municipal ordinance, or resolution of a board 

of township trustees for original appointment as a police officer or firefighter;  

4. Any establishment of a mandatory retirement provision not in conflict with federal 

law, a municipal charter, municipal ordinance, or resolution of a board of township 

trustees pertaining to police officers and firefighters.  

 

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a person with a disability to be 

employed or trained under circumstances that would significantly increase the occupational 

hazards affecting either the person with a disability, other employees, the general public, 

or the facilities in which the work is to be performed or to require the employment or 

training of a person with a disability in a job that requires the person with a disability 

routinely to undertake any task, the performance of which is substantially and inherently 

impaired by the person’s disability.  

 

E. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit an employer, employment agency, personnel 

placement service, labor organization, or joint labor-management committee from doing 

any of the following:  

 

1. Adopting or administering reasonable policies or procedures, including, but not 

limited to, testing for the illegal use of any controlled substance, that are designed 

to ensure that an individual no longer is engaging in the illegal use of any 

controlled substance. For purposes of this chapter, a test to determine the illegal 

use of any controlled substance does not include a medical examination; 

 

2. Prohibiting the illegal use of controlled substances and the use of alcohol at the 

workplace by employees;  

 

3. Requiring that employees not be under the influence of alcohol or not be engaged 

in the illegal use of any controlled substance at the workplace;  

 

4. Requiring that employees behave in conformance with the requirements 

established under “The Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988”, 41 U.S.C.A. 701, as 

amended;  

 

5. Holding an employee who engages in the illegal use of any controlled substance 

or who is an alcoholic to the same qualification standards for employment or job 

performance, and the same behavior, to which the employer, employment agency, 

personnel placement service, labor organization, or joint labor-management 

committee holds other employees, even if any unsatisfactory performance or 

behavior is related to an employee’s illegal use of a controlled substance or 

alcoholism;  
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6. Exercising other authority recognized in the “Americans with Disabilities Act of 

1990”, 42 U.S.C.A. 12101, as amended, including, but not limited to, requiring 

employees to comply with any applicable federal standards.  

 

F. This Section does not apply to any religious corporation, association, educational 

institution, or society with respect to the employment of an individual of a particular 

religion to perform work connected with the carrying on by that religious corporation, 

association, educational institution, or society of its activities.   

 

G. Whoever violates this section is guilty of an unlawful discriminatory employment practice.  

 

503.07 Unlawful discriminatory housing practices.  

A. Subject to the limitations, exceptions, and qualifications provided in section 4112.024 of 

the Ohio Revised Code, it shall be an unlawful discriminatory housing practice for any 

person to do any of the following:  

 

1. Refuse to sell, transfer, assign, rent, lease, sublease, or finance housing 

accommodations, refuse to negotiate for the sale or rental of housing 

accommodations, or otherwise deny or make unavailable housing 

accommodations because of a person being in a Protected Class;  

 

2. Represent to any person that housing accommodations are not available for 

inspection, sale, or rental, when in fact they are available, and the representation 

of unavailability is based on the person seeking such housing accommodations 

being in a Protected Class; 

 

3. Discriminate against any person in the making or purchasing of loans or the 

provision of other financial assistance for the acquisition, construction, 

rehabilitation, repair, or maintenance of housing accommodations, or any person 

in the making or purchasing of loans or the provision of other financial assistance 

that is secured by residential real estate, because of that person being in a Protected 

Class, or because the neighborhood in which the housing accommodations are 

located is composed of one or more Protected Classes, provided that the person, 

whether an individual, corporation or association of any type, lends money as one 

of the principal aspects or incident to the person’s principal business and not only 

as a part of the purchase price of an owner-occupied residence the person is selling 

nor merely casually or occasionally to a relative or friend;  

 

4. Discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of selling, transferring, 

assigning, renting, leasing, or subleasing any housing accommodations or in 

furnishing facilities, services, or privileges in connection with the ownership, 

occupancy, or use of any housing accommodations, including the sale of fire, 

extended coverage, or homeowners insurance, because the person is in a Protected 
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Class, or because of the composition, in terms of Protected Class, of the 

neighborhood in which the housing accommodations are located;  

 

5. Discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of any loan of money, 

whether or not secured by a mortgage or otherwise, for the acquisition, 

construction, rehabilitation, repair, or maintenance of housing accommodations 

because of a person being in a Protected Class, or because of the composition, in 

terms of Protected Class, of the neighborhood in which the housing 

accommodations are located;  

 

6. Refuse to consider without prejudice the combined income of both lawfully 

married spouses for the purpose of extending mortgage credit to a married couple 

or either member of a married couple;  

 

7. Except as otherwise provided in this section, make any inquiry, elicit any 

information, or use any form of an application containing questions or entries 

concerning a person’s Protected Class status in connection with the sale or lease 

of any housing accommodations or the loan of any money, whether or not secured 

by a mortgage or otherwise, for the acquisition, construction, rehabilitation, repair, 

or maintenance of housing accommodations.  

 

8. Include in any deed, land contract, transfer, rental, or lease of housing 

accommodations any discriminatory restrictive covenant, or honor or exercise, or 

attempt to honor or exercise, any discriminatory restrictive covenant;  

 

9. Induce or solicit, or attempt to induce or solicit, a housing accommodations listing, 

sale, or transaction by representing that a change has occurred or may occur with 

respect to the Protected Class composition of the block, neighborhood, or another 

area in which the housing accommodations are located, or induce or solicit, or 

attempt to induce or solicit, a housing accommodations listing, sale, or transaction 

by representing that the presence or anticipated presence of persons of any 

Protected Class in the block, neighborhood, or another area will or may have 

results including, but not limited to, the following:  

