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PUBLIC SAFETY, LAW AND COURTS COMMITTEE MEETING 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee – Committee Meeting – January 22, 2018 

4. NEW LEGISLATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Liquor Permit Request #2464010 El Burrito Loco Y Pupuseria LLC 

 

b. ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE SIX (6) POLICE 

CRUISERS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE REYNOLDSBURG 

POLICE DEPARTMENT.  

 

c. ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE FOUR (4) POLICE 

CRUISERS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE REYNOLDSBURG 

POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR.  

 

d. ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING  “MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING - 

FRANKLIN COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE”; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

http://www.ci.reynoldsburg.oh.us/
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e. ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT 

FROM THE CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST.  

5. LEGISLATION FOR SECOND READING 

a. ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  Amending Section 505.01 DEFINITIONS of Chapter 

505 ANIMALS AND FOWL. (First Reading 1/22/2018).  

6. LEGISLATION FOR THIRD READING 

a. ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT 

FROM THE CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST. (Second Reading 1/22/2018). 

 



MINUTES COMMITTEE MEETING 

REYNOLDSBURG PUBLIC SAFETY, LAW AND COURTS COMMITTEE 

January 22, 2018 
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Chairman Marshall Spalding called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM 

 

PRESENT: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner, Joseph 

ABSENT:  

 

Approval of Agenda 

Addition of item 4b ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  Amending Section 505.01 DEFINITIONS of Chapter 505 ANIMALS 

AND FOWL. 

 

Motion to amend by Councilman Spalding, Second by Mr. Baker 

Agenda amended by unanimous affirmative voice vote. 

Approval of Minutes 

a. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee – Committee Meeting – January 8, 2018 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 

NEW LEGISLATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

LIQUOR PERMIT REQUEST #22348152830 DOLGEN MIDWEST LLC DBA DOLLAR 

GENERAL STORE 18705 

Chief Early:  This was an application by Dollar General, which is a nationwide company for a C-1 

Permit, which would be so that you can go in there just like you would Kroger's and purchase either 

beer or wine to take off the site and consume.  There was nothing that we found objectionable in the 

background that we would not recommend you to approve this. 

 

Mr. Baker:  What kind of liquor will they be selling?  The hard stuff or the? 

 

Chief Early:  It's usually just beer and wine sir. 

 

Mr. Spalding:  This will require no action then. 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  AMENDING SECTION 505.01 DEFINITIONS OF CHAPTER 505 

ANIMALS AND FOWL. --- Spalding. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 

Mr. Spalding:  This is the amended thing that has been added and it is a discussion to amend Section 

505.01 Definitions of Chapter 505 Animals and Fowl.  To repeal Section 505.1M-5.  This deals with 

the vicious animal act.  What it deals with mainly is breed specific language.  Many other cities 

around the area, Reynoldsburg is one of the last few cities in the area now that still has breed specific 

language in their vicious dog act.  I will read what we have in there currently and what it is that I'm 
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proposing that we remove.  Vicious animals belongs to a breed that is commonly known as Pit-Bull 

dog.  The ownership, keeping, or harboring of such a dog, commonly known as a Pit-Bull dog, shall 

be *inaudible evidence that ownership, keeping, or harboring of a vicious dog or other vicious 

animal.  So, this is the only place in there that specifically lines out that particular breed of dog.  The 

whole rest of it deals with vicious dogs, deals with vicious animals, deals with vicious situations.  

That's the only place that it says that particular breed specific language.  That is in fact what we're 

going to open up for discussion this evening.  New Albany just finished theirs.  Bexley's done theirs.  

So, Reynoldsburg really is about the last one.  We're also having difficulty about having it to be 

enforced.  We had it overturned in court in Licking County and we'll ask Jed as we do this 

discussion to share a little bit more information, as well as the Chief, as to where we stand and what 

we have done with this particular bill since it's been passed.  We do have a yellow slip from Mr. 

Sowell.  Could you come up and discuss this item sir? 

 

Mr. Sowell:  My name is Bruce Sowell, 2100 Brice Road.  I was on the Ad Hoc Committee 4-years 

ago.  For the last time for the city *inaudible as long as it's been enforced.  I know you've gotten 

some articles from me about the Pit- Bull.  Last year there were 40 deaths in the United States.  Over 

half were caused by the Pit-Bull breed.  A lot of them were done by neighborhood family pets or 

unknown pets.  These dogs can get to, they come anywhere 110 and 120 pounds.  Now, the basic 

thing you'll hear is that somebody will tell you, well, it's the owner.  It's not the owner.  Just recently 

had a death of a 3-year old, which was a week and a half ago.  They just had the thing in the house 

for two days.  I have nieces and nephews.  I have to be concerned about them.  If you're going to 

make this change or you're going to do this stuff and what you need to do is let the public decide.  

