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PUBLIC SAFETY, LAW AND COURTS COMMITTEE MEETING 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee – Committee Meeting – February 12, 2018 

4. NEW LEGISLATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO PURCHASE TWO (2) 

UNMARKED VEHICLES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY.  

5. LEGISLATION FOR EMERGENCY ADOPTION 

a. ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING  “Memorandum of Understanding - FRANKLIN 

COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE”; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. (First 

Reading 2/12/2018).  

6. LEGISLATION FOR SECOND READING 

a. ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE SIX (6) POLICE 

CRUISERS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE REYNOLDSBURG 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. (First Reading 2/12/2018).  

http://www.ci.reynoldsburg.oh.us/
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b. ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE FOUR (4) POLICE 

CRUISERS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE REYNOLDSBURG 

POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR. (First 

Reading 2/12/2018).  

 

c. ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT 

FROM THE CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST. (First Reading 2/12/2018).  

7. LEGISLATION FOR THIRD READING 

a. ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  Amending Section 505.01 DEFINITIONS of Chapter 

505 ANIMALS AND FOWL. (Second Reading 2/12/2018).  
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Chairman Marshall Spalding called the meeting to order at 8:34 PM 

 

PRESENT: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner, Joseph 

ABSENT:  

 

Approval of Agenda 

Agenda stands approved. 

Approval of Minutes 

a. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee – Committee Meeting – January 22, 2018 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 

NEW LEGISLATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

LIQUOR PERMIT REQUEST #2464010 EL BURRITO LOCO Y PUPUSERIA LLC 

Acting Chief Early:  Officer Danzy did once of our standard liquor investigations on this.  He 

concluded that he can find no reason based on Section 4303.292ab to deny the transfer of request. 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE SIX (6) POLICE CRUISERS AND 

RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE REYNOLDSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT. --- Spalding. 

Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 

Acting Chief Early:  We had originally put in the budget to get us six additional cruisers.  Five of our 

cruisers at the time are the Crown Vics, they're very high mileage, they're really maintenance hefty, 

and one of those is the transport van.  It really leaves us about 12 on any fully staffed day at the PD 

between having our full day shift officers, two sergeants, our commuter resource bureau, the officers 

on special duty, and any officers going to and from court.  We really need about 18 cruisers.  That 

would kind of brought us up to that point.  Since we had put in the original request one of those high 

mileage cruisers was gone.  The engine is done and one of our other cruisers was in an accident and 

it was recently, just within the last week, totaled out by the insurance company.  We had put in a 

legislative request to see if we could use some of the money from the cruiser rentals that we get from 

The Limited to buy an additional four cruisers to give us enough to really get things up in running so 

we can get guys out of the station and out on the street.   

 

Ms. Bryant:  Can you tell me how many cruisers that we have in the fleet at the moment? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  We currently have, minus the two that were, the one that was totaled and the 

one we took out recently because of the engine, that would leave us with 17. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Ok.  So, 17 cruisers? 
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Acting Chief Early:  Correct. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  And then how many transport vans? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  The transport van would be one of those 17 and then there's an additional four 

cruisers that are the old Crown Vics, the high mileage ones.  Typically, we use them out at The 

Limited complex.  Those are the ones that bring in the rental fees.  One of them is around 150,000 

miles and they've become a maintenance nightmare.  They're not really dependable.  

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/12/2018 7:34 PM 

MOVER: Marshall Spalding, Chairman 

SECONDER: Caleb Skinner, Ward 1 Councilmember 

AYES: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE FOUR (4) POLICE CRUISERS AND 

RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE REYNOLDSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND 

APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR. --- Spalding. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 

Mr. Spalding:  *inaudible 

 

Acting Chief Early:  I kind of combined those.  We initially asked for those six.  We're down two 

more.  If we get another four that should get us to a point where we can fully staff our day shift 

times.  Meet our needs.  Cruisers we might need for traffic details for the specialty jobs and for our 

commuter resource bureau.   

 

Ms. Bryant:  So, if we get the 10 cruisers that you're asking for where would that put us? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  Well, we're probably going to have to look... there's no immediate relief to any 

of this.  If we approve this and everything we're usually looking at anywhere from 9 to 10 months by 

the time the cruisers are ordered, arrived, they're up fitted and serviced and I would foresee at that 

point in time at least three more of those four Crown Victoria's are going to be done.  We did get 

The Limited; they actually bought us a cruiser.  It's not ours, it's theirs, and it will be ours in three 

years.  It's fully used up at The Limited, so that will give us some relief because one of the vehicles 

that we are currently using it will be stored there and then after three years it will get rotated and 

become our fleet.  It's our hope that they'll do that again for us as we continue that specialty job with 

them.   

 

Ms. Bryant:  So, in a perfect world, what would you be needing in terms of to be functional as a fleet 

force? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  In a perfect world we would have 18 cruisers that all the technology works, 

they run, they're up and ready to go every day. 

 

Mr. Clemens:  *inaudible 
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Acting Chief Early:  Yes sir, the ones that we purchased from this point forward.  They don't make 

the Crown Victoria anymore.  The only one they actually make is the Ford Explorer, which is an 

SUV type and the cost that we have for that would be for the additional four would be the same.  

That's the State bid price.  There is a certain amount of equipment that we can repurpose, especially 

with the 800 megahertz radios and the marks system.  There's certain things that we are going to 

have to buy.   

 

Mr. Clemens:  *inaudible 

 

Acting Chief Early:  Yes sir, I believe that's correct. 

 

Mr. Clemens:  *inaudible 

 

Mayor McCloud:  There's two different funding sources that's why we broke them up that way. 

 

Unknown:  *inaudible 

 

Acting Chief Early:  Yes sir, that's something I did neglect to mention.  In addition to the 12 officers 

that we do want to, our plan was to bring on at least five more this year and bring our full strength 

officers up to around 60. 

 

Mr. Joseph:  Just to clarify, once we've purchased these cruisers that's all we will need once we have 

increased our police strength to 60 officers? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  That is correct. 

 

Mr. Baker:  And these cruisers that we're purchasing, these are full efficient cruisers, correct? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  That's a really good question.  I don't... 

 

Mr. Baker:  If they're not brand new I'd like them for them to be full efficient and save the 

department extra money. 

 

Acting Chief Early:  We're very limited by what we can get.  The only one that really makes any 

type of cruiser package like this is the Ford or the Dodges.  I don't know if you've seen the Dodges 

with the osp drives.  They're not very much more full efficient than then SUV's and they lack a lot of 

room for technology and equipment, so we felt the smart move for us would be to go with SUV's 

and that's what most of the suburban agencies in the Franklin County area are in. 

 

Mr. Baker:  I mean, I understand that, but even some of the suburban’s are kind of fuel efficient 

now.   

 

Mr. Joseph:  Isn't true that most of our cruisers do a lot of idle time?  Is that correct? 
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Acting Chief Early:  Yes sir. 

 

Mr. Joseph:  And so, idle mode you're not going to see a big difference in fuel efficiency whenever 

you have a vehicle idling.  I thought I'd just point that out. 

 

Unknown:  *inaudible 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Can you clarify the two funding sources on the vehicles and why they are separated? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  The six that we did originally were with our annual budget request and then 

obviously as we got closer to that rather than come back and ask you for 10 cruisers we thought well, 

there's essentially about $370,000 that's been raised from the rental fees from the two cruisers at The 

Limited which are part of the maintenance problems and we thought we'd ask you even though that 

money is in the general fund could we get that back out and buy the additional one's to get us back 

up to where we need to be so we can be up and running. 

 

Mr. Joseph:  Traditionally we have *inaudible out cruisers every year or two due to just the age.  As 

we look forward to the next couple years how many cruisers are we looking at continuing to trade 

out maybe over the next year or two?  Do you know that?  Not counting what we're doing this year, 

but as far as getting into the next year or two.  What are we looking at as far as continuing to trade 

vehicles out? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  Three of the oldest cruisers we have, two are 2011's and one's a 2010 and like I 

said, they have anywhere between 130,000 and 150,000 miles.  I'm factoring in the fact that those 

aren't going to make it much longer and by the time we have these upfitted and in our fleet and ready 

to go I think the mechanics will gladly see that we can get rid of these and either trade them or sell 

them.   

 

Mr. Joseph:  How many was that again? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  At least three of those.  Three to four.  We lost one where the engine died last 

week. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/12/2018 7:34 PM 

MOVER: Marshall Spalding, Chairman 

SECONDER: Kristin Bryant, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING  “MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING - FRANKLIN 

COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE”; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. --- Spalding. Public 

Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 

Acting Chief Early:  We are declaring it as an emergency.  Not because we need any money or 

funding to do this, but we have an opportunity with the Franklin County Drug Task Force to put one 

of our detectives on there.  They require a memorandum of understanding.  There are some things 
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that we'll get from it.  In the long run they will reimburse some of our overtime for that detective.  