 

a. The lowering of property values;  

b. A change in the composition, in terms of a Protected Class, of the block, 

neighborhood, or other area;  

c. An increase in criminal or antisocial behavior in the block, neighborhood, or 

other area;  

d. A decline in the quality of the schools serving the block, neighborhood, or 

other area.  
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10. Discourage or attempt to discourage the purchase by a prospective purchaser of 

housing accommodations, by representing that any block, neighborhood, or other 

area has undergone or might undergo a change in composition with respect to a 

Protected Class; 

 

11. Deny any person access to or membership or participation in any multiple-listing 

service, real estate brokers’ organization, or other service, organization, or facility 

relating to the business of selling or renting housing accommodations, or 

discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of that access, 

membership, or participation, because of a person being in a Protected Class;  

 

12. For any person to discriminate in any manner against any other person because 

that person has opposed any unlawful practice defined in this chapter, or because 

that person has made a charge, testified, assisted, or participated in any manner, in 

any investigation, proceeding, or hearing under the provisions of this chapter;  

 

13. Refuse to sell, transfer, assign, rent, lease, sublease, or finance, or otherwise deny 

or withhold, a burial lot from any person because of a person being in a Protected 

Class, or because of any prospective owner or user of the lot is in a Protected Class;  

 

14. Discriminate in the sale or rental of, or otherwise make unavailable or deny, 

housing accommodations to any buyer or renter because of the Protected Class 

status of the buyer or renter, or any person residing in or intending to reside in the 

housing accommodations after they are sold, rented, or made available; 

 

15. Discriminate in the terms, conditions, or privileges of the sale or rental of housing 

accommodations to any person or in the provision of services or facilities to any 

person in connection with the housing accommodations because of the Protected 

Class status of that person or any person residing in or intending to reside in the 

housing accommodations after they are sold, rented, or made available; 

 

16. Except as otherwise provided in this section, make an inquiry of an applicant to 

determine the Protected Class status of the applicant for the sale or rental of 

housing accommodations, or any person residing in or intending to reside in the 

housing accommodations after they are sold, rented, or made available. The 

following inquiries may be made of all applicants for the sale or rental of housing 

accommodations, regardless of the applicant’s Protected Class:  

 

a. An inquiry into an applicant’s ability to meet the requirements of ownership 

or tenancy;  

b. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant is qualified for housing 

accommodations available only to persons with disabilities or persons with 

a particular type of disability;  
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c. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant is qualified for a priority 

available to persons with disabilities or persons with a particular type of 

disability;  

d. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant currently uses a controlled 

substance in violation of section 2925.11 of the Ohio Revised Code or a 

substantively comparable municipal ordinance;  

e. An inquiry to determine whether an applicant at any time has been convicted 

of or pleaded guilty to any offense, an element of which is the illegal sale, 

offer to sell, cultivation, manufacture, other production, shipment, 

transportation, delivery, or other distribution of a controlled substance.  

 

17. Refuse to permit, at the expense of a person with a disability, reasonable 

modifications of existing housing accommodations that are occupied or to be 

occupied by the person with a disability, if the modifications may be necessary to 

afford the person with a disability full enjoyment of the housing accommodations. 

This division does not preclude a landlord of housing accommodations that are 

rented or to be rented to a disabled tenant from conditioning permission for a 

proposed modification upon the disabled tenant’s doing one or more of the 

following:  

 

a. Providing a reasonable description of the proposed modification and 

reasonable assurances that the proposed modification will be made in a 

work-like manner and that any required building permits will be obtained 

prior to the commencement of the proposed modification;  

b. Agreeing to restore at the end of the tenancy the interior of the housing 

accommodations to the condition they were in prior to the proposed 

modification, but subject to reasonable wear and tear during the period of 

occupancy, if it is reasonable for the landlord to condition permission for the 

proposed modification upon the agreement;  

c. Paying into an interest-bearing escrow account that is in the landlord’s name, 

over a reasonable period of time, a reasonable amount of money not to 

exceed the projected costs at the end of the tenancy of the restoration of the 

interior of the housing accommodations to the condition they were in prior 

to the proposed modification, but subject to reasonable wear and tear during 

the period of occupancy, if the landlord finds the account reasonably 

necessary to ensure the availability of funds for the restoration work. The 

interest earned in connection with an escrow account described in this 

division shall accrue to the benefit of the disabled tenant who makes 

payments into the account.  

 

18. Condition permission for a proposed modification of a dwelling unit upon a 

disabled tenant’s payment of a security deposit that exceeds the customarily 

required security deposit of all tenants of the particular housing accommodations.  
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19. Refuse to make reasonable accommodations in rules, policies, practices, or 

services when necessary to afford a person with a disability equal opportunity to 

use and enjoy a dwelling unit, including associated public and common use areas;  

 

20. Fail to comply with the standards and rules adopted under division (A) of section 

3781.111 of the Ohio Revised Code;  

 

21. Discriminate against any person in the selling, brokering, or appraising of real 

property because of the person being in a Protected Class;  

 

22. For any person to discriminate in any manner against any other person because 

that person has opposed any unlawful discriminatory practice defined in this 

section or because that person has made a charge, testified, assisted, or participated 

in any manner in any investigation, proceeding, or hearing under this chapter or 

sections 4112.01 to 4112.07 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 

23. For any person to knowingly aid or abet the doing of any act declared by this 

section to be an unlawful discriminatory practice, to knowingly obstruct or prevent 

any person from complying with this chapter or any order issued under it, or to 

knowingly attempt directly or indirectly to commit any act declared by this section 

to be an unlawful discriminatory practice.  

 

B. Nothing in this chapter shall bar any bona fide private or fraternal organization that, 

incidental to its primary purpose, owns or operates lodgings for other than a commercial 

purpose, from limiting the rental or occupancy of the lodgings to its members or from 

giving preference to its members. 

 

C. Nothing in this chapter limits the applicability of any reasonable local, state, or federal 

restrictions regarding the maximum number of occupants permitted to occupy housing 

accommodations.  