It's like I've always said, I can go whatever the public decides, but we can make the changes.  Also, 

we can do is we can make some requirements in here.  Reynoldsburg is not the only city that's left.  

There's consequently 50 other communities in the State of Ohio who also have this ban as well.  If 

you need any information I can get it for you.  Go to dogbite.org.  Find anything you need to find 

out.  I'm very concerned about the deaths mainly for 7-year olds and elderly and senior citizens.  It's 

not always the owner.  It's the dog.  People have had these dogs for 5 to 6 years and all of the sudden 

they turn.  What we should do, if you're going to own those dogs here you carry liability insurance, 

at least 2 million.  It must be *inaudible when in public and on a leash.  They should also be spade 

and neutered.  The final thing that we need to do is hire an animal control officer.  Now, when you 

get this insurance waiver, it should be made payable to the city, so that way we know that the 

victims can be compensated for.  You look at any victim of a dog bite or dog bites dealing with Pit- 

Bulls, these injuries are serious and deadly.  Please do not bring that back to the city.  I'm asking you 

and now, like I said, this should be decided by not just 7 people, but 34,000 residents.  17,000 of 

them voters, I believe.  Give me the opportunity, along with my fellow voters to decide this issue.  

Thank you. 

 

Mr. Luzader:  Most of you folks know me.  I've got dogs.  I've brought my dogs to the Council 

meetings for years.  I have never met a dog that I cannot get along with.  One of the things that I do 

agree with Mr. Sowell on, I personally don't have a problem with any kind of dog, but that's me 

personally.  As an elected official, if my constituents tell me this is what they want, I have to listen 

to my constituents.  I know we've talked to Mr. Hood about this a couple of different times.  I think 

we ought to instead of just coming in and striking this, I think ought to give Mr. Hood a chance to 
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maybe go through the entire ordinance, see if there's anything we need to do to strengthen it before 

we just go in and strike line items out of the ordinance.  I would like to give Mr. Hood a chance to 

take a look at this and see what he could come up with. 

 

Mr. Spalding:  While I agree and we certainly would like to hear from you, the portion that we have 

the motion on, that we're discussing right now at this point though is the specific breed.  Not 

strengthening or weakening the rest of the bill.  The rest of the violent animal and violent dog thing 

is still very strongly intact and I think it was well written.  If you think that we need to go back and 

re-write that, whether there's some weakness in that, that's great.  That's a different issue than simply 

taking out breed specific information on one animal that we've singled out as specifically it is a 

vicious dog no matter what because that's really what it says.  I'm not sure that that's true anymore 

and we're not enforcing.  Mr. Hood could we get an idea of what has transpired here. 

 

Mr. Hood:  Do you have a specific question?  What transpired around us?  I'm not sure what you 

mean. 

 

Mr. Spalding:  For instance, what happened with the one instance that we did have in Licking 

County that did go to court.  How did that go? 

 

Mr. Hood:  The 5th District over ruled the trial court’s decision in our favor.  So, we are no longer 

enforcing this in Licking County and the 5th District portion.  The 10th District does advise you, 

before, has not made a decision.  The line share in the city is in the 10th District.  A smaller portions 

in the 5th, but for the sake of uniformity we have suspended enforcement of the breed specific law 

and has since the *inaudible.   

 

Mr. Spalding:  So, we are enforcing it here in Franklin County then? 

 

Mr. Hood:  Well, no.  We're not enforcing it.  We suspended it. 

 

Mr. Spalding:  We're not enforcing it in Licking County.  We're not enforcing it in Franklin County.  

We're not enforcing it in Fairfield County.  So, we're not enforcing it at all. 

 

Mr. Hood:  Specifically, yes. 

 

Mr. Spalding:  Right, ok, and I guess that point I'm trying to make is if we have a lot we're not 

enforcing, then why is it there?  Maybe it should be. 

 

Mr. Hood:  You all decide.  That's the legislative process Chairman Spalding.  I think that's why it's 

appropriate for debate and ultimately vote and that's why you guys get to decide.  Are there any 

other questions? 

 

Mr. Spalding:  Not for you.   

 

Ms. Bryant:  As I recall, there was another case in Licking County where a family *inaudible 
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(microphone not turned on). 