They're going to provide training outside of here with credibility that we could never hope to get and 

then possibly a vehicle somewhere down the road and *inaudible money.  There's certainly 

incentives, but not a reason to do it.  Our main reason is we want to get our narcotics program here 

up and running again based on everything that happened and this is probably the best opportunity 

and the best equipped and best trained people to do that for us. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  You mentioned that there would be one person from the department that would 

participate? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  Yes, we'll have one of our detectives that will be the task force member and 

they'll be fully assigned to that task force and then we've recently posted for a second detective spot 

to have someone that's going to work narcotics just locally and then they'll obviously be able to work 

in conjunction with each other as well. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/12/2018 7:34 PM 

MOVER: Marshall Spalding, Chairman 

SECONDER: Stacie Baker, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT FROM THE 

CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST. --- Spalding. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/12/2018 7:34 PM 

MOVER: Marshall Spalding, Chairman 

SECONDER: Kristin Bryant, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 

LEGISLATION FOR SECOND READING 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  AMENDING SECTION 505.01 DEFINITIONS OF CHAPTER 

505 ANIMALS AND FOWL. --- Spalding. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 

Bruce Sowell:  2100 Brice Road, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068.  I'll get right to the point; pit bull 

attacks change lives and sometimes end them.  Despite the constant parade of pit bull attack news 

stories pit bull advocates continue their assault on home rule rights of cities with banner or other 

forms of BSL.  Communities in Ohio have home rule rights to regulate the dogs for purpose of 

public safety.  This has been ruled constitutional by the Ohio Supreme Court twice.  Federal District 

Courts and Supreme Courts have affirmed that the constitutionality in 2008 when they refused to 

hear an appeal on Toledo vs. Tellings.  A recent appellant court ruling has been promoted as 

declaring BSL unconstitutional in the State.  While the west side is run by the Ohio Supreme Court, 

the ruling is an appellant court ruling and you can look that up.  This ruling is very likely to be 

challenged.  One Ohio community is already considering this.  Current Ohio laws expect it to be 

revised.  Bills have been produced to both Ohio Senate and Ohio House to tighten up the laws 
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passed in 2012.  There have been 15 fatal mauling’s in our state in the slightly over 5-years since the 

passage of HB14.  There were three fatal dog mauling’s in the decade prior to passage HB14.  There 

has been some questions by Council members of whether we're going to get sued.  There's somebody 

worried about $50,000 and there's some that who are sitting here, in this very position, stating 

*inaudible.  When you worry about the money, think about the little girl that's from Dayton who's 

got a million plus injuries.  No *inaudible advocate has ever stepped forward to help this little girl.  

You and I in this room, we pay in directly when we pay into Medicaid and we pay into Medicare.  

We're taking care of this girl.  What happens if that happens in Reynoldsburg?  The blood will be on 

the hands here.  I think our law has protected this *inaudible years and if we really want to do 

something, hire an animal control officer and enforce the law.  Now, like I said, that really 

*inaudible Licking County, I understand all that, but what I'm saying now is that we have to 

maintain our home rule rights and this is what this is about.  Whether we can regulate these dogs for 

our safety.  Ohio ORC says we can.   

 

Phil Calabrese:  I'm an attorney in Cleveland at 950 Main Ave, Suite 500, Cleveland, Ohio 43113.  I 

was council of record in the law suit of Darlene Russ vs. City of Reynoldsburg.  I really just want to 

make three points this evening for you.  First is, I want to tell you my background that I bring to this.  

I think this issue stirs up a lot of emotions from people and there's a lot of people who come at it as 

activists with the best of interest of one kind or another.  I am not an activist on this issue.  I'm not a 

member of any animal rights organizations.  I'm a practicing lawyer.  In the Russ case I was just 

doing my job of representing my client.  That said, my second point, and with respect to the prior 

speaker, I have to say that yes, it's true that municipalities and political subdivisions in the State of 

Ohio have home rule rights.  In the City of Reynoldsburg, not just in this case, but in other prior 

cases has been very vigorous in defending those rights.  In this case, Mr. Hood, who I saw earlier, 

was a worthy adversary and did a very fine job that I think all members of this community can be 

proud of, but ultimately the 5th District Court of Appeals in Licking County ruled that the City of 

Reynoldsburg's current ordinances on the books are unconstitutional and that's where I would just 

respectfully disagree with the prior speaker.  The Ohio Supreme Court has never addressed the Ohio 

Constitution's Home Rule limitations on municipalities when it comes to dangerous dog ordinances.  

The Ohio Supreme Court simply has not.  The 5th District has and the 5th District is controlling here 

at least with respect to Licking County.  Since 2012 when the General Assembly enacted House Bill 

14 and moved from regulating dogs based on their breed to regulating them based on conduct after 

an extensive set of fact finding and legislative hearings.  Since then, there have been three court 

decisions that have addressed municipal home rule authority and every one of them has ruled as 

Reynoldsburg did, that when municipalities deviate from Chapter 955 they exceed their authority 

under the home rule amendment to the Ohio Constitution.  So, that's the state of play in the law 

today.  I think the last point I would leave you with is to say, again, I don't come at this as activist 

with an agenda.  I come at this as a lawyer trying to uphold the rule of law and I think to the extent, 

based on the experience that any of you are struggling with any particular factual or legal questions 

I'm more than happy to assist you.  I can either answer questions tonight or if you want to reach out 

to me offline I'm more than happy to do that as well.  Thank you. 

 

Dolores Thomas:  1177 Matterhorn Dr, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068.  I've lived in Reynoldsburg for 

57-years.  We came here as bride and groom, raised four children here, and some of our 
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grandchildren live here now.  I have always felt this is a wonderful community in which to live and 

that our city officials have always tried to do what is best for our residents.  Now I'm concerned.  I 

can't imagine why we're discussing this subject of pit bulls again after only three years.  Three years 

ago the City Council decided that we should not lift the ban on pit bulls.  One of our residents who 

argued against lifting the ban then is now promoting it.  What has happened since that time to 

change the situation?  Have pit bulls become more loveable?  Has there been decrease in the 

incidents of tragedy and involving pit bulls?  You only have to follow the news to learn that these 

incidents are on the rise.  An especially horrific story told about a 22-year old woman who took her 

two pit bulls for a walk.  On that walk they turned on her and killed her, their owner.  Well, any dog 

can bite.  Attacks by pit bulls statistically are more likely to be fatal.  These animals were 

responsible for 28 of the 34 fatal dog attacks in the United States in 2015.  They make up just 6% of 

the total dog population, but account for 82% of fatal bites.  I understand that it's difficult to enforce 

this law because of the judgements in counties around us.  Nevertheless, I agree with Mr. Clemens 

that we should keep the ban in place to give us the tools for the future.  If we should have a pit bull 

attack, fatal pit bull attack, God forbid, there would be an outcry from Reynoldsburg residents and 

they will demand an explanation as to why we saw fit to lift the ban.  We know a man who has been 

a long time Reynoldsburg resident.  He owned a home here.  He became ill and had to go to a 

nursing home.  His family put the house on the market.  It was quickly in contract.  Then the 

prospective buyer learned that there was a pit bull living next door.  He withdrew his offer and that 

sale failed.  So, some people think this issue does not affect your property values they're just not 

thinking clearly.  We need to keep this ban in place for the safety of our residents.  Thank you. 

 

Patty Rolwing:  7651 Burkey, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068.  I've lived here for 42-years, five children 

through the Reynoldsburg Schools.  A wonderful place to grow up because we've had more pit bulls.  

Let me give you a little background.  I have been bitten nine times.  Thankfully, never by a pit bull.  

These dogs were bred to catch large animals by the head, namely cattle.  That is their breeding, grab 

by the head, the face, the nose.  It's part of their genetic makeup now.  In 2014 the Franklin City Dog 

Shelter reported that 70% is serious maiming dog bites were committed by pit bulls, Franklin County 

Ohio.  In 2015, a pit bull literally took off half the face of a nine year old girl in Cincinnati, 

according to the Cincinnati Enquirer.  I called the Franklin County Animal Control in 2013 or 2015, 

I can't remember when, because in my carport there was this huge male Rottweiler who was attached 

to his spiral spoke in the ground and of course he was strong enough to remove it and drag it and the 

spiral spoke got caught under my tire.  Could I go out and get into my car?  No, because we have no 

dog catcher.  I had to wait 3-hours.  I had to pay for a doctor appointment.  I couldn't make on time 

because a loose dog, a Rottweiler, was caught under my tire, in my carport and we have no animal 

control officer.  I taught in the City of Columbus from 1987 to 2006.  I often concerned about some 

of my students.  I would visit their homes or their apartments.  I learned very quickly, oh naive me, 

that pit bulls were used to protect drug houses.  So, there is an association there.  Even our Police 

Department do not use pit bulls.  They use German Shepherds.  The head of a victim is usually the 

target.  I am considered now to be an old woman who can no longer run or fight or keep a dog at 

bay.  My head will probably be gone if I'm so unlucky, but I still enjoy walking the streets of 

Reynoldsburg.  Why would my city officials *inaudible the right of someone to own a certain breed 

of dog over my safety?  Why?  Or the safety of children?  Or even of grown men, who still don't 

stand a chance against a pit bull?  Why would people even consider that?  Pit bulls don't pay taxes 
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any more than lions down here on Main Street in the cages.  The number of pit bulls needing to be 

adopted, all you need to do is look at the East Side Messenger or the Reynoldsburg News, all these 

lovely dogs that need to be adopted.  Virtually 50% to 75% of them are pit bulls.  I called the 

Franklin County Shelter.  They are turned in almost more than any other breed of dog because they 

are difficult to train and difficult to manage.  I recognize nurture and nature.  I respect both, but I do 

have a very healthy respect for nature.  Please do your job.  Thank you very much.   