 

D. Nothing in this chapter prohibits the owners or managers of housing accommodations from 

implementing reasonable occupancy standards based on the number and size of sleeping 

areas or bedrooms and the overall size of a dwelling unit, provided that the standards are 

not implemented to circumvent the purposes of this chapter and are formulated, 

implemented, and interpreted in a manner consistent with this chapter and any applicable 

local, state, or federal restrictions regarding the maximum number of occupants permitted 

to occupy housing accommodations.  

 

E. Nothing in this chapter requires that housing accommodations be made available to an 

individual whose tenancy would constitute a direct threat to the health or safety of other 
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individuals or whose tenancy would result in substantial physical damage to the property 

of others.  

 

F. Nothing in this chapter pertaining to unlawful discriminatory housing practice shall be 

construed to apply to “housing for older persons” as defined and provided in section 42 

U.S.C. 3607 (b)(2), as amended.   

 

G. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any person selling or renting property 

to modify the property in any way or to exercise a higher degree of care for a person with 

a disability, to relieve any person with a disability of any obligation generally imposed on 

all persons regardless of disability in a written lease, rental agreement, or contract of 

purchase or sale, or to forbid distinctions based on the inability to fulfill the terms and 

conditions, including financial obligations, of the lease, agreement, or contract.  

 

H. Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful discrimination in housing 

accommodations.  

 

503.09 Unlawful discriminatory practices in public accommodations.  

It shall be an unlawful discriminatory practice:  

A. For any owner, operator, or manager of a place of public accommodation to deny to any 

person or permit any employee to deny to any person, except for reasons applicable alike 

to all persons regardless of them being in a Protected Class, the full enjoyment of the 

accommodations, advantages, facilities, or privileges of the place of public 

accommodation; or 

 

B. For any owner, operator, or manager of a place of public accommodation to publish, 

circulate, issue, display, post or mail, either directly or indirectly, any printed or written 

communication, notice or advertisement to the effect that any of the accommodations, 

advantages, facilities, goods, products, services, and privileges of any such place shall be 

refused, withheld or denied to any person on account of that person being in a Protected 

Class, or that such person is unwelcome, objectionable, or not acceptable, desired or 

solicited; or 

 

C. For any owner, operator, or manager of a place of public accommodation to deny to any 

individual with a disability the full enjoyment of the accommodations, advantages, 

facilities, or privileges of the place of public accommodation on the basis of such 

individual’s use of a service animal, provided:  

 

1. The disabled individual using the service animal may be prohibited from having 

the service animal present in the place of public accommodation if the animal is 

out of control, as provided by 28 CFR 35.136(d), and the animal's handler does not 

take effective action to control it.  
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2. If it is not readily apparent what service a service animal provides, the owner, 

operator, manager, or an employee of a place of public accommodation may 

inquire whether the service animal is required because of the disabled person’s 

disability, provided an inquiry may not be made as to disabled person’s disability 

or the disabled person’s medical condition or requirements.  

 

3. The owner, operator, manager, or employees of a place of public accommodation 

are not required to provide care or food for the service animal.  

 

D. No person shall aid, abet, or participate in the doing of any act declared to be an unlawful 

discriminatory practice under this section.  

 

E. Unless otherwise prohibited by law, nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 

any person from offering senior citizen price discounts or other privileges exclusively for 

the benefit of senior citizens.  

 

F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the modification of existing facilities 

or the construction of new or additional facilities.  

 

G. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a religious or denominational institution, 

organization, society or association or any nonprofit charitable or educational organization 

that is operated, supervised or controlled by or in connection with a religious organization, 

from limiting its offerings of goods, services, facilities, and accommodations to a person 

of the same religion, or from giving preference to such persons, provided that such 

offerings mentioned are not offered for commercial purposes or supported by public funds. 

 

H. Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful discrimination in public 

accommodations.  

 

503.11 Complaint procedure.  

A. Filing of the complaint. 

  

1. An aggrieved person, complainant, may file with the Reynoldsburg Clerk of 

Council a written complaint sworn under oath which specifies the facts and 

circumstances, including the location, date(s), and time(s), of alleged unlawful 

discriminatory act(s) or practices that did or are occurring within the City limits 

and which identifies the person who committed or continues to commit the alleged 

unlawful discriminatory act(s) or practices.  

 

2. If the charge of discrimination alleges a violation based on race, sex, ethnicity, 

national origin, religion, age, disability, military status, and/or any other class 
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protected under state or federal law, then the Clerk of Council shall instruct the 

complainant to file a charge of discrimination with the Ohio Civil Rights 

Commission(OCRC)/Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC). The 

Clerk of Council shall provide the complainant with the information about this 

requirement and contact information for the OCRC/EEOC within ten (10) days 

from the date the charge was filed with the Clerk.  

 

3. Concurrent with the filing of the complaint, the complainant shall provide to the 

Clerk of Council in writing the complainant’s mailing address, telephone number, 

if any, and email address, if any.  

 

4. The complaint shall not be accepted by the Clerk of Council if any of the following 

apply: 

 

a. The complaint is presented to the Clerk of Council more than 180 days 

following the most recent unlawful discriminatory act alleged in the 

complaint;  

b. No incident location provided in the complaint is within the City of 

Reynoldsburg; 

c. The investigation of the complaint is required to be conducted pursuant to 

the terms of a collective bargaining agreement to which the City is a party;   

d. The complaint fails to include all the information required by (A)(1) of this 

section; 

e. The complainant fails to concurrently provide writing that includes the 

information required in (A)(2) of this section.   

 

4. Upon receiving a complaint of an alleged unlawful discriminatory act, the Clerk 

of Council shall immediately date stamp the complaint and: 

 

a. Forward a copy thereof to the City Attorney; and  

b. Mail by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, certified copies 

of the complaint to the Respondent. 

 

5. The Clerk of Council shall retain the original date-stamped complaint and shall 

open and maintain a file on the matter during the pendency of any actions related 

to the complaint and for so long thereafter as is necessary to comply with the City’s 

Records Retention Schedule.  