 

Mr. Hood:  I'm not aware of that case.  No, I don't think it was a Reynoldsburg case.  There was just 

one case and it went to the 5th and we were overturned. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  Have you had any incidences where someone has *inaudble (microphone not turned 

on) 

 

Mr. Hood:  We have dismissed cases. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  *inaudible 

 

Mr. Hood:  No, I'm happy to prepare a memo pointing out the distinguishing or the differences 

between the revised code and the ordinance.  The ordinances predate the revised code, the changes 

that were made a few years ago.  I have advised Council, prior to you coming on in executive 

session, where I believe it is in firm, setting aside for the moment the notion of breed specific or 

non-specific legislation components.  The definition of a vicious nuisance and dangerous dog, I 

believe, are in firm to protect our public.  That's one of the reasons, after this decision came out, I 

advised Council to take up this decision again and look for a better ordinance that we could use. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  *inaudible 

 

Mr. Hood:  Yes, the tricky part is where we conflict with the state law.  The decision was we can't 

conflict with the state law.  The state doesn't require.  I'm not sure how we could.  Same thing with 

collars and chipping and all that kind of stuff.  I can go back through the state law and kind of give 

you the bullet points, if you'd like that.  Prepare a memo and get that to you by the end of the week. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  *inaudible. 

 

Mr. Hood:  Sure. 

 

Mr. Spalding:  Chief, we don't have to have specific numbers, but can you give us a rough idea over 

the past 3-years of how many citations we really have issued for this? 

 

Chief Early:  Generally, the police department’s involvement in these matters is when somebody is 

actually bitten.  We will take a police report and the reason for that is so we can ensure that the 

person that's been bitten gets verification to the owner of the dog that it had its shots and all that.  I 

can assure you having been through this back and forth, us as officers we are certainly not subject 

experts on a Pit-Bull vs not a Pit-Bull.  We don't tend to get a lot of dog bite reports if that's what 

you're asking me and to my knowledge, since what happened in Licking County, I don't think we've 

actually cited anybody under that ordinance since then. 

 

Mr. Spalding:  Because you would do the same procedure if it was a Chihuahua or for a Great Dane.  

A dog bite is a dog bite.  So, really, it has nothing to do with Pit-Bull or not Pit-Bull.  It has to do 
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with a dog that bit someone, which is part of what we have in our bill.  There is a process which 

makes nothing but good sense.  

 

Mr. Baker:  The City of Columbus got rid of their Pit-Bull ban a few years ago because they come to 

the conclusion that it wasn't being enforced, it was a waste of time and that they are going off of 

Ohio Revised Code, which specifically speaks to vicious dogs and how to handle it.  For us to keep 

this on the books is basically mute when you've got the largest city, almost the largest city in the 

state, basically get away with theirs.  I don't see why we should just keep them on because a vicious 

dog is a vicious dog no matter what kind of breed it is or how it was raised or anything about that, so 

I think switching it to just vicious dogs, in general, basically not single out a specific breed because 

there are some dogs out there that, you know, by nature they're just rough, but then there's other dogs 

that are not.  Just to basically single out one individual breed, I don't think that's right. 

 

Ms. Bryant:  *inaudible 

 

Mr. Hood:  The amount of time? 

 

Ms. Bryant:  *inaudible 

 

Mr. Hood:  I can get that to you. 

 

Mr. Clemens:  I voted for this.  I listened to it for 6-months, if you want to know what time it was.  I 

have no intention on changing it.  Licking County and Newark and Columbus can do whatever the 

hell they want.  I don't really care.  I mean, even *inaudible not to do it.  I'm here to keep the city 

safe.  Ward 1 and Ward 4 need to be controlled and especially Ward 4.  So far nobody's said any 

reason why this should be changed.  If you're interested in it you should have been here when we did 

it for 6 or 8 months.  I see no reason to change it.  We're not enforcing it and everybody seems to be 

happy.  I have no intention of changing my vote.  I don't care if you sit here for 2-months, so do 

whatever you want, but I can't see any reason to make a change on something that's been adopted 

and has been no problem with and again I say, just because Columbus did it that is not showing you 

anything good or anybody else.  We've got to worry about what happens in Reynoldsburg, the safety 

of the people here, safety of the kids, and that's all I'm interested in.  I'm not interested in everybody 

else around the nation.  I'm interested right here about Reynoldsburg and the people that are here and 

that's the way it's going to be. 

 

Mr. Sowell:  The City of Columbus, the police respond to a lot of those dog complaints.  April, I 

know has a list of *inaudible plus the fact I have *inaudible work there and they can tell you it's no 

picnic out there where all these Pit-Bulls running loose.  A lot of these Pit-Bulls are owned by drug 

dealers and all this kind of stuff.  Two Toledo Officers were seriously injured just last week.  One 

guy is going to have to have major surgery on his leg.  We don't need that.  We don't have that 

problem now.  What we're doing is by making this change because they say that breed specific 

language and that's a *inaudible that technically goes out.  You're right, any dog can be vicious.  

Yes, all dogs bite, but I've never seen a Chihuahua kill anybody.  This 3-year old death was 

preventable.  That's all I'm saying.  It's something that shouldn't have never happened.  That dog was 
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in a house two days.  I don't want that to happen to my nieces and nephews.  That's my concern.   