 

Cindy Balach:  8109 Priestley Dr, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068.  We don't own a pit bull and I'm 

going to be the first to tell you that if it didn't fit in our bag we won't have a pit bull, but I also have 

seen happy pit bulls go in to a shelter because I volunteer there and that is where a lot of times they 

turn because you try staying in an 8 x 8 room for 100-days.  You're cute, you can sit, you can fetch, 

you can search and rescue.  I have a friend who lobbies in Missouri for pit bulls.  I have information 

I will send to the Clerk.  I'd like you guys to see.  I have begged people to read the lost dogs about 

the micro *inaudible dogs.  57 dogs were taken out of bad news kennels.  30 plus passed their good 

canine citizens test.  They were adopted.  Johnny Justice is in a reading program.  Children read to 

him.  We also have little Red who just left.  He's a therapy dog.  These dogs cannot all be bad 

people, I'm telling you.  I have a hound mix.  Most of the people have met my Cody.  Cody is one of 

the sweetest things you'll ever meet, but Cody's fast.  I was bringing my Aussie in, Cody literally 

slipped behind my back, shot across the street.  She was off leash.  Now Cody was just wanting to go 

make some friends, but these other dogs didn't know that.  So, I can hear this rrrrr, as I'm running 

across the street, you never saw a *inaudible go in the house so fast, but my hound mix, who has no 

bit of pit bull in it, would have been designated as vicious because it was off leash, I did not have 

control, and there would have been nothing I could have done about it.  Now, I have to have control 

of my dog just as much as a pit bull owner has to have control over theirs.  If you cannot control 

your dog you pay the price.  Simple as that, but I do not believe that a pit bull is any different than 

any other dog and that's all I have to say.   

 

Ms. Bryant:  I have a question for our City Attorney.  Mr. Hood, you were kind enough to provide 

me with some information tonight and one of which was the court’s opinion in the Licking County 

case that we have with Darlene Russ.  Can you tell me was there a memorandum in support of 

jurisdiction applicable to Supreme Court to appeal the decision of this court?   

 

Mr. Hood:  No.  If you also look at the notes that I provided to you during the executive session, I 

spoke to Council about our options.  There's a list of them there.  That was one of the one's we 

discussed.  It was not *inaudible. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Just wanted to put that on the record. 

 

Mr. Baker:  I guess it's more of a general statement than it is a question, but I understand there's 

passion on both sides about this particular issue.  Some people told personal stories.  Some people 

told stories that they heard through the news.  I personally have owned a pit bull before.  Granted, let 

me rephrase that, my brother owned one, but it was basically mine because I took care of it.  It was a 

loving dog.  No ifs, quarrels, ands, or buts about it.  It was sad when we had him put down, but you 

know, life took its course, but we did not have one issue with that dog and it was because we took 
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care of the dog, we fed it, we loved it and in return she loved us back.  So, me personally, dealing 

with pit bulls, I can say this much right now, they are not bad dogs.  They've been getting bad raps, 

but that's because news media has spun it to where these are just bad, bad dogs and I don't believe 

one second that just because you have a pit bull means you're dealing drugs because we had a pit 

bull.  I wasn't dealing drugs.   

 

Mr. Clemens:  *inaudible 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Chief Early, one of your officers is here that was dealing with the pit bull ban.  Is that 

correct? 

 

Acting Chief Early:  That is correct. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Officer, would you mind coming up?  Would you please educate us on what you have 

gone through to deal with the enforcement of the pit bull ban? 

 

Officer Vincent Scalmato/Badge # 151:  So, about four years ago I was approached by second shift 

supervisor regarding the enforcement of Reynoldsburg City Code 505.35A and that's our pit bull 

ban.  In looking at the law in itself the first question I had what is a pit bull.  It's not clearly defined.  

At that point I reached out to the Franklin County Animal Shelter who provided me some insight as 

to how they classify dogs and identification.  I went and spent some time with them.  Obtained some 

training, as well as through the Department of Agriculture with a man named Dave Hunt who 

handles primarily dog fighting cases in the State of Ohio, in particular pit bull cases.  In short, that's 

pretty much the training that I received in addition to maybe speaking with local veterinarians here 

as far as breed identification through visual.   

 

Ms. Bryant:  What is your experience taking care of these types of cases here in Reynoldsburg? 

 

Officer Vincent Scalmato:  Off the top of my head, I don't have the numbers.  I think it's important to 

note that I haven't handled one of these cases in roughly four years.  I have not issued a citation in 

four years and I'd have to consult with Lt. Early, but I don't even know if we've responded to these 

calls for service anymore due to lack of prosecution.  As far as the cases that we had in Licking 

County Municipal Court, the first case that we had was a resident by the name of JoAnne Wade.  

She undisputed had a pit bull.  It was verified through her registration of the animal through 

veterinarian paperwork and through her admission of it herself.  That case came before the 

Reynoldsburg Mayor's Court.  She was found guilty and subsequently transferred the case down to 

Licking County Municipal Court.  Case then went in front of Judge Dansbury.  We went through a 

full trial and at the end of it he went word by word through the statute and had ruled that the law was 

vague, ambiguous, convoluted, and had some concerns that mimicked that of State Law, in addition, 

it didn't even give the individual themselves an opportunity to appeal any type appeals process.  

With that being said, the Newark City Prosecutors office had made it clear that Mr. Hood needed to 

work with them as far as possibly new legislation and/or abolishing this city ordinance or to simply 

not send any cases on to Licking County Municipal Court.  We had a 50/50 chance, as there were 

only two judges down at Licking County Municipal Court.  We then had a case, I don't recall if it 
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went to trial or not.  I know Judge Higgins specifically say that this law is unconstitutional and he 

will have entertained the cases.  We had a total of I think five cases that went down there.  One was a 

not guilty ruling and the rest were just dismissed without prejudice and it was simply merely because 

the language that the law.  It didn't mimic that of a State Law to which removed pit bulls from the 

vicious dog list in 2012.   

 

Ms. Bryant:  Have you had anything in Fairfield or Franklin County? 

 

Officer Vincent Scalmato:  I have not.  No. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Do you know if there's been any citations in either County? 

 

Officer Vincent Scalmato:  There have not been. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Thank you. 

 

Officer Vincent Scalmato:  Real quick.  It's also important to mention that these cases were 

specifically all deemed pit bulls and we haven't even gone to whether someone's disputing whether 

it's a pit bull and that's a whole other topic and issue.  There's no judge or jury that I know that will 

put more merit into a Police Officer than a Veterinarian that gets on the stand if you want to dispute 

whether the dog's a pit bull or not.  Yes, I have training, but I mean, simply put, there's no way a 

veterinarian, an officer will override that veterinarian as far as their profession as far as breed 

identification through visual. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Anything else you think we should know? 

 

Officer Vincent Scalmato:  I think the City of Reynoldsburg has a problem, but I do not believe it 

pertains to dogs within the City of Reynoldsburg. 

 

Mr. Baker:  To get back to Councilman Clemens statement about the pit bull ban.  My thing is the 

law restates vicious dogs.  You know, a Chihuahua could be listed as a vicious dog if they attack, 

bite, or you know, maim somebody.  I'm not saying that happens on a daily basis.  For example, a 

German Shepherd can be listed as a vicious dog, especially if they're foaming at the mouth.  So, just 

to single out a dog because of bad publicity I think is just not right and we do have laws in the books 

that states if it’s not on a leash, if it's not well maintained, if it hurts somebody, you're in charge.  

The owner is in charge.  It is the Ohio Revised Code that specifically addressed a vicious dog.  If 

you're saying some of these pit bulls are vicious, well, they already fallen under vicious. 

 

Mr. Clemens:  *inaudible 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Mr. Hood, did you have any conversations with the Newark Prosecutors about revising 

or otherwise amending the statute? 

 

Mr. Hood:  It's not my job to revise statutes.  It's yours.  It's a legislative conundrum we've been 
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dealing with for quite some time.  I guess I take a little bit of exception to Officer Scalmato's 

characterization.  Judge Stansbury was the Judge who ruled the constitutional at the trial level.  We 

won in his court.  He upheld the validity of the ordinance.  We lost at the 5th District Court of 

Appeals.  I don't prosecute our cases in Licking County.  I do prosecute them here in Mayor's Court.  

We prevailed as Ms. Bryant would know, but for the benefit of the rest of the Council our Mayor's 

Court is a Court of knowledge in our jurisdiction.  So, any defendant accuses anything can always 

remove their case from our Mayor's Court here *inaudible appropriate Municipal Court and that's 

what happened.  We prevailed.  We won and the defendant has a right to a trial date nova, which is a 

fancy way of saying do-over.  Prosecution doesn't have that right, but the defense does.  They 

exercised that and we lost.  That's what happens in some cases.  Once again, and I've share with you 

Ms. Bryant, my proposed solutions in executive session, prior to you becoming a member of 

Council, I think they all are still viable, but once again, I think this is a need of a legislative solution.   

 

Ms. Bryant:  Thank you. 