 

B. Investigation by City Attorney 

 

1. Upon receipt of the Complaint, the City Attorney or a designee of the City Attorney 

shall investigate the Complaint to determine if probable causes exist to believe a 

violation of this Chapter has occurred.  
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2. As part of said investigation, the City Attorney shall be permitted to issue an 

administrative subpoena for documents pursuant to Section 501.15 of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Reynoldsburg.  

 

3. If the City Attorney determines the most recent of the unlawful discriminatory acts 

alleged in the complaint occurred more than 180 days before the date the complaint 

was filed with the Clerk of Council or that none of the alleged acts occurred within 

the City of Reynoldsburg, the City Attorney shall have no authority to investigate 

or take further actions except to return the complaint to the Clerk of Council with 

written notice to the Clerk of Council that the Complaint is outside the authority of 

the City Attorney.  

 

4. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the City Attorney shall be authorized 

to mediate complaints, issue findings of fact and conclusions of law, issue cease 

and desist orders, and issue a formal recommendation.  

 

5. If the City Attorney finds, after investigation, that there is probable cause to 

determine that the Respondent has committed an act of unlawful discrimination 

under this Chapter, the City Attorney shall file and forward the Complaint with the 

Reynoldsburg Clerk of Council with a recommendation to refer the Complaint to a 

Hearing Officer.  

 

6. If the City Attorney finds, after investigation, that there is insufficient evidence to 

establish probable cause that Respondent has committed an act of unlawful 

discrimination under this Chapter, the City Attorney shall dismiss the Complaint 

and mail notice of dismissal to the Complainant and the Respondent by certified 

mail, return receipt requested. 

 

C. Hearing Officer 

 

1. Upon receipt of the recommendation of the City Attorney that probable cause exists 

to determine the Respondent has committed an act of unlawful discrimination under 

this Chapter, the Clerk of Council shall forward the recommendation to the Mayor. 

 

2. The Mayor shall, upon receipt of the recommendation from the City Attorney, 

appoint a Hearing Officer who shall be an attorney licensed to practice law in the 

State of Ohio.  

 

3. If a Hearing Officer is appointed, the Hearing Officer shall conduct an 

administrative hearing. In the hearing, the Hearing Officer shall take testimony and 

considering evidence presented by and on behalf of the Complainant and the 

Respondent respectively. After the hearing is concluded, the Hearing Officer shall 
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issue findings of fact and conclusions of law, and if the Hearing Officer, in the 

Hearing Officer’s sole discretion, deems it appropriate, the Hearing Officer may 

issue orders and impose sanctions provided in this Chapter.  

 

4. If the Hearing Officer determines that the respondent is engaged in an unlawful 

discriminatory act or practice under this chapter, the final decision of the Hearing 

Officer may include the issuance to the Respondent of orders to cease and desist 

the unlawful discriminatory acts or practices. Any orders to cease and desist shall 

specify a time period for the Respondent’s compliance. 

 

5. If the Hearing Officer determines that the Respondent did engage in, or continues 

to engage in, an unlawful discriminatory act or practice under this chapter, the final 

decision of the Hearing Officer may include the imposition upon the Respondent 

of the following: 

 

a. Reasonable costs of the administrative hearing provided the cost of the 

Hearing Officer’s services shall not be assessed against the Respondent.  

b. Reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Complainant.  

c. The imposition of a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed one thousand 

dollars ($1,000.00); or two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) if the 

Respondent has committed a violation of this Chapter during the five-year 

period preceding the date on which the Complaint was filed.  

 

6. The final decision of the Hearing Officer may not include any orders for 

reinstatement of employment, a refund of monies paid, other mitigation of 

damages, or any other orders for corrections or sanctions, except as provided in 

this section.  

 

7. The final decision of the Hearing Officer may be appealed pursuant to the 

provisions of Chapter 2505 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 

8. The final decision issued by the Hearing Officer shall be in a writing served by 

ordinary United States Mail on the Respondent and the Complainant. The 

documents shall be deemed received and properly served upon the respondent five 

days following the mailing thereof. Copies of the final decision shall also be sent 

to the Clerk of Council and the City Attorney.  
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503.13  Complaints Alleging Unlawful Discriminatory Practices by the City of 

Reynoldsburg 

If a Complaint is filed with the Clerk of Council alleging that the City or one of its boards, 

commissions, departments, divisions, officials, or employees has engaged or is engaging in an 

unlawful discriminatory practice as defined by this Chapter, the following procedures shall apply: 

A. Upon receipt of the Complaint pursuant to Section 503.06(A)(4)(a), the City Attorney 

shall forward a copy of the Complaint to City Council. 

 

B. City Council may appoint a special counsel to conduct a preliminary investigation instead 

of the City Attorney 

 

C. The City Council may appoint a Hearing Officer to conduct a determination instead of 

the Mayor appointing the Hearing Officer. 

 

503.15  Failure to comply with a subpoena.  

No person shall fail to comply with a subpoena issued by the City Attorney or the Hearing Officer. 

Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to comply with a subpoena, a misdemeanor of the 

fourth degree.  

 

503.17 Failure to comply with an order of the Hearing Officer.  

No person shall fail to comply with any portion of an order issued by the Hearing Officer within 

thirty days following service of the order or such period of time as the order provides, whichever 

is greater. Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to comply with an order of the Hearing 

Officer, a misdemeanor of the first degree.  

 

503.19 Failure to pay financial sanctions imposed by the Hearing Officer. 

 If a civil penalty or costs or both are imposed by the Hearing Officer on the Respondent, and any 

portion thereof remains unpaid thirty days following service of the order or following the 

expiration of the time period designated by the Hearing Officer, the City may institute civil 

enforcement proceedings against the Respondent. 