 

Mr. Baker:  Going back to Mel, I agree with you.  We need to focus on what's best for 

Reynoldsburg, but we can't sit up here and say everybody's happy because apparently there are a lot 

of people that aren't happy and there are some people that are happy.  You're correct about that; 

however, just categorizing Ward 4 and Ward 1 and saying it needs to be controlled, I think that's not 

a good language to use because it's trying to say that it’s more of mob rule in those areas among Pit-

Bulls, which isn't true.  What I'm saying is, the fact that we're singling out a specific breed because 

some incidents.  Any dog can be vicious.  It's just that what's been going on over the years about the 

breeds of Pit-Bulls have been given them a bad name, which I don't think it's right because not all of 

them are bad.  That's just like saying shoplifters is a bad person and should be sent to the electric 

chair.  That's not true.  They just made a bad error.  I'm just saying that I don't think it's right for us 

to specifically call out a specific breed just because of that.  I just don't think that's right.   

 

Mr. Clemens:  I did make a mistake.  I meant to say all of Reynoldsburg.  I don't care about Ward 1 

anymore than I do the rest of it.  Everybody.   

 

Mr. Joseph:  I sat here for the same discussion when we hashed through this some years back and the 

Ad Hoc Committee spent a lot of time reviewing it.  They made recommendations of which we 

accepted none of them including clamping down on vicious dogs.  What's different between a Pit-

Bull and a German Shepherd or a Rottweiler.  I remember back in the 80's the Doberman Pincher 

was the dog everybody was scared of.  Then it was the Rottweiler.  The biggest change between then 

and now is that we've had the 5th District Court rule that it's un-enforceable and we have not 

enforced anywhere in the city.  That's the biggest difference between then and now.  We have not 

had any outbreaks of bites and things like that.  While we're waiting for Mr. Hood's report, I would 

recommend that we move this on for the first reading.  It gives everyone more time to think about 

questions for the next meeting and study the report from Mr. Hood prior to the next committee 

meeting and then pick it up again there.  Thank you.   

 

Unknown:  *inaudible (away from microphone) 

RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 1/22/2018 7:34 PM 

MOVER: Marshall Spalding, Chairman 

SECONDER: Kristin Bryant, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 

LEGISLATION FOR SECOND READING 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT FROM THE 

CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST. --- Spalding. Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee. 
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RESULT: REFERRED TO COUNCIL [UNANIMOUS] Next: 1/22/2018 7:34 PM 

MOVER: Marshall Spalding, Chairman 

SECONDER: Stacie Baker, At-Large Councilmember 

AYES: Spalding, Baker, Bryant, Skinner 
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Clerk of Council 
April Beggerow 

7232 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6836 phone 

 

 

Memo 

 

DATE:  February 12, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

CC:   

RE:  Liquor Permit Request #2464010 El Burrito Loco Y Pupuseria LLC 

 

Permit request attached. 

 

El Burrito Loco Y Pupuseria LLC 

dba El Burrito Loco Y Pupuseria  

1363 Brice Rd 

Reynoldsburg 
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Police Department 
Bill Early 

7240 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6935 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 12, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE SIX (6) 

POLICE CRUISERS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE 

REYNOLDSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT.  

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 

Completed 

Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

The Reynoldsburg Division of Police is requesting permission from City Council to purchase six 

Police cruisers from account 110.111.5632 totaling $391,168.80. The vehicles will be purchased 

from Lebanon Ford, who is currently on the state bid list. # RS900718. Please see the attached 

detailed documentation for the purchase of the vehicles.  
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Police Department 
Bill Early 

7240 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6935 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 12, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO PURCHASE FOUR (4) 

POLICE CRUISERS AND RELATED EQUIPMENT FOR THE 

REYNOLDSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND 

APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR. 

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 

Completed 

Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

Since 2015 the city has taken in an estimated $370,400.91 in cruiser rental fees which 

was placed in the general fund. We are asking for $260,779.20 be appropriated from the 

general fund account to the Motor Vehicle account 110.111.5632 to purchase an 

additional 4 cruisers with equipment.  This will bring our vehicle fleet to an acceptable 

level as well as ensure the safety of the citizens. Please see the attached detailed 

documentation for pricing. Requesting permission to purchase from Lebanon Ford, the 

state bid number being RS900718.  
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City Attorney's Office 
Jed Hood 

7232 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 12, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING “MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING -  FRANKLIN COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE”; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 

Completed 

Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

Emergency/Suspension: Emergency 

Reason For Emergency: Immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety 

The Reynoldsburg Division of Police request for City Council Members to approve the Franklin 

County Drug Task Force Agreement. Please reference the attached Drug Task Force Agreement.  

4.d

Packet Pg. 117



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 118

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 119

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 120

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 121

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 122

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 123

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 124

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 125

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 126

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 127

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 128

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 129

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 130

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



4.d.a

Packet Pg. 131

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

 (
F

ra
n

kl
in

 C
o

 D
ru

g
 T

as
k 

F
o

rc
e 

A
g

re
em

en
t)



Police Department 
Bill Early 

7240 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6935 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 12, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT 

FROM THE CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST. 