 

Unknown:  *inaudible 

 

Mr. Hood:  No.  When we lay those options out, I think it was May.  Yes, there's certainly time 

restrictions that are well passed. 

 

Mr. Baker:  Could the city take it to the Supreme Court? 

 

Mr. Hood:  That's what he just asked. 

 

Mr. Baker:  Oh, sorry.  I guess I should be paying attention. 

 

Unknown:  *inaudible 

 

Mr. Hood:  That wouldn't be something that would be initiated here. 

 

Unknown:  *inaudible 

 

Mr. Hood:  A referendum, think of it as a reversal of something that exists now.  An initiative 

petition would be initiated by citizens to change something that is the status quo.  Does that make 

sense to everyone?  The processes are very similar.  They're just called something different.  When 

you initiate change or you referend or reverse.  I have not specifically looked at the validity of a 

referendum, but generally speaking legislative actions are always the *inaudible.  Administrative 

actions of the Mayor are not.  If you guys recall the rezoning of the famed church of the former 

*inaudible site *inaudible vigorously as well and that was the issue in that case.   

 

Mr. Joseph:  Mr. Hood, would any kind of vote of the people be able to override a court decision?  I 

don't think so.  Would it? 

 

Mr. Hood:  I have not looked into it.  The short answer is generally not.  If you look at Proposition 8 

3.a

Packet Pg. 13

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
F

eb
 1

2,
 2

01
8 

7:
31

 P
M

  (
A

p
p

ro
va

l o
f 

M
in

u
te

s)



MINUTES COMMITTEE MEETING 

REYNOLDSBURG PUBLIC SAFETY, LAW AND COURTS COMMITTEE 

February 12, 2018 

 

 

City of Reynoldsburg Page 12 Updated 2/15/2018 3:19 PM  

in California the voters voted one way and I think their Supreme Courts overruled that particular 

vote.  You can't even with voter initiated action do something that's unconstitutional.  If that makes 

sense. 

 

Mr. Joseph:  Yes, thank you.   

 

Ms. Bryant:  Mr. Hood, would it be fair to say that the only way to conceivably find this 

constitutional would be to try to prosecute one in Fairfield or Franklin County and let it run its 

course? 

 

Mr. Hood:  Well, not necessarily us, but anyone who has a similar type of ordinance in a different 

circuit or different appellate court that creates a conflict.  In that case, I believe the Supreme Court 

would finally take this up to make a decision one way or the other.  Now, there's no way to predict 

that in the future.  It's one of the reasons that I informed the Chief to stay *inaudible.  We asked the 

Chief to stay the enforcement of these ordinances city wide after the unfavorable court ruling 

happened in the 5th District and not subject our citizens to potential enforcement.  That's why I had 

the executive session directly after that. 

 

Mr. Spalding:  *inaudible 

 

Mr. Clemens:  *inaudible 

 

Mr. Baker:  But the fact of the matter is pit bull will fall under the vicious dog laws anyway, so why 

make it specific breed when they're going to fall under the general law anyway and I know for a fact 

Reynoldsburg Police do write tickets because I had a couple of them.   

 

Mr. Joseph:  I suggest that we'll have another opportunity to have conversations at another 

committee meeting.  Given the lateness of the hour I suggest that we move it on and we can bring 

the conversation back in 2-weeks. 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/12/2018 7:34 PM 

MOVER: Marshall Spalding, Chairman 

SECONDER: Stacie Baker, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 

LEGISLATION FOR THIRD READING 

15-18 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT FROM THE 

CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST. --- Spalding. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 
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RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/12/2018 7:34 PM 

MOVER: Marshall Spalding, Chairman 

SECONDER: Kristin Bryant, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 
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Police Department 
Bill Early 

7240 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6935 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 26, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO PURCHASE TWO 

(2) UNMARKED VEHICLES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 

Completed 

Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

Emergency/Suspension: Emergency 

Reason For Emergency: Immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety 

Statement of necessity: Currently down 2 unmarked vehicles due to age and mileage. Unable to 

be repaired. 

The Reynoldsburg Police is requesting permission from the members of Council to 

purchase two unmarked vehicles from account 110.111.5634 that was previously 

approved in the 2018 budget which will be utilized by the Detective Bureau and Police 

employees attending outside agency training.  Both vehicles will be purchased from 

Lindsay Honda (previously Honda East) and are currently listed on Ord 44-17 that 

waives competitive bidding.  The agency will be trading in a 2000 Ford F-150 

(1FTRF17W4YNA31983).  The total for each vehicle will NOT exceed the requested 

approved budget of $40,000.00.  In addition, we are asking that the trade in vehicle be 

removed from our Fixed Asset List, FA 1900.  

 

Please refer to the attached documentation for pricing and vehicle details.  
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City Attorney's Office 
Jed Hood 

7232 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 26, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING “MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING -  FRANKLIN COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE”; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 

Completed 

Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

Emergency/Suspension: Emergency 

Reason For Emergency: Immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety 

The Reynoldsburg Division of Police request for City Council Members to approve the Franklin 

County Drug Task Force Agreement. Please reference the attached Drug Task Force Agreement.  
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Police Department 
Bill Early 

7240 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6935 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 26, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE SIX (6) 

POLICE CRUISERS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE 

REYNOLDSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT.  

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 

Completed 

Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

The Reynoldsburg Division of Police is requesting permission from City Council to purchase six 

Police cruisers from account 110.111.5632 totaling $391,168.80. The vehicles will be purchased 

from Lebanon Ford, who is currently on the state bid list. # RS900718. Please see the attached 

detailed documentation for the purchase of the vehicles.  
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Police Department 
Bill Early 

7240 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6935 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 26, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE FOUR (4) 

POLICE CRUISERS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE 

REYNOLDSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND 

APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR. 

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 

Completed 

Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

Since 2015 the city has taken in an estimated $370,400.91 in cruiser rental fees which 

was placed in the general fund. We are asking for $260,779.20 be appropriated from the 

general fund account to the Motor Vehicle account 110.111.5632 to purchase an 

additional 4 cruisers with equipment.  This will bring our vehicle fleet to an acceptable 

level as well as ensure the safety of the citizens. Please see the attached detailed 

documentation for pricing. Requesting permission to purchase from Lebanon Ford, the 

state bid number being RS900718.  
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Police Department 
Bill Early 

7240 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6935 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 26, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT 

FROM THE CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST. 

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 
Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

The Reynoldsburg Division of Police has officially removed cruiser 251 from service. We are 

asking permission to remove this item from the fixed asset list. Please see the attached memo 

from the City of Reynoldsburg Fleet Maintenance Department.  
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Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 
Marshall Spalding 

614-440-7311 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 26, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 

CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  Amending Section 505.01 

DEFINITIONS of Chapter 505 ANIMALS AND FOWL. 

 

Approval: 

Skipped 

Brad McCloud 

Skipped 

Jed Hood 
Stephen Cicak 
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ORDINANCE NO.                           PASSED:                   

                              

 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  Amending Section 505.01 DEFINITIONS of Chapter 505 

ANIMALS AND FOWL. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That Section 505.01 DEFINITIONS of Chapter 505 ANIMALS AND FOWL of 

the Code of Ordinances of the City of Reynoldsburg be and is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

See Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein. 

 

 

SECTION 2.  That existing Section 505.01 of Chapter 505 be and are hereby repealed and 

replaced. 

 

SECTION 3.  That upon adoption by Council this ordinance shall be in effect thirty days 

following signature by the Mayor. 

___________________________                                    

      Doug Joseph, President of Council 

 

 

ATTEST:____________________________                                        

  April L. Beggerow Clerk of Council 

 

 

APPROVED: _______________________________DATE________________ 

Bradley L. McCloud, Mayor 

 

CERTIFICATE 

 

I, April L. Beggerow, Clerk of Council, City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio do hereby certify the 

foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Ordinance No.       as passed by Council of said City 

on the       day of               and as recorded in the Record of Proceedings of said Council. 

 

____________________________    

April L. Beggerow, Clerk of Council 

 

 

Filed with Mayor: __________  Published: ___________________ 
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505.01  DEFINITIONS. 

 

   As used in this chapter certain words are defined as follows, unless the context otherwise 

requires: 

   (a)   "Animal" means any live, vertebrate creature, domestic or wild. 

   (b)   "Dangerous dog or other dangerous animal" means a dog or other animal that meets any of 

following: 

      1.   A dog or other animal, that without provocation and subject to subsection (m)(2) below, 

has chased or approached in either a menacing fashion or an apparent attitude of attack, or has 

attempted to bite or otherwise endanger any person, or causes physical harm to property as defined 

by section 501.01(n) or serious physical harm to property as defined by section 501.01(z), while 

that dog or other animal is off the premises of its owner, keeper or harborer and not under the 

reasonable control of its owner, keeper, harborer or some other reasonable person, or not 

physically restrained or confined in a locked pen which has a top or other locked enclosure which 

has a top. 

      2.   A dog or other animal that behaves in a manner that a reasonable person would believe 

poses a serious and unjustified imminent threat of serious physical harm or death to one or more 

persons, domestic animals or farm animals. 

      3.   “Dangerous Dog” does not include either of the following: 

         A.   A police dog that has chased or approached in either a menacing fashion or an apparent 

attitude of attack, or has attempted to bite or otherwise endanger any person while the police dog is 

being used to assist one or more law enforcement officers in the performance of their official 

duties. 