 

503.21 Ethnic Intimidation 

A. No person shall violate Sections 2903.13, 2903.21, 2903, 22, 2907.06, 2911.06, 2911.07, 

2911.21, 2911.211, 2913.02, 2913.04, 2917.11, 2917.12, 2917.21(A)(3) through (A)(5) of 

the Ohio Revised Code by reason of or where one of the motives is the victim’s race, sex, 

sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, ethnicity, religion, national origin, 

disability, or military status.  
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B. In a prosecution under this section, the offenders’ motive, reason, or purpose may be shown 

by the offender’s temporarily related conduct or statements before, during or after the 

offense, including ethnic, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, religious or 

racial slurs, and by the totality of the facts, circumstances and conduct surrounding the 

offense. 

 

C. Whoever violates this Section is guilty of Ethnic Intimidation, a misdemeanor of the first 

degree. If the underlying offense, as a necessary element of Ethnic Intimidation, is a 

misdemeanor of the first degree, there shall be a minimum mandatory jail sentence of at 

least ten (10) days.  

 

503.23 Severability 

Should any section, clause, or paragraph of this chapter be declared invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the validity of the Chapter as a whole or any part thereof 

other than the part declared invalid. 
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City Auditor's Office 
Stephen Cicak 

7232 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614/322-6858 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:  Finance and Administration Committee 

    RE: Adoption of the 2021 Tax Budget 

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Joe Begeny 

Skipped 

Chris Shook 

Skipped 

Stephen Cicak 

 

Emergency/Suspension: Emergency 

Reason For Emergency: Financial needs of the City's government 

Reason For Emergency: Financial needs of the City of Reynoldsburg 

Requesting three readings with a public hearing on 6/22/2020  

Emergency adoption requested upon third reading.  

 

Per ORC, this must pass and be effective before July 20, 2020 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TAX BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG OHIO, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 2021, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 

WHEREAS, the tax budget of the City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio for the fiscal year 2021 has been 

presented to the City Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, said tax budget has been made conveniently available to public inspection for at 

least ten (10) days by having at least two (2) copies thereof on file with the Clerk of Council; and 
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Stephen Cicak 

7232 E. Main Street 
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614/322-6858 Phone 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has held a Public Hearing on said tax budget of which public notice 

was given by publication not less than ten (10) days previous to the date thereof; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the said tax budget of the City of Reynoldsburg, State of Ohio, for the fiscal 

year beginning January 1, 2021 and ending December 31, 2021, is hereby adopted and approved, 

and that taxes are levied upon the real and personal property within the City of Reynoldsburg as 

returned upon the tax duplicate and should be collected for municipal purposes for the fiscal year 

2021 as required by said tax budget. 

 

SECTION 2.  That the Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to send a certified copy of 

this Resolution to the Auditors of Franklin, Licking, and Fairfield Counties of the State of Ohio. 

 

SECTION 3.  That this resolution is deemed to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

expedient financial operation of the city and further for the reason that the official tax budget of 

the city must be filed with the County Auditor by July 20, 2020; wherefore upon adoption by 

Council, this resolution shall be in effect immediately upon signature by the Mayor. 
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City Attorney's Office 
Chris Shook 

7232 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

6143226869 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2020 

TO:  Public Service and Transportation Committee 

    RE: Update of Solicitor Permit Code 

 

Approval: 

Skipped 

Joe Begeny 

Completed 

Chris Shook 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

This legislation rewrites our Solicitor ordinance to comply with federal constitutional 

considerations and to provide for the criminal offense of trespass for Solicitors who ignore 

proper "No Soliciting" signs.  

 

****Amended language 

The significant changes are as follows: 

 

1. Section 741.06(F) contains a structured fee schedule  

2. Section 741.07(B) now exempts charitable organizations from complying with the Notice 

prohibition. The purpose here really is to avoid having to make the difficult decision later 

on whether to actually prosecute a student for violating this notice when soliciting for 

charitable donations. With time to reflect, I just do not think we want to go there.  

3. Section 741.06(L) requires the Division of Police to prepare and maintain a List of 

Solicitors who have active permits in the City and make such list available upon request.  

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 741 OF THE 

REYNOLDSBURG CODIFIED ORDINANCE ON SOLICITORS 

 

13.a

Packet Pg. 229



City Attorney's Office 
Chris Shook 
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Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

6143226869 Phone 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio, has determined that it is necessary 

to update Chapter 741 Solicitors. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE; BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO, that: 

 

SECTION 1.  That Chapter 741 shall be repealed and replaced to the Reynoldsburg Code of 

Ordinances to require registration of solicitors in the City of Reynoldsburg be and is hereby 

attached as Exhibit A. 

 

SECTION 2.  That upon adoption by Council, this Ordinance shall be in effect thirty days 

following the signature of the Mayor. 

 

 

§741.01 Intent 

 

The City of Reynoldsburg finds that persons and organizations have been visiting and continue 

to visit private residential properties for purposes of soliciting or for the peddling of goods, 

wares, merchandise or services. Some residents find these activities to be intrusive upon their 

privacy. The City Council further finds that a variety of misrepresentations and other frauds are 

or could be employed in such activities. As such, the City Council wishes to enact this Chapter 

for the purposes of protecting the privacy of residents and minimizing fraudulent practices by 

persons representing themselves as peddlers, solicitors or canvassers. 

 

 

§741.02 Definitions 

 

As used in this Chapter, the words and terms below shall have the following meanings 

respectively prescribed to them in this Chapter: 
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City Attorney's Office 
Chris Shook 

7232 E. Main Street 
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6143226869 Phone 

 

 

A. “Solicitor” shall include any person or organization that sells, offers for sale, or solicits 

orders for any goods, property, merchandise, periodicals, or services by going from door 

to door within the City. 

 

B. “Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association, 

joint stock company, or any combination of them, and includes any trustee, member, 

receiver, assignee, agent or other representative thereof 

 

C. “Residence” means every separate living unit occupied for residential purposes by one or 

more persons, contained within any type of building or structure. 