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 
Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

The Reynoldsburg Division of Police has officially removed cruiser 251 from service. We are 

asking permission to remove this item from the fixed asset list. Please see the attached memo 

from the City of Reynoldsburg Fleet Maintenance Department.  
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Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 
Marshall Spalding 

614-440-7311 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 12, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 

CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  Amending Section 505.01 

DEFINITIONS of Chapter 505 ANIMALS AND FOWL. 

 

Approval: 

Skipped 

Brad McCloud 

Skipped 

Jed Hood 
Stephen Cicak 
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ORDINANCE NO.                           PASSED:                   

                              

 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO:  Amending Section 505.01 DEFINITIONS of Chapter 505 

ANIMALS AND FOWL. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That Section 505.01 DEFINITIONS of Chapter 505 ANIMALS AND FOWL of 

the Code of Ordinances of the City of Reynoldsburg be and is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

See Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein. 

 

 

SECTION 2.  That existing Section 505.01 of Chapter 505 be and are hereby repealed and 

replaced. 

 

SECTION 3.  That upon adoption by Council this ordinance shall be in effect thirty days 

following signature by the Mayor. 

___________________________                                    

      Doug Joseph, President of Council 

 

 

ATTEST:____________________________                                        

  April L. Beggerow Clerk of Council 

 

 

APPROVED: _______________________________DATE________________ 

Bradley L. McCloud, Mayor 

 

CERTIFICATE 

 

I, April L. Beggerow, Clerk of Council, City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio do hereby certify the 

foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Ordinance No.       as passed by Council of said City 

on the       day of               and as recorded in the Record of Proceedings of said Council. 

 

____________________________    

April L. Beggerow, Clerk of Council 

 

 

Filed with Mayor: __________  Published: ___________________ 
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505.01  DEFINITIONS. 

 

   As used in this chapter certain words are defined as follows, unless the context otherwise 

requires: 

   (a)   "Animal" means any live, vertebrate creature, domestic or wild. 

   (b)   "Dangerous dog or other dangerous animal" means a dog or other animal that meets any of 

following: 

      1.   A dog or other animal, that without provocation and subject to subsection (m)(2) below, 

has chased or approached in either a menacing fashion or an apparent attitude of attack, or has 

attempted to bite or otherwise endanger any person, or causes physical harm to property as defined 

by section 501.01(n) or serious physical harm to property as defined by section 501.01(z), while 

that dog or other animal is off the premises of its owner, keeper or harborer and not under the 

reasonable control of its owner, keeper, harborer or some other reasonable person, or not 

physically restrained or confined in a locked pen which has a top or other locked enclosure which 

has a top. 

      2.   A dog or other animal that behaves in a manner that a reasonable person would believe 

poses a serious and unjustified imminent threat of serious physical harm or death to one or more 

persons, domestic animals or farm animals. 

      3.   “Dangerous Dog” does not include either of the following: 

         A.   A police dog that has chased or approached in either a menacing fashion or an apparent 

attitude of attack, or has attempted to bite or otherwise endanger any person while the police dog is 

being used to assist one or more law enforcement officers in the performance of their official 

duties. 

         B.   A dog that has chased or approached in either a menacing fashion or an apparent attitude 

of attack, or has attempted to bite or otherwise endanger any person while that person was 

committing or attempting to commit a trespass or other criminal offense on the property of the 

owner, keeper or harborer of the dog. 

   (c)   "Domesticated" means any animal which is accepted by the general public as tameable and 

bred as a tamed animal for the purposes of man.  These include, but are not limited to, dogs, house 

cats, gerbils, and guinea pigs. 

   (d)   "Exotic Animal" means any animal which is foreign and generally not native by birth to the 

local community. 

   (e)   "Farm animal" means, but is not limited to, cattle, sheep, goats, poultry or fowl, swine, 

horses, or mules. 

   (f)   "Hybrid" means the cross breeding of two or more species of animals that would not 

normally be bred together, including but not limited to, wolf-dog, coyote-dog, ocelot-house cat. 

   (g)   "Menacing fashion" means that a dog or other animal would cause any person being chased 

or approached to reasonably believe that the dog or other animal will cause physical injury to that 

person. 

   (h)   "Own, keep or harbor" means to have legal title to or custody or control over any dangerous 

animal or wild animal in the city, except as otherwise provided in Section 505.33. 

   (i)   "Owner" means any person, firm, association, or corporation owning or having a proprietary 

interest in or possession, custody, or charge of a work animal. 

   (j)   "Person" means any natural person, association, partnership, organization, or corporation. 

   (k)   "Police dog" means a dog that has been trained, and may be used, to assist one or more law 

enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties. 
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   (l)   "Serious physical harm" means serious physical harm as defined in section 501.01(y) and 

section 501.01(z). 