         B.   A dog that has chased or approached in either a menacing fashion or an apparent attitude 

of attack, or has attempted to bite or otherwise endanger any person while that person was 

committing or attempting to commit a trespass or other criminal offense on the property of the 

owner, keeper or harborer of the dog. 

   (c)   "Domesticated" means any animal which is accepted by the general public as tameable and 

bred as a tamed animal for the purposes of man.  These include, but are not limited to, dogs, house 

cats, gerbils, and guinea pigs. 

   (d)   "Exotic Animal" means any animal which is foreign and generally not native by birth to the 

local community. 

   (e)   "Farm animal" means, but is not limited to, cattle, sheep, goats, poultry or fowl, swine, 

horses, or mules. 

   (f)   "Hybrid" means the cross breeding of two or more species of animals that would not 

normally be bred together, including but not limited to, wolf-dog, coyote-dog, ocelot-house cat. 

   (g)   "Menacing fashion" means that a dog or other animal would cause any person being chased 

or approached to reasonably believe that the dog or other animal will cause physical injury to that 

person. 

   (h)   "Own, keep or harbor" means to have legal title to or custody or control over any dangerous 

animal or wild animal in the city, except as otherwise provided in Section 505.33. 

   (i)   "Owner" means any person, firm, association, or corporation owning or having a proprietary 

interest in or possession, custody, or charge of a work animal. 

   (j)   "Person" means any natural person, association, partnership, organization, or corporation. 

   (k)   "Police dog" means a dog that has been trained, and may be used, to assist one or more law 

enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties. 
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http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=ohio(code)$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:%27501.01%27%5d$jumplink_md=target-id=JD_501.01
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=ohio(code)$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:%27501.01%27%5d$jumplink_md=target-id=JD_501.01
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=ohio(code)$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:%27505.33%27%5d$jumplink_md=target-id=JD_505.33


   (l)   "Serious physical harm" means serious physical harm as defined in section 501.01(y) and 

section 501.01(z). 

   (m)   "Vicious dog or other vicious animal" means a dog or other animal that meets any of the 

following: 

      1.   Without provocation, has killed or caused serious injury to any person: 

      2.   Without provocation, has caused injury, other than killing or serious injury, to any person, 

or has killed another dog or other animal; 

      3.   A dog or animal that has been trained for dog/animal fighting, or bred, or abused, or is kept 

primarily or in part for the purpose of dog/animal fighting. 

      4.   Any dog or animal with a known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack unprovoked, 

to cause injury or to otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals. 

      5.   Belongs to a breed that is commonly known as a pit bull dog. The ownership, keeping or 

harboring of such a dog, commonly known as a pit bull dog, shall be prima facie evidence of the 

ownership, keeping or harboring of a vicious dog or other vicious animal. 

      6 5.   "Vicious dog" does not include either of the following: 

         A.   A police dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any person or that has caused 

injury, other than killing or serious injury, to any person while the police dog is being used to assist 

one or more law enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties; 

         B.   A dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any person while that person was 

committing or attempting to commit a trespass or other criminal offense on the property of the 

owner, keeper or harborer of the dog. 

   (n)   "Wild Animal" means any non-domesticated animal which generally lives in its original 

natural state, and is not normally domesticated, and/or falls under the jurisdiction of the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources. 

   (o)   "Without provocation" means that a dog or other animal was not teased, tormented or 

abused by a person, or that the dog or other animal was not coming to the aid or the defense of a 

person who was not engaged in illegal or criminal activity and who was not using the dog or other 

animal as a means of carrying out such activity. 
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BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION (BSL) TIMELINE* 
Reynoldsburg, OH 

 Page 1 of 4 
* Timeline created by Lori Schwartzkopf using historical and current City of Reynoldsburg documents, public information 
requests, media reports and legal documents. 

1987 - Ohio enacted breed specific legislation that automatically declared the “pit bull” to be an inherently vicious 
dog.  

June 10, 1996  - BAN GOES IN PLACE Attorney Underwood Ordinance No. 76-96  12, 1996 - “The existing Chapter 505 
Animals and Fowl of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio, is hereby repealed in its entirely and 
the following new Chapter 505 is enacted to replace existing Chapter 505.” 

May 22, 2012 – COLUMBUS -- A bill to eliminate a 25-year-old Ohio law automatically declaring the "pit bull" an 
inherently vicious dog was overwhelmingly approved by the state House and is headed for Gov. John Kasich's 
signature.  
 

January 28, 2013 - Mr. Monte Leach, Reynoldsburg resident, comments on the unfairness of the pit bull ban in 
Reynoldsburg. He further comments on scientific research about dog temperament testing with pit bulls scoring 
better than most breeds. Councilman Barrett notes that he had earlier in the month received a call from a resident 
(Lori Schwartzkopf) in Columbus (with Reynoldsburg address) who made similar comments.   
 
February 3, 2013 – Lori Schwartzkopf contacts Jed Hood for the first of many times for information on how to 
approach the city about repeal of “pit bull” ban.  
 
May 17, 2013 – The city begins to cite city residents for 505.35A Control and Harboring a Vicious Dog. None of the 
dogs had exhibited any bad behavior. For example, one was seen through a window while an officer was on another 
call. For others, anonymous letters led officers to homes that contained “pit bull” type dogs. Citations for 505.35A 
violations go from 5 in 2012 to 24 in 2013 (380% increase). In 2014, 505.35A citations go up another 87.5% to 45 
before leveling out to zero in 2015.   
 
July 8, 2013 – Lori Schwartzkopf (Columbus) and Brad Hauser (Reynoldsburg) make first formal statement to City 
Council regarding repeal of BSL. Council asks no questions and does not refer issue to Safety Committee for further 
discussion.  

 
July 8, 2013 – 
September 1, 2013 –
Several Reynoldsburg 
residents request 
meetings with individual 
council members to 
discuss concerns the 
members may have 
about removing the 
ban. Councilmembers 
Cotner, McGrady, 
Barrett, Kelly and 
DeBrock all agreed to 
meet with their 
constituents. Despite 
repeated requests, 
there were no 
responses from 

7.a.b

Packet Pg. 146

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 T

im
el

in
e 

R
ey

n
o

ls
b

u
rg

 2
01

8 
 (

A
m

en
d

 5
05

.0
1 

D
ef

in
it

io
n

s 
o

f 
C

h
 5

05
 A

n
im

al
s 

&
 F

o
w

l)



BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION (BSL) TIMELINE* 
Reynoldsburg, OH 

 Page 2 of 4 
* Timeline created by Lori Schwartzkopf using historical and current City of Reynoldsburg documents, public information 
requests, media reports and legal documents. 

Councilmembers Long and Clemens. Residents also met with Dan Skinner who later took Councilwoman DeBrock’s 
seat. 
 
November 11, 2013 – City refers issue to Ad Hoc Committee.  President Joseph suggests members for the committee 
and all were accepted by all council members with the exceptions of Councilmen Clemens and McGrady.  
 
November 25, 2013 – Councilman Long now objects to committee members and is supported by Councilwoman 
Kelley using “committee bias” and “lack of balance” as the reason. Ad Hoc Committee is dissolved with the statement 
from Long that “...there does need to be a committee to review this legislation.”  
 
February 10, 2014 – Residents addressed Council to reinstate the Ad Hoc Committee using minutes from November 
25th when Chairman Long stated he believed a committee was necessary. 
 
February 24, 2014 – New Ad Hoc Committee members approved by Council. Two new resident names were added by 
President Joseph and three new names added by Councilwoman Kelly.  
  
March 3, 2014 – Ad Hoc Committee membership approved at Special Council Meeting. Members of the committee 
are: Stephen J. Smith (Chairperson), Attorney at Law, Frost Brown Todd LLC, Scott Mueller, Canine Training 
Workshops, Reynoldsburg Business Owner, Joe Rock, Franklin County Animal Control Director (attended only 1 
meeting), Joel Melin, DVM, Owner, Animal Care Hospital of Reynoldsburg and Reynoldsburg residents: Monica 
DeBrock, Bruce Sowell, Mark McKenzie and Carrie Acosta. 
 
March 27, 2014 – First Ad Hoc Committee meeting. 
 
May 14, 2014 – Final Ad Hoc C ommittee meeting. 
 
May 27, 2014 – Ad Hoc Committee recommends 1) repeal of the breed specific language, 2) adding strong leash law, 
3) include tethering restrictions, 4)  remove exotic animal ordinance (to follow state) and additional items. 
Recommendations were sent to Safety Committee for “review/comment.”  
 
June 2014 – Recommendations are sent to City Attorney for review and comment.  
 
July 21, 2014 – First citizen trial, Wade vs. City of Reynoldsburg in Mayors Court was won by the city. The case was 
appealed to Licking County Municipal Court.   
 
July 28, 2014 – City Council votes to ignore ALL Ad Hoc Committee recommendations and leaves current Chapter 505 
exactly as it is. Vote was 5 (Cotner, Long, Barrett, Kelly and Clemens) to 1 (Skinner) in favor of that decision. McGrady 
was absent. 
 