 

 

 

§741.03 Notice Prohibiting Solicitation 

 

A. An owner or occupant of any residence or place of business located within the City may 

refuse to receive any uninvited solicitors by displaying a weatherproof card, decal or sign 

not less than three (3”) inches by four (4”) inches in size nor more than one (1’) square 

foot in total surface area upon or near the main entrance door to the residence or place of 

business, indicating such determination by the owner or occupant, containing the 

language "No Soliciting per Rey. Ord. 741.02", with letters at least one-third (1/3”) 

inch in height.  

 

B. Any such sign which complies with the requirements of this section shall be exempt from 

any additional or different requirements contained in the provisions of Section 1105.03 of 

the Codified Ordinances. 

 

C. The Service Department of the City of Reynoldsburg shall design and provide decals that 

comply with the requirements of this Section with a fee of five ($5.00) dollars or less per 

decal. Such decals may be of varying color.  
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D. An owner or occupant is not required to obtain or utilize the decals sold and/or provided 

by the Service Department of the City of Reynoldsburg and may create or purchase any 

decal which meets the requirements of Section 741.03(A).  

 

 

§741.04 Solicitation in Violation of Notice 

 

A. No Solicitor, acting in such capacity, shall go upon any premises and ring the doorbell 

upon or near any door, or rap or knock upon any door, or create any sound in any other 

manner calculated to attract the attention of any occupant of such premises for the 

purpose of securing an audience with the occupant thereof if there is displayed at the 

premises a notice in accordance with the provisions of Section 741.02.  

 

B. Whoever violates this Section shall be in violation of Reynoldsburg Codified Ordinance 

541.05(a)(1) for Criminal Trespass, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.. 

 

 

§741.05 Time Limit on Solicitation 

 

It is unlawful and shall constitute the offense of criminal trespass for any Solicitor to go upon 

any premises and ring the doorbell upon or near any door of a residence located thereon, or rap 

or knock upon any door, or create any sound in any manner calculated to attract the attention of 

any occupant of such residence, for the purpose of securing an audience with the occupant(s) 

thereof during the following times:  

 

1. Before 9:00 a.m. and 

2. After 9:00 p.m. or 30 minutes prior to sunset, whichever is earlier.  
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City Attorney's Office 
Chris Shook 

7232 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

6143226869 Phone 

 

 

§741.06 Permit Required 

 

A. No person shall act as a Solicitor in the City without first having registered as such with 

the Division of Police.  

 

B. The Chief of Police or his designee shall issue a registration permit to each applicant and 

such permit shall be carried on the person of the registrant at all times when engaged in 

such solicitation and shown on request of any police officer or any person of whom a 

request for contribution or offer to sell is made.  

 

C. Application for a Solicitor permit shall be made upon a form promulgated jointly by the 

Division of Police and the City Attorney. Each application shall contain: 

 

1. The name, address and the telephone number of the person completing the 

application; 

  

2. The name of the entity for which the person or organization intends to sell, offer for 

sale, or solicit orders, or the name of the cause for which the person intends to solicit 

contributions.   

 

D. Each applicant shall provide to the Division of Police evidence of personal identification 

in the form of any of the following: 

 

1. Valid drivers’ license; 

 

2. Certified copy of a birth certificate; 

 

3. Valid United States passport; 
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4. An official organization photo containing the following information: name, address, 

and telephone of the organization and the individual’s name, address, and social 

security number; 

 

5. Current State of Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles identification card.  

 

E. Each applicant shall provide the Division of Police evidence of organizational 

identification in the form of any of the following; 

 

1. Vendor’s license; 

 

2. I.R.S. identification number; 

 

3. Corporation identification number; 

 

4. Any other identification acceptable to the Division of Police.  

 

F. Each applicant shall pay an administrative fee to the Division of Police with checks or 

money orders made out to the “City of Reynoldsburg” and such fees shall be in 

accordance with the below fee schedule: 

 

1. For a permit with a duration of fourteen (14) calendar days, the fee shall be twenty-

five dollars ($25.00). 

 

2. For a permit with a duration of thirty (30) calendar days, the fee shall be thirty-five 

dollars ($35.00). 
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3. For a permit with a duration of six (6) months, the fee shall be seventy-five dollars 

($75.00). 

 

4. For a permit with an expiration date of December 31 of the calendar year in which the 

permit is issued, the fee shall be one-hundred dollars ($100.00).  

 

 

G. Background Investigation Required. All engaged in solicitation activities within the City 

operating under the provisions of a permit issued pursuant to this section must provide 

results of a background investigation completed within 30 days of the date of application. 

The requestor of a permit must provide copies of all background investigation results of 

each member of the group or employee at time of application. The only accepted form of 

background investigation is a completed Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Ohio 

Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation (BCI) Webcheck® otherwise known 

as a BFBI check. 

 

H. Within five (5) days after receipt of the completed application and background check, the 

Division of Police shall issue solicitation permits to the applicant, unless: 

 

1. The applicant has provided false, misleading or deceptive information in the 

application; and/or 

 

2. The applicant, or any solicitor named on the application, has been convicted of a 

felony 

violation within his/her lifetime, or misdemeanor violation involving fraud or moral 

turpitude within the past five years. 

 

I. Once issued, a permit may be used only in conformity with the laws of the City and the 

State of Ohio; it may not be assigned or transferred; it must be carried by the licensee at 

all times; and it may be revoked or suspended by the Division of Police for any of the 

following causes: 
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1. The licensee or person preparing the application on behalf of the licensee provided 

false, misleading or deceptive information in the license application. 

 

2. The licensee charged or convicted of a felony or of misdemeanor involving fraud or 

moral turpitude.  

 

3. The licensee violates any provision of this Chapter or solicits in an unlawful manner. 

 

J. In the event a license application is not approved or in the event any license issued 

pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter is revoked, written notice shall be given to the 

applicant or licensee by regular U.S. mail service at the address provided on the 

application. 

 

K. The applicant may appeal the denial/revocation of a permit to City Council by submitting 

a notice of appeal to the Clerk of City Council within thirty (30) days of the denial or 

revocation and City Council will set a hearing on the appeal within thirty (30) days of 

receipt of the notice of appeal. 