   (m)   "Vicious dog or other vicious animal" means a dog or other animal that meets any of the 

following: 

      1.   Without provocation, has killed or caused serious injury to any person: 

      2.   Without provocation, has caused injury, other than killing or serious injury, to any person, 

or has killed another dog or other animal; 

      3.   A dog or animal that has been trained for dog/animal fighting, or bred, or abused, or is kept 

primarily or in part for the purpose of dog/animal fighting. 

      4.   Any dog or animal with a known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack unprovoked, 

to cause injury or to otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals. 

      5.   Belongs to a breed that is commonly known as a pit bull dog. The ownership, keeping or 

harboring of such a dog, commonly known as a pit bull dog, shall be prima facie evidence of the 

ownership, keeping or harboring of a vicious dog or other vicious animal. 

      6 5.   "Vicious dog" does not include either of the following: 

         A.   A police dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any person or that has caused 

injury, other than killing or serious injury, to any person while the police dog is being used to assist 

one or more law enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties; 

         B.   A dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any person while that person was 

committing or attempting to commit a trespass or other criminal offense on the property of the 

owner, keeper or harborer of the dog. 

   (n)   "Wild Animal" means any non-domesticated animal which generally lives in its original 

natural state, and is not normally domesticated, and/or falls under the jurisdiction of the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources. 

   (o)   "Without provocation" means that a dog or other animal was not teased, tormented or 

abused by a person, or that the dog or other animal was not coming to the aid or the defense of a 

person who was not engaged in illegal or criminal activity and who was not using the dog or other 

animal as a means of carrying out such activity. 
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BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION (BSL) TIMELINE* 
Reynoldsburg, OH 

 Page 1 of 4 
* Timeline created by Lori Schwartzkopf using historical and current City of Reynoldsburg documents, public information 
requests, media reports and legal documents. 

1987 - Ohio enacted breed specific legislation that automatically declared the “pit bull” to be an inherently vicious 
dog.  

June 10, 1996  - BAN GOES IN PLACE Attorney Underwood Ordinance No. 76-96  12, 1996 - “The existing Chapter 505 
Animals and Fowl of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Reynoldsburg, Ohio, is hereby repealed in its entirely and 
the following new Chapter 505 is enacted to replace existing Chapter 505.” 

May 22, 2012 – COLUMBUS -- A bill to eliminate a 25-year-old Ohio law automatically declaring the "pit bull" an 
inherently vicious dog was overwhelmingly approved by the state House and is headed for Gov. John Kasich's 
signature.  
 

January 28, 2013 - Mr. Monte Leach, Reynoldsburg resident, comments on the unfairness of the pit bull ban in 
Reynoldsburg. He further comments on scientific research about dog temperament testing with pit bulls scoring 
better than most breeds. Councilman Barrett notes that he had earlier in the month received a call from a resident 
(Lori Schwartzkopf) in Columbus (with Reynoldsburg address) who made similar comments.   
 
February 3, 2013 – Lori Schwartzkopf contacts Jed Hood for the first of many times for information on how to 
approach the city about repeal of “pit bull” ban.  
 
May 17, 2013 – The city begins to cite city residents for 505.35A Control and Harboring a Vicious Dog. None of the 
dogs had exhibited any bad behavior. For example, one was seen through a window while an officer was on another 
call. For others, anonymous letters led officers to homes that contained “pit bull” type dogs. Citations for 505.35A 
violations go from 5 in 2012 to 24 in 2013 (380% increase). In 2014, 505.35A citations go up another 87.5% to 45 
before leveling out to zero in 2015.   
 
July 8, 2013 – Lori Schwartzkopf (Columbus) and Brad Hauser (Reynoldsburg) make first formal statement to City 
Council regarding repeal of BSL. Council asks no questions and does not refer issue to Safety Committee for further 
discussion.  

 
July 8, 2013 – 
September 1, 2013 –
Several Reynoldsburg 
residents request 
meetings with individual 
council members to 
discuss concerns the 
members may have 
about removing the 
ban. Councilmembers 
Cotner, McGrady, 
Barrett, Kelly and 
DeBrock all agreed to 
meet with their 
constituents. Despite 
repeated requests, 
there were no 
responses from 
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BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION (BSL) TIMELINE* 
Reynoldsburg, OH 

 Page 2 of 4 
* Timeline created by Lori Schwartzkopf using historical and current City of Reynoldsburg documents, public information 
requests, media reports and legal documents. 

Councilmembers Long and Clemens. Residents also met with Dan Skinner who later took Councilwoman DeBrock’s 
seat. 
 
November 11, 2013 – City refers issue to Ad Hoc Committee.  President Joseph suggests members for the committee 
and all were accepted by all council members with the exceptions of Councilmen Clemens and McGrady.  
 