August 19, 2014 – Wade vs. City of Reynoldsburg in Licking County Court. Case won by resident. Video of trail 
available. Judge Higgins stated he thought Reynoldsburg’s law was likely unconstitutional. 
 
September 26, 2014 – Pettibone vs. City of Reynoldsburg in Franklin County Court—dismissed by city.  
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BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION (BSL) TIMELINE* 
Reynoldsburg, OH 

 Page 3 of 4 
* Timeline created by Lori Schwartzkopf using historical and current City of Reynoldsburg documents, public information 
requests, media reports and legal documents. 

October 8, 2015 –  

 Russ vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed by city;  

 Mathers vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed (for the 2nd time).  
 
October 29, 2014 – Graven vs. City of Reynoldsburg in Licking County Municipal Court was won by the resident. Video 
of trial available. Judge Stansbury stated that the city did not prove that the dog was what they said it was (i.e., a pit 
bull). 
 
Since the case above was lost by the City of Reynoldsburg – no additional citations have been written to date. 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 
December 1, 2014 – Special Order issued by RPD under City Attorney direction that states: 
 
1.  If an officer is sent on a complaint of someone harboring a Pit Bull in the Licking County portion of the city (just in 
Licking County), just harboring a Pit Bull is not enough probable cause to charge the owner.  The Pit Bull must have 
displayed some form of aggressive act or behavior.  The officer will need to document the fact that the dog is 
identified as a Pit Bull and document if it has displayed aggressive behavior in the report and on any probable cause 
forms for the criminal complaint. 

 

2.  All officers can be dispatched to and investigate Pit Bull complaints as required.  OFC Scalmato does have 
additional training and can be used as a resource, but other officers can handle complaints/investigations as they are 
received.  
 
December 15, 2014 – Franklin County Court:  

 Borbely vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed by the city.  

 Severance vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed city;  

 D. Smith vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed.  
 
February 26, 2015 – Reynoldsburg officials receive information request regarding history of BSL installment, 
enforcement and contributions to public safety.  
 
April 30, 2015 – Attorney General Office contacted for assistance with getting information from the city (see above 
request). Jeff Clark, Esq. discussed mediation with Reynoldsburg City Attorney Hood who declined. 
 
June 4, 2015 – Attorney General Office contacted again for assistance in getting the information request, now 70 
days post-submittal, from the city. Email request was again sent to Jed Hood but no response was received.  
 
March 21, 2016 – Darlene Russ decides to sue the city because although her first case was dismissed October 8, 
2015, it was dismissed (as were all other cases) without prejudice so the city could come back at any time and cite 
her again.  Licking County Municipal Court Judge Stansbury ruled for the City of Reynoldsburg. Darlene immediately 
appealed to the Fifth District Appeals Court. 
 
The consultant legal fees from Eastman & Smith LTD cost Reynoldsburg tax payers $29,598 according to records 
released by the city to Lori Schwartzkopf. 
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BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION (BSL) TIMELINE* 
Reynoldsburg, OH 

 Page 4 of 4 
* Timeline created by Lori Schwartzkopf using historical and current City of Reynoldsburg documents, public information 
requests, media reports and legal documents. 

February 22, 2017 – Darlene Russ wins her Fifth District Appeals court hearing. Pertinent excerpt of the decision 
(made in April 2017): 

While Reynoldsburg’s Ordinances prohibit the ownership of pit bulls outright, Ohio Revised Code 
Chapter 955 has abolished breed-specific determinations of whether or not a dog is vicious or 
dangerous and focuses instead on the conduct of the individual dog. Under Ohio law, Ohio 
residents may keep or own any dog they choose, provided that if the dog is determined to be 
“dangerous” as defined in R.C. 955.11(A)(1)(a), the owner must comply with R.C. 955.22. Thus, 
while a pit bull is automatically considered “vicious” under the Reynoldsburg Ordinances and 
ownership of the same is prohibited, a pit bull may or may not be considered “vicious” under Ohio 
Revised Code Chapter 955 based on its conduct. We find, on such basis, that there is a conflict 
between Reynoldsburg’s pit bull Ordinances and Chapter 955, as amended by House Bill 14.  The 
Ordinances prohibit that what is permitted by Ohio statutes (ownership of dogs identified as pit 
bulls). See Lima v. Stepleton, 3rd Dist Allen. No. 1-13-28, 2013-Ohio-5655, 5 N.E.3d 721.  

 
The consultant legal fees for this Court of Appeals case from Eastman & Smith LTD cost Reynoldsburg tax payers 
$18,940 according to records released by the city to Lori Schwartzkopf.   ($48,538 for both cases) 
 
June 7, 2017 – Mansfield News Journal - Mansfield Law Director John Spon directed the Mansfield Police Department 

to stop enforcing the city’s pit bull ban last month after an appeals court struck down similar legislation in a different 

Ohio city as unconstitutional. Spon said Mansfield's ordinance can no longer be enforced because Mansfield is also 

under the jurisdiction of the Fifth District. 

September 2, 2017 – nbc4I.com - DUBLIN, OH (WCMH) — Pit bulls are no longer singled out as vicious dogs in the 

City of Dublin. Dublin City Council voted 6-1 Monday night to bring the city’s dog law more in line with state law and 

recent court rulings. The changes reverse a trend that started 30 years ago toward breed-specific dog laws. Sandy 

Horvath says the recent changes in dangerous dog laws put the focus on individual owners and their dogs. She says 

it’s a better way for municipalities to keep their communities safe.  

January 17, 2018 – Columbus Dispatch reports: Six members of New Albany city council unanimously voted Tuesday 

to eliminate a section of city code concerning pit bull terriers and related breeds. Previously, owners could be 

criminally charged if they didn’t obtain liability insurance and confine or leash their dogs in specific ways. The vote is 

effective in 30 days. The move follows a ruling in the state’s Fifth District Court of Appeals in Licking County last year 

that declared ordinances based on breed, not behavior, unconstitutional. 

http://www.dispatch.com/news/20180117/new-albany-council-repeals-pit-bull-law 

January 22, 2018 – City of Reynoldsburg brings revisions to Chapter 505 removing reference to pit bulls.  
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CHAPTER 505 

Animals and Fowl 

505.01 Definitions. 

505.02 Permitted animals. 

505.03 Animals running at large. 

505.04 Tethering animals. 

505.05 Impounding and disposition; records. 

505.07 Annual registration of dogs; tags required. 

505.08 Keeping or training animals for fighting. 

505.09 Abandoned animals. 

505.11 Killing or injuring animals. 

505.13 Chickens. 

505.15 Cruelty to animals. 

505.17 Nuisance conditions prohibited. 

505.19 Barking or howling dog or other animal. 

505.23 Animal bites; reports and quarantine. 

505.25 Hunting prohibited. 

505.27 Coloring rabbits or baby poultry; sale or display of poultry. 

505.33 Keeping wild or exotic animals. 

505.35 Control and harboring of vicious or dangerous dogs and other vicious or dangerous 

animals. 

505.37 Dangerous dogs and other animals; permit required; fee; impounding. 

505.99 Penalty. 

505.01 DEFINITIONS. 

 

As used in this chapter certain words are defined as follows, unless the context otherwise 

requires: 

 

(a) "Animal" means any live, vertebrate creature, domestic or wild. 

 

(b) "Dangerous dog" means a dog that, without provocation, and subject to division (b)(4) of this 

Section, has done any of the following:  

 

1. Caused injury, other than killing or serious injury, to any person; 

 

2. Killed another dog; 

 

3. Been the subject of a third or subsequent violation of Section 505.03. 

 

4.  “Dangerous Dog” does not include a police dog that has caused injury, other than 

killing or serious injury, to any person or has killed another dog while the police dog is 

being used to assist one or more law enforcement officers in the performance of their 

official duties.  
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(c) "Domesticated" means any animal which is accepted by the general public as tameable and 

bred as a tamed animal for the purposes of man. These include, but are not limited to, dogs, 

house cats, gerbils, and guinea pigs. 

 

(d) "Exotic Animal" shall have the same meaning as “dangerous wild animal” as defined in 

Chapter 935 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 

(e) "Hybrid" means the cross breeding of two or more species of animals that would not 

normally be bred together, including but not limited to, wolf-dog, coyote-dog, ocelot-house cat. 

 

(f) "Own, keep or harbor" means to have legal title, custody or control over any animal.  

 

(g) "Owner" means any person, firm, association, or corporation owning or having a proprietary 

interest in an animal. 

 

(h) "Person" means any natural person, association, partnership, organization, or corporation. 

 

(i) "Police dog" means a dog that has been trained, and may be used, to assist one or more law 

enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties. 

(j) "Serious injury" means any of the following: 

(1) Any physical harm that carries a substantial risk of death; 

(2) Any physical harm that involves a permanent incapacity, whether partial or total, or a 

temporary, substantial incapacity; 

(3) Any physical harm that involves a permanent disfigurement or a temporary, serious 

disfigurement; 

(4) Any physical harm that involves acute pain of a duration that results in substantial 

suffering or any degree of prolonged or intractable pain. 

(k) "Vicious dog" means a dog that, without provocation and subject to division (m)(1) of this 

section, has killed or caused serious injury to any person. 