 

L.  The Division of Police shall prepare and maintain a List of Solicitors that is made 

available to the public upon request. This List shall include the name of any active permit 

holder, the name of the entity for which the permit holder intends to sell, and the 

expiration date of the permit.  

 

 

§741.07 Activities exempt from permit; Waiver of permit fee 

 

A. Persons engaging in the following activities do not need a permit and are exempt from 

the requirements in Section 741.06: 
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1. Any person authorized to act on behalf of a non-profit organization whose 

primary objective is to support school-related activities and youth programs 

such as, but not limited to, youth sports, music, arts, and scouting-related 

activities.  

 

2. Any person seeking to influence the personal belief of the occupant of any 

residence or business in regard to any political or religious matter;  

 

B. Those persons who are exempt under this section are still required to comply with the 

requirements set forth in Section 741.05. 

 

C. The permit fee may be waived if the applicant is a charitable organization. As used in this 

section, “charitable organization” means an organization that has received from the 

Internal Revenue Service a currently valid ruling or determination letter recognizing tax-

exempt status of the organization pursuant to Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3).  

 

D. If the application for a waiver is denied, the applicant may appeal the denial to City 

Council by submitting a notice of appeal to the Clerk of Council within thirty (30) days 

of the denial of the waiver and City Council will set a hearing on the appeal within thirty 

(30) days of the receipt of the notice of appeal.  

 

 

§741.08 Regulation of Painting House Numbers on Street Curbs 

 

A. All persons and/or companies which desire to conduct the business of painting street 

numbers within the corporate limits of the City shall have an FBI and BCI background 

check completed and apply to the Division of Police for a permit to paint house numbers 

on street curbs. 

 

B. All companies which apply for a permit to paint house numbers on street curbs shall pay 

an annual fee of $50.00.  
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§741.99 Penalty 

 

A. Whoever violates any provision of this chapter for which no penalty is otherwise 

provided is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

 

B. Whoever violates Section 741.05(A) is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree for 

the first offense and a misdemeanor of the third degree for any subsequent offense. 

 

C. Any person who provides false information in the registration described in Section 

741.05 is guilty of a 4th degree misdemeanor for the first offense and a misdemeanor of 

the third degree for any subsequent offense.  
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CHAPTER 741 

SOLICITORS 

 

§741.01 Intent 

 

The City of Reynoldsburg finds that persons and organizations have been visiting and continue to 

visit private residential properties for purposes of soliciting or for the peddling of goods, wares, 

merchandise or services. Some residents find these activities to be intrusive upon their privacy. 

The City Council further finds that a variety of misrepresentations and other frauds are or could 

be employed in such activities. As such, the City Council wishes to enact this Chapter for the 

purposes of protecting the privacy of residents and minimizing fraudulent practices by persons 

representing themselves as peddlers, solicitors or canvassers. 

 

 

§741.02 Definitions 

 

As used in this Chapter, the words and terms below shall have the following meanings respectively 

prescribed to them in this Chapter: 

 

A. “Solicitor” shall include any person or organization that sells, offers for sale, or solicits 

orders for any goods, property, merchandise, periodicals, or services by going from door 

to door within the City. 

 

B. “Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association, joint 

stock company, or any combination of them, and includes any trustee, member, receiver, 

assignee, agent or other representative thereof 

 

C. “Residence” means every separate living unit occupied for residential purposes by one or 

more persons, contained within any type of building or structure. 

 

 

§741.03 Notice Prohibiting Solicitation 
 

A. An owner or occupant of any residence or place of business located within the City may 

refuse to receive any uninvited solicitors by displaying a weatherproof card, decal or sign 

not less than three (3”) inches by four (4”) inches in size nor more than one (1’) square foot 

in total surface area upon or near the main entrance door to the residence or place of 

business, indicating such determination by the owner or occupant, containing the language 

"No Soliciting per Rey. Ord. 741.02", with letters at least one-third (1/3”) inch in height.  

 

B. Any such sign which complies with the requirements of this section shall be exempt from 

any additional or different requirements contained in the provisions of Section 1105.03 of 

the Codified Ordinances. 
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C. The Service Department of the City of Reynoldsburg shall design and provide decals that 

comply with the requirements of this Section with a fee of five ($5.00) dollars or less per 

decal. Such decals may be of varying color.  

 

D. An owner or occupant is not required to obtain or utilize the decals sold and/or provided by 

the Service Department of the City of Reynoldsburg and may create or purchase any decal 

which meets the requirements of Section 741.03(A).  

 

 

§741.04 Solicitation in Violation of Notice 

 

A. No Solicitor, acting in such capacity, shall go upon any premises and ring the doorbell 

upon or near any door, or rap or knock upon any door, or create any sound in any other 

manner calculated to attract the attention of any occupant of such premises for the purpose 

of securing an audience with the occupant thereof if there is displayed at the premises a 

notice in accordance with the provisions of Section 741.02.  

 

B. Whoever violates this Section shall be in violation of Reynoldsburg Codified Ordinance 

541.05(a)(1) for Criminal Trespass, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

 

 

§741.05 Time Limit on Solicitation 

 

It is unlawful and shall constitute the offense of criminal trespass for any Solicitor to go upon any 

premises and ring the doorbell upon or near any door of a residence located thereon, or rap or 

knock upon any door, or create any sound in any manner calculated to attract the attention of any 

occupant of such residence, for the purpose of securing an audience with the occupant(s) thereof 

during the following times:  

 

1. Before 9:00 a.m. and 

2. After 9:00 p.m. or 30 minutes prior to sunset, whichever is earlier.  

 

 

§741.06 Permit Required 

 

A. No person shall act as a Solicitor in the City without first having registered as such with 

the Division of Police.  