November 25, 2013 – Councilman Long now objects to committee members and is supported by Councilwoman 
Kelley using “committee bias” and “lack of balance” as the reason. Ad Hoc Committee is dissolved with the statement 
from Long that “...there does need to be a committee to review this legislation.”  
 
February 10, 2014 – Residents addressed Council to reinstate the Ad Hoc Committee using minutes from November 
25th when Chairman Long stated he believed a committee was necessary. 
 
February 24, 2014 – New Ad Hoc Committee members approved by Council. Two new resident names were added by 
President Joseph and three new names added by Councilwoman Kelly.  
  
March 3, 2014 – Ad Hoc Committee membership approved at Special Council Meeting. Members of the committee 
are: Stephen J. Smith (Chairperson), Attorney at Law, Frost Brown Todd LLC, Scott Mueller, Canine Training 
Workshops, Reynoldsburg Business Owner, Joe Rock, Franklin County Animal Control Director (attended only 1 
meeting), Joel Melin, DVM, Owner, Animal Care Hospital of Reynoldsburg and Reynoldsburg residents: Monica 
DeBrock, Bruce Sowell, Mark McKenzie and Carrie Acosta. 
 
March 27, 2014 – First Ad Hoc Committee meeting. 
 
May 14, 2014 – Final Ad Hoc C ommittee meeting. 
 
May 27, 2014 – Ad Hoc Committee recommends 1) repeal of the breed specific language, 2) adding strong leash law, 
3) include tethering restrictions, 4)  remove exotic animal ordinance (to follow state) and additional items. 
Recommendations were sent to Safety Committee for “review/comment.”  
 
June 2014 – Recommendations are sent to City Attorney for review and comment.  
 
July 21, 2014 – First citizen trial, Wade vs. City of Reynoldsburg in Mayors Court was won by the city. The case was 
appealed to Licking County Municipal Court.   
 
July 28, 2014 – City Council votes to ignore ALL Ad Hoc Committee recommendations and leaves current Chapter 505 
exactly as it is. Vote was 5 (Cotner, Long, Barrett, Kelly and Clemens) to 1 (Skinner) in favor of that decision. McGrady 
was absent. 
 
August 19, 2014 – Wade vs. City of Reynoldsburg in Licking County Court. Case won by resident. Video of trail 
available. Judge Higgins stated he thought Reynoldsburg’s law was likely unconstitutional. 
 
September 26, 2014 – Pettibone vs. City of Reynoldsburg in Franklin County Court—dismissed by city.  
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BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION (BSL) TIMELINE* 
Reynoldsburg, OH 

 Page 3 of 4 
* Timeline created by Lori Schwartzkopf using historical and current City of Reynoldsburg documents, public information 
requests, media reports and legal documents. 

October 8, 2015 –  

 Russ vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed by city;  

 Mathers vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed (for the 2nd time).  
 
October 29, 2014 – Graven vs. City of Reynoldsburg in Licking County Municipal Court was won by the resident. Video 
of trial available. Judge Stansbury stated that the city did not prove that the dog was what they said it was (i.e., a pit 
bull). 
 
Since the case above was lost by the City of Reynoldsburg – no additional citations have been written to date. 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 
December 1, 2014 – Special Order issued by RPD under City Attorney direction that states: 
 
1.  If an officer is sent on a complaint of someone harboring a Pit Bull in the Licking County portion of the city (just in 
Licking County), just harboring a Pit Bull is not enough probable cause to charge the owner.  The Pit Bull must have 
displayed some form of aggressive act or behavior.  The officer will need to document the fact that the dog is 
identified as a Pit Bull and document if it has displayed aggressive behavior in the report and on any probable cause 
forms for the criminal complaint. 

 

2.  All officers can be dispatched to and investigate Pit Bull complaints as required.  OFC Scalmato does have 
additional training and can be used as a resource, but other officers can handle complaints/investigations as they are 
received.  
 
December 15, 2014 – Franklin County Court:  

 Borbely vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed by the city.  

 Severance vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed city;  

 D. Smith vs. City of Reynoldsburg case dismissed.  
 
February 26, 2015 – Reynoldsburg officials receive information request regarding history of BSL installment, 
enforcement and contributions to public safety.  
 
April 30, 2015 – Attorney General Office contacted for assistance with getting information from the city (see above 
request). Jeff Clark, Esq. discussed mediation with Reynoldsburg City Attorney Hood who declined. 
 
June 4, 2015 – Attorney General Office contacted again for assistance in getting the information request, now 70 
days post-submittal, from the city. Email request was again sent to Jed Hood but no response was received.  
 
March 21, 2016 – Darlene Russ decides to sue the city because although her first case was dismissed October 8, 
2015, it was dismissed (as were all other cases) without prejudice so the city could come back at any time and cite 
her again.  Licking County Municipal Court Judge Stansbury ruled for the City of Reynoldsburg. Darlene immediately 
appealed to the Fifth District Appeals Court. 
 