 

1. "Vicious dog" does not include either of the following: 

 

A. A police dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any person while the 

police dog is being used to assist one or more law enforcement officers in the 

performance of their official duties; 

 

B. A dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any person while that person 

was committing or attempting to commit a trespass or other criminal offense on 

the property of the owner, keeper or harborer of the dog. 
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(l) "Wild Animal" means any non-domesticated animal which generally lives in its original 

natural state, and is not normally domesticated, and/or falls under the jurisdiction of the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources. 

 

(m) "Without provocation" means that a dog or other animal was not teased, tormented or abused 

by a person, or that the dog or other animal was not coming to the aid or the defense of a person 

who was not engaged in illegal or criminal activity and who was not using the dog or other 

animal as a means of carrying out such activity. 

 

505.02 PERMITTED ANIMALS. 

 

Animals which may be owned or harbored within the municipality are: pure domestic cats, pure 

domestic dogs (not hybrid), domestic rabbits, guinea pigs, chinchillas, mice, hamsters, gerbils, 

parrot-like birds, non-poisonous fish, non-poisonous reptiles, and non-poisonous snakes under 

five feet in length, hedge hogs, and ferrets. 

 

505.03 ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE. 
 

(a) No person being the owner, as defined in Section 505.01(g), of an animal or animals shall 

permit them to run or traverse at large upon any public place, upon any unenclosed lands, or 

upon the premises of another without the consent of the owner of such property within the 

Municipality. 

 

(b) The running at large of any such animal in or upon any of the places mentioned in this 

section is prima-facie evidence that it is running or traversing at large in violation of this section. 

 

(c) No owner of any dog, shall permit the animal to enter upon any property not that of the 

owner, when it is not securely leashed.  The leash securing the animal shall not be longer than six 

feet in length. The leash shall be controlled by a person that is physically capable of preventing 

the animal from entering private property and/or making physical contact with another animal or 

person, so long as such contact in not initiated by another animal or person.     

 

(d) An animal may be confined by an underground fence, or any similar device. This is defined 

as a buried wire which gives a slight electrical charge when activated by a special collar worn by 

the animal which is to be confined. Such underground fence shall be used only in the rear yard 

and shall not allow the animal to move closer than fifteen (15) feet from the sidewalk or property 

line. 

 

(e) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor, however, if within one year 

of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of violating this section the offender is 

guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, and if the offender has two or more violations of 

this section within one year the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor in the third degree. 

 

505.04 TETHERING ANIMALS. 

 

(a) No person shall tether an animal in any of the following circumstances: 

7.a.c

Packet Pg. 152

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

ey
n

o
ld

sb
u

rg
 C

h
ap

te
r 

50
5 

P
ro

p
o

se
d

 R
ev

is
io

n
s 

- 
F

in
al

 R
ep

o
rt

 C
le

an
 V

er
si

o
n

  (
A

m
en

d
 5

05
.0

1 
D

ef
in

it
io

n
s 

o
f 

C
h

 5
05

 A
n

im
al

s 
&

 F
o

w
l)



 

(1) For more than six (6) hours total in a twenty-four (24) hour period and not more than 

two (2) unsupervised consecutive hours with no less than a one (1) hour period between 

tetherings; 

 

(2) Between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. other than short, not to exceed 15 

minutes, periods for the animal to relieve itself; 

 

(3) When a heat or cold advisory has been issued by a local or state authority or the 

National Weather Service; 

 

(4) When a severe weather warning has been issued by a local or state authority or the 

National Weather Service; 

 

(5) When the tether is less than twenty (20) feet in length; 

 

(6) When the tether allows the animal to come within fifteen (15) feet of a sidewalk or 

property line; 

 

(7) When the tether is attached by means of a pinch-type, prong-type, or choke-type 

collar or if the collar is unsafe or is not properly fitted; 

 

(8) When the tether may cause injury or entanglement; 

 

(9) When the tether is made of a material that is unsuitable for the animal's size and 

weight or that causes any unnecessary discomfort to the animal; 

 

(10) When no owner or occupant is present at the premises. 

 

(11) In the front or side yard of a property. 

 

(b) As used in this section, "tether" means a rope, chain, cord, dog run or pulley, or similar 

restraint for holding an animal in place, allowing a radius in which it can move about. 

 

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on the first offense, a 

misdemeanor of the fourth degree on the second offense, and a misdemeanor of the first degree 

on the third or any subsequent offense. Notwithstanding the foregoing penalties, if an animal 

becomes sick or injured as a result of a violation of this section, then whoever violates this 

section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

 

505.05 IMPOUNDING AND DISPOSITION; RECORDS. 
 

(a) A police officer or animal warden may impound every animal or dog within the Municipality 

found in violation of Section 505.03. Any dog or animal impounded shall not be released except 

upon the payment of reasonable expenses for its taking and keeping. Any dog or animal not 
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redeemed within three days of the time it is seized or impounded may be sold or otherwise 

disposed of as provided by Ohio R.C. 955.16. 

 

(b) Impounded Dog. 

 

(1) If an impounded dog is not wearing a valid registration tag, the dog shall forthwith be 

turned over to an officer charged by law with the custody and disposal of such dogs. 

 

(2) If feasible, the dog should be checked for identification by means of a microchip.   

 

(3) If the dog is wearing a valid registration tag or the identity of the owner, keeper, or 

harborer is otherwise established, notice shall immediately be given to such owner, 

keeper, or harborer that the dog has been impounded. Notice may be by telephone or by 

ordinary mail to the last known address of such owner, keeper, or harborer. 

 

(4) A record of all dogs impounded, the disposition of the same, the owner's name and 

address, if known, and a statement of any costs or receipts involving such dog shall be 

kept. 

 

(c) Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) is hereby permitted within the City. 

 

505.07 ANNUAL REGISTRATION OF DOGS; TAGS REQUIRED. 
 

(a) Except for guide dogs registered under Ohio R.C. 955.011 and dogs kept by an institution or 

organization for teaching and research purposes under Ohio R.C. 955.16, no person within the 

Municipality shall own, keep or harbor a dog more than three months of age without annually 

registering the dog with the County Auditor. Any dog without a valid registration tag attached to 

said dog shall be subject to impoundment and disposition as provided by Ohio R.C. 955.16. 

 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 

 

505.08 KEEPING OR TRAINING ANIMALS FOR FIGHTING. 

No person shall keep, harbor or own any animal for the purpose of fighting, or train any animal 

for the purpose of causing or encouraging such animal to make unprovoked attacks, cause injury 

or otherwise threaten the safety of human beings or domestic animals. 

 

505.09 ABANDONED ANIMALS. 

 

(a) No owner or keeper of a dog, cat, or other domestic animal shall abandon the animal.  

 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

 

505.11 KILLING OR INJURING ANIMALS. 

 

(a) No person shall maliciously, or willfully kill or injure a dog, cat, or any other domestic 

animal. This section does not apply to a licensed veterinarian acting in an official capacity, a 

7.a.c

Packet Pg. 154

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 R

ey
n

o
ld

sb
u

rg
 C

h
ap

te
r 

50
5 

P
ro

p
o

se
d

 R
ev

is
io

n
s 

- 
F

in
al

 R
ep

o
rt

 C
le

an
 V

er
si

o
n

  (
A

m
en

d
 5

05
.0

1 
D

ef
in

it
io

n
s 

o
f 

C
h

 5
05

 A
n

im
al

s 
&

 F
o

w
l)



police officer, game warden, park ranger, or animal control officer protecting the public or 

themselves from serious injury from a dangerous animal.  

 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.  

 

505.13 CHICKENS. 

 

(a) Purpose. The regulations of this section are established to permit the keeping of chickens in a 

manner that prevents nuisances to occupants of nearby properties and prevents conditions that 

are unsanitary or unsafe. 

 

(b) The keeping of chickens and cages, coops and enclosures for the keeping of such animals, 

shall be governed by the following regulations. 

 

(1) In Residential Districts. In Residential Districts, the following regulations shall apply: 

 

A. Number. No more than six (6) chickens shall be kept on a parcel of land. 

 

B. Setbacks. The coops, cages, or runs housing such chickens may only be located 

on the buildable area of the parcel and not be located in front yard or side yard 

areas.  

 

C. Prohibitions. No roosters may be kept in a Residential District. 

 

D. Coops and Cages. All chickens shall be provided with a covered, predator-

proof coop or cage or other shelter that is thoroughly ventilated, designed to be 

easily accessed and cleaned, and of sufficient size to permit free movement of the 

animals exclusive of areas used for storage of materials or vehicles. The total area 

of all coops or cages shall meet the minimum standards set forth by applicable 

ASPCA or farmers association guidelines.  The sizes of the coops and cages may 

not exceed any applicable building and/or zoning restrictions. 

 

E. Enclosures and Fences. Chickens shall have access to an outdoor enclosure 

adequately fenced or otherwise bounded to contain the birds on the property and 

to prevent access by dogs and other predators.  The size of any enclosure shall 

meet the minimum standards set forth by applicable ASPCA or farmers 

association guidelines.  The sizes of any enclosure may not exceed any applicable 

building and/or zoning restrictions. 

 

F. Feed Storage. Chicken feed must be kept in a rodent and predator proof 

container.    