 

B. The Chief of Police or his designee shall issue a registration permit to each applicant and 

such permit shall be carried on the person of the registrant at all times when engaged in 

such solicitation and shown on request of any police officer or any person of whom a 

request for contribution or offer to sell is made.  

 

C. Application for a Solicitor permit shall be made upon a form promulgated jointly by the 

Division of Police and the City Attorney. Each application shall contain: 
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1. The name, address and the telephone number of the person completing the application; 

  

2. The name of the entity for which the person or organization intends to sell, offer for 

sale, or solicit orders, or the name of the cause for which the person intends to solicit 

contributions.   

 

D. Each applicant shall provide to the Division of Police evidence of personal identification 

in the form of any of the following: 

 

1. Valid drivers’ license; 

 

2. Certified copy of a birth certificate; 

 

3. Valid United States passport; 

 

4. An official organization photo containing the following information: name, address, 

and telephone of the organization and the individual’s name, address, and social 

security number; 

 

5. Current State of Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles identification card.  

 

E. Each applicant shall provide the Division of Police evidence of organizational 

identification in the form of any of the following; 

 

1. Vendor’s license; 

 

2. I.R.S. identification number; 

 

3. Corporation identification number; 

 

4. Any other identification acceptable to the Division of Police.  

 

F. Each applicant shall pay an administrative fee to the Division of Police with checks or 

money orders made out to the “City of Reynoldsburg” and such fees shall be in accordance 

with the below fee schedule: 

 

1. For a permit with a duration of fourteen (14) calendar days, the fee shall be twenty-five 

dollars ($25.00). 

 

2. For a permit with a duration of thirty (30) calendar days, the fee shall be thirty-five 

dollars ($35.00). 

 

3. For a permit with a duration of six (6) months, the fee shall be seventy-five dollars 

($75.00). 
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4. For a permit with an expiration date of December 31 of the calendar year in which the 

permit is issued, the fee shall be one-hundred dollars ($100.00).  

 

G. Background Investigation Required. All engaged in solicitation activities within the City 

operating under the provisions of a permit issued pursuant to this section must provide 

results of a background investigation completed within 30 days of the date of application. 

The requestor of a permit must provide copies of all background investigation results of 

each member of the group or employee at time of application. The only accepted form of 

background investigation is a completed Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Ohio 

Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation (BCI) Webcheck® otherwise known 

as a BFBI check. 

 

H. Within five (5) days after receipt of the completed application and background check, the 

Division of Police shall issue solicitation permits to the applicant, unless: 

 

1. The applicant has provided false, misleading or deceptive information in the 

application; and/or 

 

2. The applicant, or any solicitor named on the application, has been convicted of a felony 

violation within his/her lifetime, or misdemeanor violation involving fraud or moral 

turpitude within the past five years. 

 

I. Once issued, a permit may be used only in conformity with the laws of the City and the 

State of Ohio; it may not be assigned or transferred; it must be carried by the licensee at all 

times; and it may be revoked or suspended by the Division of Police for any of the 

following causes: 

 

1. The licensee or person preparing the application on behalf of the licensee provided 

false, misleading or deceptive information in the license application. 

 

2. The licensee charged or convicted of a felony or of misdemeanor involving fraud or 

moral turpitude.  

 

3. The licensee violates any provision of this Chapter or solicits in an unlawful manner. 

 

J. In the event a license application is not approved or in the event any license issued pursuant 

to the provisions of this Chapter is revoked, written notice shall be given to the applicant 

or licensee by regular U.S. mail service at the address provided on the application. 

 

K. The applicant may appeal the denial/revocation of a permit to City Council by submitting 

a notice of appeal to the Clerk of City Council within thirty (30) days of the denial or 

revocation and City Council will set a hearing on the appeal within thirty (30) days of 

receipt of the notice of appeal. 

 

L.  The Division of Police shall prepare and maintain a List of Solicitors that is made available 

to the public upon request. This List shall include the name of any active permit holder, the 
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name of the entity for which the permit holder intends to sell, and the expiration date of the 

permit.  

 

 

§741.07 Activities exempt from permit; Waiver of permit fee 

 

A. Persons engaging in the following activities do not need a permit and are exempt from the 

requirements in Section 741.06: 

 

1. Any person authorized to act on behalf of a non-profit organization whose 

primary objective is to support school-related activities and youth programs 

such as, but not limited to, youth sports, music, arts, and scouting-related 

activities.  

 

2. Any person seeking to influence the personal belief of the occupant of any 

residence or business in regard to any political or religious matter;  

 

B. Those persons who are exempt under this section are still required to comply with the 

requirements set forth in Section 741.05. 

 

C. The permit fee may be waived if the applicant is a charitable organization. As used in this 

section, “charitable organization” means an organization that has received from the Internal 

Revenue Service a currently valid ruling or determination letter recognizing tax-exempt 

status of the organization pursuant to Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3).  

 

D. If the application for a waiver is denied, the applicant may appeal the denial to City Council 

by submitting a notice of appeal to the Clerk of Council within thirty (30) days of the denial 

of the waiver and City Council will set a hearing on the appeal within thirty (30) days of 

the receipt of the notice of appeal.  

 

 

§741.08 Regulation of Painting House Numbers on Street Curbs 

 

A. All persons and/or companies which desire to conduct the business of painting street 

numbers within the corporate limits of the City shall have an FBI and BCI background 

check completed and apply to the Division of Police for a permit to paint house numbers 

on street curbs. 

 

B. All companies which apply for a permit to paint house numbers on street curbs shall pay 

an annual fee of $50.00.  
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§741.99 Penalty 

 

A. Whoever violates any provision of this chapter for which no penalty is otherwise provided 

is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

 

B. Whoever violates Section 741.05(A) is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree for 

the first offense and a misdemeanor of the third degree for any subsequent offense. 

 

C. Any person who provides false information in the registration described in Section 741.05 

is guilty of a 4th degree misdemeanor for the first offense and a misdemeanor of the third 

degree for any subsequent offense.  
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