The consultant legal fees from Eastman & Smith LTD cost Reynoldsburg tax payers $29,598 according to records 
released by the city to Lori Schwartzkopf. 
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BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION (BSL) TIMELINE* 
Reynoldsburg, OH 

 Page 4 of 4 
* Timeline created by Lori Schwartzkopf using historical and current City of Reynoldsburg documents, public information 
requests, media reports and legal documents. 

February 22, 2017 – Darlene Russ wins her Fifth District Appeals court hearing. Pertinent excerpt of the decision 
(made in April 2017): 

While Reynoldsburg’s Ordinances prohibit the ownership of pit bulls outright, Ohio Revised Code 
Chapter 955 has abolished breed-specific determinations of whether or not a dog is vicious or 
dangerous and focuses instead on the conduct of the individual dog. Under Ohio law, Ohio 
residents may keep or own any dog they choose, provided that if the dog is determined to be 
“dangerous” as defined in R.C. 955.11(A)(1)(a), the owner must comply with R.C. 955.22. Thus, 
while a pit bull is automatically considered “vicious” under the Reynoldsburg Ordinances and 
ownership of the same is prohibited, a pit bull may or may not be considered “vicious” under Ohio 
Revised Code Chapter 955 based on its conduct. We find, on such basis, that there is a conflict 
between Reynoldsburg’s pit bull Ordinances and Chapter 955, as amended by House Bill 14.  The 
Ordinances prohibit that what is permitted by Ohio statutes (ownership of dogs identified as pit 
bulls). See Lima v. Stepleton, 3rd Dist Allen. No. 1-13-28, 2013-Ohio-5655, 5 N.E.3d 721.  

 
The consultant legal fees for this Court of Appeals case from Eastman & Smith LTD cost Reynoldsburg tax payers 
$18,940 according to records released by the city to Lori Schwartzkopf.   ($48,538 for both cases) 
 
June 7, 2017 – Mansfield News Journal - Mansfield Law Director John Spon directed the Mansfield Police Department 

to stop enforcing the city’s pit bull ban last month after an appeals court struck down similar legislation in a different 

Ohio city as unconstitutional. Spon said Mansfield's ordinance can no longer be enforced because Mansfield is also 

under the jurisdiction of the Fifth District. 

September 2, 2017 – nbc4I.com - DUBLIN, OH (WCMH) — Pit bulls are no longer singled out as vicious dogs in the 

City of Dublin. Dublin City Council voted 6-1 Monday night to bring the city’s dog law more in line with state law and 

recent court rulings. The changes reverse a trend that started 30 years ago toward breed-specific dog laws. Sandy 

Horvath says the recent changes in dangerous dog laws put the focus on individual owners and their dogs. She says 

it’s a better way for municipalities to keep their communities safe.  

January 17, 2018 – Columbus Dispatch reports: Six members of New Albany city council unanimously voted Tuesday 

to eliminate a section of city code concerning pit bull terriers and related breeds. Previously, owners could be 

criminally charged if they didn’t obtain liability insurance and confine or leash their dogs in specific ways. The vote is 

effective in 30 days. The move follows a ruling in the state’s Fifth District Court of Appeals in Licking County last year 

that declared ordinances based on breed, not behavior, unconstitutional. 

http://www.dispatch.com/news/20180117/new-albany-council-repeals-pit-bull-law 

January 22, 2018 – City of Reynoldsburg brings revisions to Chapter 505 removing reference to pit bulls.  
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Police Department 
Bill Early 

7240 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6935 Phone 

 

 

ORDINANCE REQUEST 

 

DATE:  February 12, 2018 

TO:  Public Safety, Law and Courts Committee 

    RE: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY AUDITOR TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT 

FROM THE CITY’S FIXED ASSET LIST. 

 

Approval: 

Completed 

Brad McCloud 
Jed Hood 

Completed 

Stephen Cicak 

 

The following fixed asset items are no longer in use due to the working condition and/or the item 

was sold, lease agreement expired. Permission is requested from council to remove these items 

from the fixed asset list and the items still in possession be properly disposed of.  

 

705        Video Camera/Access                    no longer compatible 

1492      Hostage Negotiator Phone           no longer works 

1896      Toughbook                                       no longer compatible/works 

2139      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

2141      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

2158      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

2159      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

2160      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

2161      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

2212      Digital Duplicator                            Lease expired 

2213      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

6.a
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Police Department 
Bill Early 

7240 E. Main Street 

Reynoldsburg OHIO 43068 

614-322-6935 Phone 

 

 

2214      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

2252      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

2253      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

2254      Toughbook                                       no longer works 

1874      2003 Malibu                                     Sold 

6.a
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