 

(c) Permit required.  In addition to any requirements set forth herein, the owner, keeper or 

harborer of chickens shall be required to obtain a permit to own, keep or harbor chickens from 

the City of Reynoldsburg.  The permit shall be issued at no cost.  In addition, any person owning 

chickens shall also be required to obtain all necessary building and/or zoning permits.    
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505.15 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS; CRUELTY TO COMPANION ANIMALS. 

 

(a) No person shall: 

 

(1) Torture an animal, deprive one of necessary sustenance, unnecessarily or cruelly beat, 

needlessly mutilate or kill, or impound or confine an animal without supplying it during 

the confinement with a sufficient quantity of good wholesome food and water; 

 

(2) Commit an act of cruelty against an animal.  

 

(3) Impound or confine an animal without affording it, during the confinement, access to 

shelter from wind, rain, snow, heat, cold or excessive direct sunlight, if it can reasonably 

be expected that the animal would otherwise become sick or in some other way suffer. 

This division does not apply to animals impounded or confined prior to slaughter. For the 

purpose of this section, “shelter” means an manmade enclosure, windbreak; 

 

(4) Carry or convey an animal in a cruel or inhumane manner; 

 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

 

505.17 NUISANCE CONDITIONS PROHIBITED. 

 

(a) No person shall keep or harbor any animal or fowl within the Municipality so as to create 

noxious or offensive odors or unsanitary conditions which are a menace to the health, comfort or 

safety of the public. 

 

(b) Any animal which destroys or damages any lawn, tree, shrub, plant, building or other 

property other than property of its owner or person in charge or control of such animal by 

scratching, digging, running loose, defecating or urinating, or otherwise injures property of 

others as described above is hereby declared a nuisance. 

 

(c) Any person being the owner of or in charge or control of any animal shall immediately 

remove all feces deposited by such animal from another person's property, including public parks 

or other public property. The responsible person in charge or control of such animal shall 

immediately dispose of same in a sanitary manner. 

 

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor, however, if within one year 

of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of violating this section the offender is 

guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, and if the offender has two or more violations of 

this section within one year the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor in the third degree. 

 

(e) If the offender has two or more violations of this section within one year, the animal may be 

seized and removed from the City.   

 

505.19 BARKING OR HOWLING DOG OR OTHER ANIMAL. 
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(a) No person shall own, harbor or keep in custody a dog which creates unreasonably loud 

and disturbing noises of such a character, intensity and duration as to disturb the peace, quiet and 

good order of the city, to be detrimental to the life and health of any individual, or is likely to 

cause inconvenience or annoyance to persons of ordinary sensibilities.   

 

(b) Division (a) of this section does not apply to owners, operators or employees of licensed 

veterinary hospitals, licensed kennels, or licensed animal boarding establishments, nor does this 

section apply to blind, deaf or hearing impaired, or mobility impaired persons when the dog 

serves as an assistance dog. 

 

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor, however, if within one year 

of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of violating this section the offender is 

guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, and if the offender has two or more violations of 

this section within one year the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor in the third degree. 

 

505.23 ANIMAL BITES; REPORTS AND QUARANTINE. 

 

(a) (1) Whenever any person is bitten by a dog or other animal, report of such bite shall be 

made to the Health Commissioner within twenty-four hours. The dog or other animal 

inflicting a bite shall immediately be examined by a qualified veterinarian and results of 

such examination shall be reported to the Health Commissioner within twenty-four hours. 

At the direction of the Health Commissioner, the dog or other animal shall either be 

confined by its owner or harborer to his premises away from the public at large, or be 

placed under supervision of a veterinarian at the owner's or harborer's expense. The 

isolation or observation period shall not be less than ten days from the date the person 

was bitten at which time a report of the condition of the animal shall be made to the 

Health Commissioner. 

 

(2) No person shall fail to comply with the requirements of this section or with any order 

of the Health Commissioner made pursuant thereto, nor fail to immediately report to the 

Health Commissioner any symptom or behavior suggestive of rabies. 

 

(b) No owner, keeper, or harborer of any dog, cat or ferret shall fail to have same animal 

vaccinated against rabies.  Nor shall any animal impounded by the City be released until proof is 

shown that the animal has been vaccinated against rabies.    

 

(c) No owner, keeper or harborer of a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal, as defined in 

505.01(b) shall fail to report any incident of dog or animal bite within one hour to the City 

animal control officer or the City Police Department or the County Board of Health. 

 

(d) Whoever violates divisions (a) or (b) is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. Whoever violates 

division (c) is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

 

505.25 HUNTING PROHIBITED. 
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(a) No person shall hunt, kill or attempt to kill any animal or fowl by the use of firearms, bow 

and arrow, air rifle or any other means within the corporate limits of the Municipality. 

 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 

 

505.27 COLORING RABBITS OR BABY POULTRY; SALE OR DISPLAY OF 

POULTRY. 

 

(a) No person within the Municipality shall dye or otherwise color any rabbit or baby poultry, 

including, but not limited to, chicks and ducklings. No person within the Municipality shall sell, 

offer for sale, expose for sale, raffle or give away any rabbit or baby poultry which has been 

dyed or otherwise colored. No poultry younger than four weeks of age may be sold, given away 

or otherwise distributed to any person in lots of less than six. Stores, shops, vendors and others 

offering young poultry for sale or other distribution shall provide and operate brooders or other 

heating devices that may be necessary to maintain poultry in good health, and shall keep 

adequate food and water available to the poultry at all times. 

 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 

 

505.33 KEEPING WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMALS. 

 

(a) No person shall own or harbor any wild or exotic animal or animal within the municipality 

unless otherwise permitted under Ohio law. 

 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. Each day such 

violation occurs or continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

505.35 CONTROL AND HARBORING OF VICIOUS OR DANGEROUS DOGS AND 

OTHER VICIOUS OR DANGEROUS ANIMALS. 

 

(a) No person shall own, keep, or harbor any vicious dog or other vicious animal, as defined in 

section 505.01(k) within the municipality. 

 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, on each 

subsequent offense is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree and the vicious dog or other 

vicious animal shall be seized, impounded; and humanely destroyed. 

 

505.37 DANGEROUS DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS; PERMIT REQUIRED; FEE; 

IMPOUNDING. 
 

(a) In addition to registration of a dog as required by Section 505.07 and Ohio R.C. Sections 

955.03 and 955.09, the owner, keeper or harborer of a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal 

as defined in 505.01(b) shall pay a permit fee to own, keep or harbor a dangerous dog to the City 

of Reynoldsburg at a cost set in the City’s fee schedule for such permit in addition to the 

payment of any fee for registration of the dog as required by the Ohio Revised Code and these 

Codified Ordinances. 
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(1) The owner, keeper, or harborer of such dangerous dog or dangerous animal shall pay 

for the permit at the Reynoldsburg City Auditor's Office and receive a receipt. The 

receipt shall be presented to the Chief of Police in order to obtain a permit. 

 

(b)  (1) The permit to own, keep or harbor a dangerous dog or dangerous animal shall be valid 

only during the calendar year in which the permit is issued, and during the first twenty 

days of the following calendar year. 

 

(2) The permit fee for any dangerous dog or other dangerous animal is thirty dollars 

($30.00) if purchased prior to July 1st of any calendar year. If the permit is purchased on 

or after July 1st of any calendar year, the permit fee is fifteen dollars ($15.00). 

 

(c) No owner, keeper or harborer of a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal, as defined in 

section 505.01(b), shall fail to publicly display a sign on the premises where the dangerous dog 

or other dangerous animal is kept or harbored that notifies the public of the presence of a 

dangerous dog or other dangerous animal on the property of the owner, keeper or harborer. The 

owner, keeper or harborer of the dog shall provide such sign which shall contain, in lettering that 

is at least two inches in height, the statement "caution, beware of dangerous dog or other 

dangerous animal" or other statement that provides reasonable notice of the presence of a 

dangerous dog or other dangerous animal on the premises. 

 

(d) No person shall own, keep, or harbor any dangerous dog or other dangerous animal, as 

defined in section 505.01(b) without registering and obtaining a permit as required in divisions 

(a) and (b) of this section for such dangerous dog or other dangerous animal. 

 

(e) Any owner, keeper or harborer of any dangerous dog, as defined in division 505.01(b), shall 

provide satisfactory evidence of the fact that the dangerous dog has been neutered or spayed. 

 

(f) Any owner, keeper or harborer of a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal, as defined in 

section 505.01(b), shall provide satisfactory evidence of the fact that the dog has been 

permanently identified by means of a microchip and the dog's microchip number.  

 

(g) Whoever violates division (c), (d), (e) or (f) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 

third degree and the animal control officer shall seize and impound the dangerous dog or other 

dangerous animal in the municipality that is not properly confined or restrained, pursuant to Ohio 

R.C. 955.22(A) to (D), until such time as the owner, keeper or harborer of the dangerous dog or 

other dangerous animal demonstrates compliance with Ohio R.C. 955.22(A) to (D). If the owner 

does not comply with the provisions of Ohio R.C. 955.22(A) to (D) within three (3) days of such 

seizure, then the dangerous dog or other dangerous animal shall be humanely destroyed. 

 

(h) No owner, keeper or harborer of a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal, as defined in 

division 505.01(b) shall fail to report to the city animal control officer or a police officer the theft 

or loss of a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal within five hours of the discovery of the 

theft or loss. 
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(i) Whoever violates division (h) is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 
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